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BARON MARC. DE VILLIERS DU TERRAGE. 


By Grace King. 


Baron Marc de Villiers du Terrage, has ‘alan a distinguished 
place in the rank of historians of Louisiana. 

First, chronologically, in the order of publication, it is laedty 
necessary to say, is Martin—the great Chief Justice of Louisiana, 


ponderous and slow, as he ever was in life, trudging from fact to — 


fact and date to date, his great brain omniscient and inexorable, 
seeking only the judicial truth of the case as if he were sitting on 


his Bench in a Supreme Court of History; writing at last after a 


full study of it, what is really a historical brief on the point. And 
as his judicial decisions are still, today followed and cited with 
sure confidence by lawyers, so is his history the decisive source of 
authority to all students. 

Close after Martin, came Gayarré, the polished scholar and 
gentleman, whose ideal of history is not a brief, but a story, a 
picture, a relation—and, diffuse and generous, as a born racon- 
teur is bound to be, and as he preéminently was, he gives us in an 
English that the brilliancy of the French language shines through, 


such a history of Louisiana as students delight to read, for it is 


history with its irridescent lining of romance as all life is, but too 
often the raconteur forgets his history in his feeling for the 
romance of it, and we may say, gesticulates instead of writing. 

That our third historian should come from France fresh and 
- gtrong of foot to work in our field is a cause for rejoicing. He is 
no ponderous Judge with the ominous shadow of a decision ever 
before him, nor yet is he a Creole shot through with the warm 


coloring’ of. sympathies and prejudices inherited his’ an- 


cestry. 
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Not that the Baron is totally disconnected from his subject. - 
He is a Frenchman, it is true, and has never set foot upon our soil, 
but nevertheless Louisiana has a claim upon him, which she is 
proud to recognize. He is the grand-nephew of the last French 
governor of the Province, the Chevalier de Kerlerec, and it is to 
this relationship that we owe his most distinguished work “The 
last years of French Louisiana” (Guilmoto, Paris, 1904). 


He was born in Paris in 1867 of an ancient family of Pro- 
vins Champagne, one that had filled important office under the 
government during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, three 
succeeding generations of them having served in the position of 
first clerk of the finances. The historian is the son and grandson 
of an Inspector General of Ponts and Chaussées (Roads and 
Bridges). He studied in Paris at the Lycée Bossuet, and the 
Lycée Louis le Grand, where he received his degree of Doctor of 
Laws. He made his first appearance as a historical writer in a — 

_ gketch of his granduncle Toussaint Rose, the private secretary of. 
Louis XIV, of whom it is recorded that he imitated so perfectly 
the chirography of his royal master that he wrote his private let- 
ters, even those of an intimate character. He left no notes about 
himself, however, and so little of his own correspondence that the 
compilation of his monograph was looked upon as a tour de force. 

It was published in Paris in 1891 and was crowned by the Acad-_. 
emy. | 

This. was followed in 1899 by the reedition of the Journal and 
Souvenirs of his grandfather Edouard de Villiers an officer of 

- Napolean Bonaparte during the expedition to Egypt taken from 
notes written in 1798-1801. “Military Aero-statistics in Egypt, 
during the campaign of Bonaparte,” was published the following © 


year. 


In 1904 his, and our great work appeared. “The last years 
of French Louisiana.” An opportunity of the most favorable kind 
was offered him for entering upon this very important literary 
enterprise, in the correspondence of his grand uncle the Chevalier 
de Kerlerec, whose papers were preserved in the family archives. 

We, who follow docilely in the wake of our great historians 
accepting their guidance as infallible have found in these new 
pages of the Baron du Terrage a surprise. They open out to us 
a field, a great and important period of history, that Martin and 
Gayarré not only knew nothing about, but did not suspect the ex- 
istence of. 
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Martin according to his habit was too engaged in Setiwins 
the events of European politics not to lose sight of Louisiana. 
Gayarré never lost sight of Louisiana, it is true, but became di- 
verted into side trails that led him away from what is our chief in- 
terest, in the subject, giving precious time and space to the squab- 
bles and the gossip of the differences between Kerlerec and his | 
unscrupulous Commissary, the Intendant Rochemorg, details that | 
today are utterly and that in truth, his readers | 

yawn over. | | 


| Kerlerec, as his eat grand nephew describes him was a 
fine type of a Breton sailor, a little rough at times, with a will of | 
his own, and a determination to enforce it; the type of the motto: _ 
“After God, Master of my Ship”. At times that he took Louisiana | 
_ for his ship is indubitable. Rochemore, his intendant and bitter — 
enemy, after all‘that can be said of him, was a man of mediocre > 
intelligence and obstinate character, whose entire activity was 
displayed in thwarting his superior and maligning him in his of- | 
ficial dispatches and spreading insubordination among the mili- 
tary officers. His wife who was as vindictive and unscrupulous | 
as he, was jealous of the beautiful Madame de Kerlerec and she 
ably seconded her husband in his attempts to drive the Governor | 
and his wife away from the colony by making their life insupport- | 
able to them. 
The Baron du Terrage has duaeiiel for all time the cloud that | 
has rested over Kerlerec’s name and administration and has 
restored to Louisiana history the record of a great and good gov- 
ernor, and to France that of an honorable and brave and effi- | 


cient official. Kerlerec, as M. du Terrage says in his preface, al- | 


though history has forgotten his name has accomplished more 
than many a conqueror. He prevented the English invading a coun- 

try four times as large as France, whose garrison did not count © 
more than a thousand men—soldiers who most of them were ex- 
deserters provided with no better ammunition for their guns than 
Spanish powder, mouldy and worthless. Abandoned by France, 
already beginning to shake off the Province; with magazines 
nearly always empty, with no supplies for years at a time, Ker- 
lerec gained such ascendancy over the Indians by his wise and 
just policy, that he held them firm to France; and so impressed 
them that even after his departure from the country, it took the 
English three years to effect an occupation of the Illinois terri- 
tory, that had been practically abandoned to them by treaty. This, 
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du. Terrage abundantly proves by citing Kerlerec’s reports and 


letters fortified impregnably with additional documents from the : 


national archives.. i 
There is more, much more to be said in recognition of the 
masterly manner of the author in the exposition of Kerlerec’s In- 
dian campaign and the spirited and even heroic conduct of his of- 
ficers in face of the disasters that were everywhere driving the 
French, in defeat, before the advancing English. . 


Abadie, who succeeded Kerlerec, introduces the period that 
culminated in the transfer of Louisiana to Spain.. His good work 
and his troubled administration have also received but scant 
justice from previous historians, who however, in fairness it must 
_ be avowed, wrote in ignorance of the wealth of material possessed 

by the Baron du Terrage. | 
| Abadie left behind him a journal that big never before been 
_ published in which he carefully recorded the happenings of the 
life of the colony and his own observations upon them, from Octo- 
ber, 1763 to February, 1765. This precious historical document 
leads us over ground that seems new and fresh to us, and in truth, 
we find that after a lifetime of historical study of the authorities 
available to us, that we knew very inadequately the life of the col- 
ony with the impending doom hanging over it, a doom that Abadie 
alone knew certainly and which he was forced to keep as an offi- 
cial secret. He himself was impressed with the impossibility of. 
France’s further keeping the Colony, in the impoverished condi- 
tion of her finances and her inability to provide the necessary 
means of defense, which would keep it from falling an easy con- . 
quest to victorious England. 

One cannot help wondering what would have been the ul- 
timate change in the history of the Colony, if Abadie with his 
strong full intelligence of the truth of the matter, had been . 
granted a longer life and Aubry remained in his original position 
as commandant of a mere handful of troops. 


As in former pages, M. du Terrage has eetmided full and 
complete foot notes that give what the other histories do not, the 
personal record of the officers in the various commands scattered 
over the immense territory under the French flag; and he is thus 
enabled to lift up out of the oblivion of the archival tomb, many a 
gallant hero, and place him on the historical tablet of their mother 
country and on that of Louisiana. . 
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The history proceeds in a simple and manly. fashion over the 
bloody Spanish “Prise de Possession,” the. abortive attempt of 
Ulloa, and the real one by O’Reilly, whom even M.. du Terrage’s 
_ tactful treatment cannot exonerate from the bloody cruelty of his 
punishment of the patriots; a theme that a Louisianian cannot 
even after two centuries treat judicially ; and perhaps in the por- 
trayal of it Gayarré must always be the preferred historian. _ 

A running account of the Spanish Domination, written easily 
with the author’s characteristic quiet force, bridges the twenty 
_ years that follow and the development of the idea in the brain of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, that Louisiana should come again into the 
royal possession of France. This is worked up in a wonderfully 
skillful way, and we are made to see the once abandoned Province 
called upon to play a role in European politics, a role majestic, and 
to judge by after events, omnipotent in the development of the 
great power that Napoleon had singled out to counterbalance the 
driving force of Great Britain. 

_ These pages are, perhaps, the. most Liedicetauis in the volume | 
and are to be read and reread with ever fresh interest. M. du 
- Terrage has been more fortunate than any previous historian in 
_ the facility accorded to him for research in the National Archives. 
Official documents of supreme importance have been examined 
and their contents appropriated with expert skill. 

Laussat, not only wrote voluminous reports to France, but he 
also kept an intimate Journal that reveals, as intimate journals 
do, details that are delightful reading and we are enabled to know . 
about the French re-possession as if it had taken place the day 
before yesterday. And-what a chapter it forms in the literature 
of History! What movement! What gayety! What a brilliant 
picture of the Place d’Armes! What a picture of Laussat, ignor- 


_. ing obstinately what seemed to have been an open secret to all: 


the sale of the Province to the United States! 

But the French Prefect did not let himself betray his secret 
- thought. He knew, on this trying occasion as on others, how 
to keep up his ideal of the prestige of France to the last; and we 
- may assume to the discomfiture of the » magnificent—and to Laus- 
sat—malevolent Casacalvo. 


The author lingers for a few after the of the 
American. flag, and with infinite grace gives us a view of Lou- 
isiana entering the Union of States, adding the history of the 
Claiborne administration; and again, with still further gracious- 
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ness gives his readers the pleasure of enjoying what is never stale 
to a Louisianian, the story of the Battle of New Orleans, where the | 
Louisianians gloriously defeated the British army of invasion, and 
forced it to retreat; fulfilling the prediction of Napoleon, “If I 
have to give her up, she will one day cost those who forced me to 
it, more than those to whom I cede her!” 


A few lines of sympathetic admiration for the State dastne 
the trial of the Civil War and the tragedy of Reconstruction that 
followed, bring the history to an end. The closing sentence pal- 
pitates with the emotion of a Frenchman: “Although English is 
the language of the country, French will ever remain their ma- 
ternal tongue!” 

: The book is abundantly illustrated with portraits and maps. . 
In fact, it may safely be said that nothing has been spared to make 

it what it assuredly is—a perfect ic nie of the last years” of — 

French Louisiana. | 

But one little remark may be ventured, not in criticism, but 
in rectification for the sake of patriotic accuracy. In the list of 
sources at the beginning, the author gives Martin’s name as a 
Creole of New Orleans. The first historian of Louisiana was a 
Frenchman, born in Marseilles in 1762, who never left his native 
city until he was eighteen years of age, when he went to Marti- 
nique, and never came to America until the last years of the 
American Revolution, when he landed in North Carolina. 


| There Martin supported himself by teaching French and 
finally obtained employment in a printing office. He established | 
a newspaper of his own, and began to publish books, almanacs, 
spellers and French translations, studied law, and was admitted 
to the Bar, while still carrying on the business of a printer, pub- © 
lishing the statutes of England then in force in North Carolina. 
_ He published Pothier on Obligations, in 1802, and so complete was — 
his skill as a type setter and translator that he used no manu- 
script, but rendered the French directly into English in the com- 
posing stick. He came to New Orleans in 1810 and was appointed 
by President Madison Judge of the newly created Superior Court. 
On the organization of the State Government he was appointed 
Attorney General by Claiborne, and on the resignation of Judge > 
D. W. Hall, Martin was appointed Judge of the Supreme Court 
by Gov. Claiborne and remained in this position until his death 
in 1846. He published his History of. Louisiana in 1827, a 7 
years before Gayarré’s. 
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The history of the founding of New Orleans by du Terrage 


was written thirteen years after “the history of the last years of © 


French Louisiana.” It was written at the behest of the “Comité 
France Amérique,” to commemorate the bi-centennial of the 
greatest city founded by France in the New World. Fortunately 
for French historical literature, and more fortunately. for Lou- 


isiana, that an author so competent in every way stood ready to 


undertake the noble task asked of him. He has proved worthy of 


his mission. The volume is printed by.the Imprimerie Nationale, - 


in a style befitting a memorial testimonial of such importance. It 
has been distributed as a complimentary distinction among his- 


_ torical societies and scholars of note, a handsome gesture, worthy _ 


of the mother, who, as M. Hanotaux expresses it so felicitously 
“after she had reared her child, deposited it in the lap of the great 
republic as a mother confides her daughter to another mother.” 

The value of the book is enhanced by the preface contributed 
by Mr. Hanotaux: “The history of the foundation of New Or- 
leans and the reasons for this second centenary, is related with 


remarkable precision and clearness......a work of rare merit | 


because it is at the same time, clear and simple...... founded 


upon solid erudition of which no vain display is made. It inspires 


confidence, because it is the breath of truth. The vicissitudes of 


the foundation, the opposition of nature, the difficulties that set. | 


themselves against its human realization...... are exposed with 
an art which has known how to weave into the tissue of the ey 
an ample embroidery of bright tales and anecdotes.” 

May it be permitted a New Orleanian not to omit the conclud- 
ing words of the great writer? 

“Born in heroism her cup filled with cnlaiataae grown 
through danger, developed by labor, New Orleans carries in her 
armorial crown two of the greatest names in French history, 


Louis XIV the founder of the colony and Napoleon Bonaparte, | 


who, with a magnificent gesture handed it to the United States!” 


The subject, in truth, has been worn out by writers whose 
pens could not keep clear of the bog of uninteresting data that 
surrounded it. The interminable discussions at the Council Board 


to prove that Bienville’s scheme was not feasible and that each 


partisan’s chosen site was the only one to be considered, quite as 


would be done today by a council board whose members had — 


speculated in land futures, M. de Villiers has spared his readers 
this, and with quick and light step has led them over the firm 
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ground underlying it, to the triumph of Bienville, and the order 
of the Council of the Indies in France, to found the city on the 
banks of the Mississippi. The disputed point of the date of the 
birth of the City, has been definitely decided by M. de Villiers, as 
between the fifteenth of March and the fifteenth of April, 1718. | 


Abundant illustrations, new maps, and new documents fur- 
nish the book with such solid foundations of historical information 
as must make it an infallible source of authority on the subject; 
one which as far as human mind can foresee can never be added to - 
or supplanted. | 

The author has wisely confined himself to the strict limits 
. defined by his title, and ends his history when these are reached. 
His one digression is the pardonable one of being seduced by that 
arch temptress of romance, Manon Lescaut, into giving her a 
reality in history. The infinite care and minute patience required 
for this, has been rewarded by the resurrection of another, if not 
of this particular frail and beautiful heroine, to an after life of 
prosaic sordid and ugly sin, for which the reader is not grateful, 
for as in most restorations, more has been lost in this process than 
has been preserved.* 

According to the biographical notes furnished us, the Baron 
has been an ardent traveller in Egypt, Greece, in Morocco and in 
South America; but strange to say, has never, apparently, visited 
the United States, or Louisiana, the country of his pen’s predi- 
lection. But it is in France, amid the vast unexplored regions of 
the National Archives, that his best journeys have been accom- 
plished. His gleanings from these have appeared in the great 
French Historical and Scientific Review, the Journal de la So- 
ciété des Américanistes. They consist of original documents of the 
highest importance to the History of Louisiana, which are counted | 
among the treasures of the Louisiana Historical Society. 

“The Indians of Texas” and the “French Expedition in 1720- 
1721 to Baie St. Bernard,” published in 1919 bring to light the 
original report of Béranger the pilot of the Company of the In- 
dies, who was sent to discover and take possession of the site 
where the unfortunate LaSalle made a landing when he attempted 
to enter the mouth of the Mississippi from the Gulf of Mexico. . 
Béranger, who was six years on his voyage, brought back with 
him careful maps of the coast of Texas and Louisiana, and of the 


*A fine translation of the history of the Founding of New vienna. by Warring- 
ton Dawson, has been published in the La. Hist. Quarterly, Vol. III, No. 2. | 
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Baie St. Bernard, as it doubtless appeared to LaSalle’s confused 
vision, when he mistook. it for the mouth.of the Mississippi. 

' To the Béranger journal ‘is added ‘the report of Bernard de 
la Harpe, sent out with’a new expedition in 1721, to the same dis- 
covery, which contains the well ‘known ‘adventures of Simars de 
- Bellisle, who accompanied the expedition as interpreter, and was 

lost and wandered among the Indians for nine months, enduring 
all the sufferings of such an — wate he was rescued by 
. uchereau de St. Denis. 

The thin pamphlet of the Société des dcendbheaintililen’’ is heavily 
weighted with information in the way of ‘riotes by the editor and 
the inestimable philological contribution of two vocabularies of the 
Indian dialects and a list of the Indian tribes met by the explorers, - 

with indications of their ethnological relations to other tribes. 


Two maps drawn by the Chicasaws i in 1737, with notes thereon 
by the Baron published in 1921, are also preserved in the publica- 
tions of the Journal des Américanistes.. The maps are corrected 
copies of the originals ‘preserved in the Trocadéro Museum. 

That the Indians made such maps and that they were used 
by the English and French explorers, has been well established 
_. as the author ‘says by Iberville and’ others but they have never 
before been placed within reach of the curious student.. The re- 
productions appear now to us as belated witnesses of an event 
-most-important in its day..They.commemorate the deadly defeat 
inflicted by the Chicasaws upon the French in 1736,°when Bien- 

ville launched an expedition against their villages in the upper 
Mississippi. region, to: punish them for taking sides with. the 
Natchez, in their revolt against the French with its ensuing mas- 
_sacre. The result was a bloody repulse of the French and a sec- 
ond, defeat a year later of the great, military force led by Bien- 
ville himself, when, according to the. homely old proverb he suc- 
ceeded only in, throwing the hatchet after the handle! | 

Bienville in .his heart: broken report to, the. home. .govern- 
ment.attributed his disaster, to the presence of the English among 
the Chickasaws and the: work of their engineers in:preparing the 
superb. system of defense in, the villages. The two maps prove con- 
clusively the truth of Bienville’s shrewd suspicions, by explaining 
the impregnable :position..of the Indians; and, in. a way, excuse 
ne foolhardy advance of the French against.them.. 
last and.most recent publication of the Baren: de 
Villiers, in, the “Journal des Américanistes’’. (1921) is ‘another 
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contribution to the history of Louisiana. “The massacre of the | 
Spanish expedition to the Missouri in 1720” from-a manuscript 
hitherto unknown and whose existence was not suspected, which 
the Baron exhumed from its grave in the Archives of the Ministry 
of Marine, in France. The fact of a massacre of a Spanish force 
by the Western Indians at that time and in that locality, had been 
related by Charlevoix and LePage du Pratz but only repeated as 
one of the current rumors of the time when France and Spain 
were reaching out for the possession of the Missouri country and — 
the rich mines it was supposed to hold. The document printed by 
the Baron de Villiers, makes known the truth of the obscure trag- 
edy. It is nothing less than the journal of the Spanish officer, in 
command of the expedition, with the map of the country traversed, 
the number of Spaniards killed, and the name of the Indian tribe 
who wrought the treacherous and bloody deed, the Otos or Iowas, 
a filiation of the great Sioux tribe. — : 


No member of a Historical Society can pass by a mention 
of the Société des Américanistes, without doing homage to it; for 
a member of the Louisiana Historical Society, not to do so, seems — 
filial impiety. Its name should be emblazoned in gold on the walls 
of our assembly room, with votive offering of our gratitude. — 


We give the skeleton of its history; unfortunately—so little 
known among us—from an address by Dr. Paul Rivet its distin- 
guished Secretary, at the celebration of its — fifth anniver- 
sary in 1920. 


It was founded in 1895 by the late E. T. Hamy, siiieiue of 
Anthropology in the Lyceum of Natural History of France, with 
_ the aid of the Duc de Loubat. It was instituted for the historic 
and scientific study of the American Continent and its people, 
from its most ancient period until the present day. Primarily, 
limited to scientific workers, it was at the death of its founder, 
opened to all specialists, without distinction of country, and at the 
same time, its journal welcomed articles written in all the lan- 
guages of Western Europe. This, judged at the time by many of 
the members as a hazardous experimnt, has been justified by its 
results. In the space of ten years, despite the crucial test of a 
complete interruption of its functioning occasiond by the World 
_War, the number of its members has been quintupled and its Jour- — 
nal has increased immensely in favour in scientific circles, as is 
shown by the ever mounting number of its contributors and by 
the exchanges received in its library, which at present counts no 
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less than four thousand books and pamphlets. It has published 
sixteen volumes of:its proceedings. This success is due not only 
to the value of the articles published, but also to the great variety 
_ of subjects treated. 

The mere enumeration of the titles cxinted. in ite index, gives 
an impressive idea of the Journal’s geographical and historical ac- 
tivities, and confirms its position as beyond all doubt the greatest 
journal of its kind in the world. 

We are proud to note that our eminent : salsiasiia and most 
distinguished Louisiana Historical Society member, the regretted 
M. Henri Vignaud, was the President of the Société des Amér- 
icanistes, and its Dean; and that he gave to the Journal the first. 
printing of his momentous Christopher Columbus studies. 


The articles.contributed to it by the Baron Marc de Villiers, 
have been passed in review. The Society has become the home of 
the Américanist scholars of the world; it is a nucleus of scientific 
study, and a generous distributor, as we have seen, of the results 


of its maces of research. 
GRACE KING. 
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IN LOUISIANA IN 1724 


With an Acobunt of the Removal of Bienville ahd the. Inauguration | 
of the Perier Government. | 


ae H enry  Plauché Dart 


The year 17 24 closed the first quarter century of life in the 7 
new French colony established by Iberville on the gulf coast. The 
period had not been either peaceful,-over happy or quite success- 
ful, but the turning point for the better had been reached. ‘The 
new year opened with Bienville in control as ‘Governor of Lou- 
isiana. He had been among the first'to put foot on shore in 1699, 
he had never left the colony, and had shared all its privations, dis- 
appointment and sorrows, including personal neglect and dis- 
regard of his valuable service during all the long lean years, that 
ended in 1718, when the Company of the. Indies, the new patron 
of the colony, advanced Bienville to the highest executive position. 
_ During the six succeeding years he bore the anxiety and respon- 
sibility attendant upon the efforts of the company to put the 
colony on a sound and permanent basis, but the scheme of gov- 
ernment devised for Louisiana made it impossible for the Gov- 
ernor to fulfill his own desires or to accomplish the whole pur- 
pose of his employers. 


In that scheme, authority was divided diniais the Governor 
and the Commissioner (Commissaire Ordonnateur) ; the army, 
public policy as concerned the Indians and things of that kind, 
were under the jurisdiction of the Governor. The Treasury, which 
included the expenditure of money, the distribution of the mer- 
chandise and other contributions for the support of the colonists, 
alimony, (presents) to the Indians,’ the establishment of forts and 
the upkeep of the troops, all’this’ was under the control of the 
Commissioner, who in addition was the head of the Judiciary with 
enormous powers in all matters of a civil or criminal nature. 


The mere enumeration of the powers of the Governor and of 
the Commissioner suggests the inevitable conflict that the scheme 
of government invited. To this invitation to disagree, another 
casus belli was added that was in itself in the nature of an ir- 
reconcilable and irrepressible conflict. The. Governor and the bulk 
of his official family and all of his personal following were 
- Canadians and the nature of their situation almost required these 


2 
: 
+ 
i. 
‘ 
| 
ij 
it 
Hi 
iit 
ith 
ii 
Hi 
fi 
i” 
Re 
| 
i 
i 
if 
if 
i 
; 
- 
5 
ih 
if 
4 
| | 
| 
if 


_. Politics in Louisiana in 1724 - 299 


to exercise the characteristics that distinguished those people at 
that time. They were voyaguers and couriers de bois, navigators 
of rivers and streams, hunters and woodsmen. The province ex- 
tended from the Gulf of Mexico to.the Illinois, the rivers, streams 
and lakes andthe Indian trails were the avenues of communication. 
The men who had to perform this service could not be brought 
from Paris, neither could the Canadian be brought into the habits 
nor enjoy the state of mind that distinguished the man from — 
France. On the other hand, the Commissioner was a French ap- 
pointee, a lawyer or a business man with French ideas and 
methods; he was expected to live up to rules and regulations for- 
mulated in Paris, his following was primarily clerical and almost 
wholly imported from France.. The sudden expansion of the 
colony had filled the gulf coast capital with a regiment of.em- 
ployees sent out by. the Company: whose duties were of the office 
and not of the field. They were as different from the. Governor’s 
coterie in racial and other characteristics as-though they were in 
fact of another human family. : | | 

The result was inevitable; a clique was created in each de- 
partment, they. worked at cross purposes, they seemed to have 
nothing in common, each clique charged the other with incom-. 
petency, dishonesty and every undesirable and disagreeable char- 
acteristic. Unfortunately, the personal ambition of the Gov- 
ernor, and of the Commissioner added fuel to this combustible 
material. The situation, indeed, required 6ne master, who would 
be responsible and who could command; there was instead a di- 
vided authority and as a rule inharmonious personal relations. | 

Bienville’s first associate in the new government was Hubert, 
and for obvious reasons they could not agree on any matter of 
policy. Their relations were already unfriendly. Hubert had 
come to Louisiana in 1717 as Commissioner with Governor De 
l’Epinay, the successor of Cadillac who was Governor under 
Crozat’s administration. The Commissioner’s first disagreement 
with Bienville grew out of his defense of the De l’Epinay ad- 
ministration against the strictures of Bienville. In that. defense 
he charged Bienville with treason, that is that he was in the pay 
of Spain, an abominable and insupportable libel, but it made a_ 
mortal enmity that outlasted the libeller. Unfortunately, when De 
l’Epinay was recalled and Bienville appointed in his place, Hubert 
was retained as first judge and Commissioner. It was therefore, 
a certainty that there could be no unity of action here, and so it 
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proved. The on on which they finally split was the question of 
removing the headquarters of the colony. Hubert at first was a 
partisan of the Coast against removal; eventually he contended 
that a removal to New Orleans was impracticable and that a 
change to the Mississippi if made should take the capital to 
Natchez. In support of his views, he charged Bienville with im- 
proper motives, pointing to the fact that he had acquired large 
concessions of land adjacent to New Orleans and in proximity to 
it. Hubert was here on shaky ground, because he too had acquired 
equally large land holdings at and near Natchez. 


Hubert was replaced in the summer of 1721 with Duvergier, 
another Frenchman. The examination into Hubert’s accounts, 
conducted by his successor, did not mend matters, because he was 
greatly embarrassed by it, whereas the counter charges against 
Bienville were disregarded, Duvergier had an unpleasant expe- 


rience in Louisiana and returned to France within a year (spring, 


1722), whither he was shortly followed by Hubert. Duvergier re- 
turned “loaded with written complaints and affidavits against dif- 
ferent individuals promising to secure the dismissal of Bienville, 
Boisbriant and Chateaugue and the cassation of several minor of- 
ficers.”! The two implacables, Hubert and Duvergier, joined. 
forces to destroy Bienville, and while Hubert did not live to wit- 
ness the success of the intrigue, and Duvergier did not himself 
fare very well with the home government, the train they had set 
was fired by new libels originating in Louisiana. Bienville was 
summoned to France by an order dated February 16, 1724, and his 
cousin, Boisbriant, then in charge at the Illinois, was aii 
to command in Bienville’s. place. 


| No connected account has_ been printed concerning the 
charges presented against the Governor, nor do we know what 
manner of hearing was accorded him. Gayarre says that Bien- 
ville made his defense before the home government in 1725. Mar- 
tin is silent upon the whole incident treated. in this paper.? 
Grace King doubtless had access to all the documents then ac- 
cessible in France? and she does not mention the, nature of 
the specifications nor discuss the methods, followed at the hear- 
ing, if there was one. Other sevonneh has not added anything 


1Grace King, Bienville 261- 2. 


Gayarre’s History of Louisiana 362- 369. Martin’ s History Louisiana 156 
(Howe’s Edition 1882). |. 


*Preface, Jean Baptiste Le Moyne. Sieur. de Bienville, N. Y. ‘1892. 
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material, but the impression is left that.a cabel rather than an 
open inquiry brought Bienville to his knees. It is even probable 
- that his memoir. to the Minister, in justification of his record re- 
mained unread. Looking at this memoir with the eyes of two 
. hundred years later it does not seem to meet any specific charges 
and perhaps it is true there were none submitted. Neither was it 
the fashion of those times to. advise the accused of the nature of 
the offense charged against him. He was removed from office 
and “his ruin involved his family.” (King 277.) We do not even 
know the date, but Gayarre says (I. 369) that Perier was ap- 
pointed successor to Bienville on August 9, 1726, and we may con- 
clude that the Governor cooled his heels in the ante-chambers of 
the great for quite some while before he knew his fate, 


In the opening sentence of this paper, we observed that Lou- 
Siana had in 1724 turned the corner of a better life. Referring 
to Bienville’s order of recall, Miss King says (272): 


- “With nothing but the bare compilation of official 

_ records before one, it is impossible to form other than 
vague conjecture as to the effect at the time of those orders 

upon Bienville, his friends and the colony. The affairs 

of the latter since its foundation had never been in so 
equable and promising a condition, the colony itself never 

so vital with life and strength, not from distant French 
interfusion, -but from the inherent vitality and strength 

which men, like trees, grow from the soil in which they 

are planted.. Iberville’s grasp of continent had become a 
country.;. Bienville’s establishment :on the Mississippi its 

city; its brain and nerve:centre. The shadowy hopes of 
twenty-five years ago: were becoming realities; the 
‘poignant. vicissitudes, a parent’s: memory: from which the 

. children’s future dawned; a fair-and promising morning.” 
Neither Gayarre nor Martin give thé date of Perier’s arrival. 
There is also some confusion regarding the official family in- 
stalled with him. Fortunately, we have found in our French 
judicial archives the proceedings before the Superior Council of 
Louisiana that will clear up these omissions. It appears from these 
documents that on March 15, 1727, Perier presented to' this body 
his commission as:‘Commandant General and' the same was reg-. 
istered and he was accorded the possession of the “honors and 
‘prerogatives of his station.” There were present’ at this session 
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Boisbriant, Perault, Delachaise, Brusle, Fazende, Prat and Fleu- 
riau—composing the whole of the outgoing government. This 
document and this ceremony authoritatively establish that Bois- 
briant was acting governor of Louisiana from shortly after Jan- 
uary 16, 1724 to March 15, 1727. — 


On the same date and at the same session ‘ikasoh 15, 1727 
Duderon presented to the Council composed of the same members 
his credentials as Second Lieutenant of the King and they were 
registered and he was accorded the honors and prerogatives of his 
office. Diron d’Artaguette had at the same time (according to 
Gayarre 1, 221) relieved Chauteaugue, the brother of Bienville, 
from the office of Lieutenant du Roi, “‘or’ saemtenant Governor in 
the province.” (369) 


In quick succession (March 17, 1727) 
Esquire Sieur D’Auseville presented his commission dated August 
24, 1726, “to a place in the Superior Council.” In the case of 
Perier and Duderon there was an immediate recognition and 
seating of the two officials, but in D’Auseville’s case, the favorable 
action of the Council was preceded by a reference to the Attorney 
General signed by the all powerful Delachaise and followed by an 
inquiry before Antoine Brusle, Councillor of the Superior Council, 
into the character of the new members, “Information de vie et 
moeurs.” This interesting ceremony seems to have been a for- 
mality and the result a foregone conclusion, as it was made then 


' and there by calling and examining witnesses who belonged to the 


Governor’s official family, namely, Claude Bartelon, the Chaplain 
of the frigate Balaine, aged 38, and Sieur Louis de Mondreloire, 
Secretary of Governor Perier, aged 33, each of whom duly testi- 
fied that he was not a servitor, domestic, relative, or ally of the 
Sieur D’Auseville; that the said Sieur is an honest man of correct 
life and morals; that he is a good Catholic (Roman and Apostolic) - 
and that he possesses the necessary ability to fulfill the duties of 
Councillor in the Superior Council. These depositions were 
separately reduced to writing and signed by the witness, by 


Brusle and by Rossard, Clerk, (Greffier) of the Council. To the 


overwhelming weight of this testimony, Fleuriau, the Attorney 
General, added his “request” for obedience to the King’s orders. 


- Having heard the testimony regarding D’Auseville, the Coun- 


cil took up next the petition of Louis Bru, demanding to be seated 


under the King’s Commission, dated August 27, 1726, as Third 
Councillor in the Superior Council. The ceremony here was on 
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the line of the precedined inquiry with Jacques de la Chaise, First 
Councillor, presiding, and Rossard, Clerk. The Witnesses were ~ 
Messeurs Jean Baptiste de Chavannes, Secretary of the Council, 
aged 33, and Jean Baptiste Massy, planter (concessionaire) aged 
40, and each — was duly signed by the witness, the judge 
and the clerk. 


On the next day, March 18, 1727, the council meets in He, 
traordinary session” with Perier, Commandant, de la Chaise, 
Brusle and Prat, Councillors. This array marks the end of the 
preceding regime for Boisbriant, Perault and Fazende have dis- 
appeared from the roll. It is noticeable also that the Minutes are 
signed only by Perier, de la Chaise, Brusle and Prat. ‘The Attor- 
ney General, Fleuriau, does not sign. A formal order was en- 
tered, registering the commissioners and admitting Messeurs 
D’Auseville and Bru to “rank, seat. and voice in deliberations as 
long as it may please his Majesty,” and the oath of office was 
administered and the new members installed in “the rights, prero- 
gatives, honors and privileges thereby granted.” 

On April 16, 1727, Marc Antoine de Laloere des Ursins (who 
signs Desursins) presents a petition to be received as a Councillor 
in the Superior Council, under the Commission granted him by 
the King and Fleuriau, who did not figure in the session of March 
18, now reappears as Attorney General with an opinion that said . 
_ Desursins holds a commission dated August 24, 1726, that con- 
sidering he has previously held the place of First Councillor in 
the Provincial Council of Illinois and furnished testimony as to 
his life and character he should be admitted. Our records go no 
further, but it is known that Desursins was duly seated. He 
_ afterwards died bravely in ae Natchez — November 29, 

1729. 
It will have been noticed by the reader that we have been 
eye witnesses to a proceeding quite familiar in our own day. The 
terse record does not show any of the “politics” of the proceeding 
but it has been preserved for us by Gayarre (1 Hist. 371) who 
says: 
_“Boisbriant, the Governor ad interim, Perrault, Perry, 
the engineer Pauger, the Attorney General Fleuriau, all 
members of the Superior Council, were censured with © 
severity by the government. Moreover, Governor Bois- 
briant, Bienville’s cousin, was summoned to France to 
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justify ‘his acts; Perrault, Fazende and Perry, 
of the @ouncil, were dismissed from office; Fleuriau; the © 
Attorney General, was invited to throw up his commission | 
and the office was suppressed for the moment. They had 

- the mortification to receive the imperative order to appear | 
respectively before De la Chaise and the new Governor, | 
Perier, or before whomsoever these dignitaries might 
choose to designate and there to account to them for all 
their official acts. After that Perrault and Perry were to | 

_ be transported to France. With regard to Fazende, the 
other Councillor, he was permitted to remain in Louisiana 
as a private citizen.” | : 


Gayarre has, on the whole, walle: an excellent diagnosis of the 
situation and the documents we have been using in this paper 
sustain his view, except perhaps as to Fleuriau, the Attorney 
General. The cloud that fell on his office seems to have passed 
quickly. We have shown that, apparently, he was not present at 
the session of March 18, 1727, at least not officially present, but 
that he was acting at the session of April 17,—a period of less 
than a month. Whether he suffered any further pains, penalties 
and investigations is not known, but our judicial records during 
the remainder of the Perier administration show him in office. He © 
evidently was a useful official and unquestionably an adroit and 
accomplished politician, for the perquisites of office remained in 
his enjoyment. Gayarre (1. 455) says that on the reorganization 
of the Government of Louisiana, May 7, 1732, after the Company 
of the West surrendered its privileges, Fleuriau was included in 
the new personnel. After naming two members of the new council 
he concludes, 


“and Fleuriau, had Attorney Gen- 
eral. It will be remembered that he had lost his office | 
in 1726 for having resisted the sieniccatedl of de la Chaise, 

the King’ s Commissary.” | 


As is shown in our records, Fleuriau was part of the govern- 
ment as late as April 17, 1727. While we cannot positively affirm 
that he served continuously, the records do show him in office 
during that period preceding de la Chaise’ s death which occurred 
| early i in 1780. co 
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The story we have been telling of the “clean sweep” of 1726-7 
shows.that “reform” was a good battle cry then as it is now... The 
“ins” were always. on trial and the “outs” always the patriots. 


Some day when time serves, we will tell the story of the Perier 


administration. which went by the board in due course—it was 
“swept” out of office on a somewhat similar issue and a new ad- 
ministration took up-the task the old had failed to accomplish and, 
we may add, with equally disastrous results. We can now leave 
the topic and turn to the documents, but before doing so, had 
better show the line-up (the “spoils”) of victory under the cam- 
paign of 1724-7. : 


Old New Rulers. 

King’s Lieutenant; Chauteaugue d@Artaguette 
Second Lieutenant; Boisbriant (?)_ Duderon 
Commissioner and First J udge; dé | 

la Chaise de la Chaise 
Clerk of Council; Rossard de Chevannes (?) 
Attorney General: Fleuriau  Fleuriau 


Superior Council: 
Ordinary Members, 


(1) Perrault Dauseville 
(2) Brusle Brusle 
(3) Fazende Bru 

(4) Prat Prat 

(5) Perry Desursins 


The foregoing summary is the best that can be made with 
- the information now in hand, but it is thought to be fairly ac- 
curate. This is the first time any attempt has been made to write 
a roll of the members of any of the administrations of .Colonial 
Louisiana and we can use it for a check list, subject to corrections 
hereafter. 


The Pee we aes been studying are copied below. They 
have been translated by Mrs. H. H. Cruzat; the writer and Miss 


Grace King having lent assistance in a way. The burden of de- 


ciphering and transcribing Clerk Rossard’s writing is very 
great, and this is always the laboring oar in the work of translat- 
ing our early French records. 
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No. 237. 

1. The Council viewing‘ the commission of 
Mr. Perier, Commandant General of the 
commissions of Mr. Province of Louisiana, orders that the same 
be registered by the Clerk® of the Superior 


Mr. Duderon. 
Council of the Province; accordingly that 


said Sieur Perier shall enjoy the honors, prerogatives and pre- 
eminence granted therein, according to the form and tenor there- 
of. Given in the Council Chamber, the fifteenth of March, 1727. 
Signed: “Boisbriant”, “Perault”, “Delachaise”, “Brusle” 
“Fazende”, “Prat”, “Fleuriau”. 


Registration of The Council viewing the Commission of M. 
na Councillor. Duderon, second Lieutenant of the King of 
| the Province of Louisiana, orders that the 
same be registered in the Registry of the Superior Council of the 
Province; accordingly that the said Sr. Duderon shall enjoy the 
honors, prerogatives and preeminence granted therein, according 
to the form and tenor thereof. Given in the Council Chamber the 
fifteenth of March, 1727. 
Signed: “Boisbriant’’, “Delachaise”: “Brusle”, “Perault”, 
“Fazende”’, “Prat”, “Fleuriau”. 


DOCUMENT No, 2. To the Gentlemen of the Superior Coun- 
re cil of the Province of Louisiana: 

Raymond Amyault Esquire, Sieur Ause- 
ville, has the honor to state to you that having been commissioned 
by the King to occupy a place in the Superior Council of this 
Province, he wishes to have his commission registered if it be 
your good pleasure. At New Orleans, this 17th of March, 1727. 


Signed: “Amyault D’Auseville.” 
Let the Attorney General of the King be notified.° 


Signed: “Delachaise”. 


*“Le Conseil vu’. Vu is an diucesiiall that prefaces all Council and judicial 
documents of the period. It may be translated by any word or phrase that ex- 
presses the idea of considering, seeing, passing on, or submitting. 

‘The original text is “enregistree au greffiere’” and clearly must be rendered 
as in the above translation. 

*“Soit communique au Procureur, General du Roy.” Soit is the first word in 
every order of a judge during the Colonial period. It is here a command and con- 
sidered with the context clearly means let. The courts of Louisiana have by im- 
memorial usage employed “let” as a substitute for the ancient “Soit’. Every preli- 
minary order and some final judgments still begin with “let.” 
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I require for the King that the commission granted by the 
King to Sieur Amyault D’Auseville, August 24, 1726, be registered 
according to the form and tenor thereof. _ 

At New Orleans, March Seventeenth, 17 27. 
Signed:. “Fleuriau”. 


No. 239. 


Inquiry on life and morals made before us, 
Inquiry on Life and Councillor in the Superior Council of the 
Morals of Sr. Province of Louisiana under the order of the 


cis eager Council this day and which has been con- 
ducted as follows: 
March 1727. 
Sieur Claude Bartelon, of the “Balaine”, thirty- 
eight years, who after raising his hand® said to us that he is not 


a relative, ally, servitor, nor domestic of Sieur Raymond Amiauts © 


(Esquire) Sieur Dauseville and has been notified’ to testify on 
this day and produced the notice’: and the facts contained in the 
request having been read aloud to Sieur Bertelon. 


Testifies that he knows the said Sieur Dauseville is an ical | 


man and that he has the necessary ability to discharge the duties 
of Councillor in the Superior Council; that he knows that he 


_ professes the Catholic, Apostolic and Roman religion and has seen | 


him exercise the rites of that faith; that his life and morals are 
good. This is all that said Sieur Bertelon has said, His deposition 
having been read to him, he declared that it contained the truth 
and he persisted therein and has signed and claimed no pay.*” 
Signed: “Brusle”, ‘“Barthelon” 
‘“‘Rossard’”’. 


™Information de vie et moeurs du Sr. D’Auseville.” “Information” is a word 


universally used in old colonial documents for any investigation or inquiry, civil or | 


criminal. It is also used in documents in the nature of a grand jury finding, or a 
coroner’s inquest, and as the title of the pleading at the beginning of a criminal 
prosecution. It here follows the French precedents of the period. 

8‘Apres avoir esleve la main”; “esleve” is probably eleve. He lifted his hand 
(being a priest) in token of an oath. Observe in this connection, the difference in the 
case of the next witness, “Apres serment par luy fait,” after having taken oath, etc. 


"See note 

10** Assigne’’—notified or summoned. 3 

'“Nous a represente lex ploit(:) et les faits portes en la Reqte pes lecture a 
sore faite au Sieur Dauseville.” Exploit was current French for the citation. writ or 
notice. 

2‘et na requis salaire.’”’ It appears a witness = that time was entitled to a 
stipend or fee and the rule required the officer to recite weir see it was paid or 


waived. 
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- Sieur Louis de Mondreloire, Secretary of Mr. Perier, Com- 
mandant General of the Province of Louisiana, aged thirty-three 
years, who after oath by him taken to speak the truth® told us that 
he was not a relative, ally, servitor, nor domestic of the said Sieur 


Dauseville and has been notified to testify before us and produced : 


the notice. The facts contained in the request having been read 
aloud to him; testifies that he knows that Sieur Dauseville is 
of good life and morals and that he professes the Catholic, 
Apostolic and Roman religion, having seen him many times exer- . 
cise the rites of that faith, which is all that he said he knew; © 
his deposition having been read aloud to him, he said that it con- 
tained the truth and persisted therein and has signed and does 
not demand pay. 
Signed: “Brusle”’. “Mondreloie”’ 
| “Rossard greffr.” 


DOCUMENT No. 4. - To the Gentlemen of the Superior Coun- 
of the Province of Louisiana: 
| Louis Bru states to you that the king on 
presentation by the Company of the Indies, having honored him 
with a commission as third Councillor in the Superior Council of 
this Province, this is why he prays you to have the kindness to 
receive him there on presentation of His Majesty’s commission 
and the recommendation of the Company of the Indies and do 
justice, etc.1* At New Orleans, March 17, 1727. | 
(No 
Let the dilbyney General be notified. at New Orleans, 
March 17, 1727. 
Signed: “Delachaise”. 


Demand by | a require for the King that the commission | 
eae doen granted by His Majesty, dated 24 August, 
tioned commission 1726, be registered according to the form and 


At New Otleans, March seventeenth, 17 27. 
Signed: ‘“Fleuriau”’. 


13“‘et feres bien”. This'is a general prayer, common in all pleadings and petitions 
of that period and is obviously the equivalent of any general prayer for general relief . 
or for full justice. 
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No. 238. 
5. Inquiry on life and morals made before us, 
and Jacques de la Chaise, Councillor deputed by 
morals of Sieur Bru. the King in this Colony and First Councillor 
in the Superior Council, in conformity with 
the petition and order of io day and which has been conducted 


as follows: 
March 17, 


Testimony of i Sieur Jean Baptiste de Chavannes, Secre- 

® Chavannes, tary of.the Council, aged thirty-three years, 
who after oath made by him to speak the truth, said that he is . 
not a relative, ally, servitor, nor domestic of the Sr. Bru and that 
he has been summoned for this day, has presented the notice to 
us. The facts stated in the above request. 

Testifies that he knows Sr. Bru to be a man of honor and 
probity, that he is a Catholic, Apostolic and Roman, having seen 
him exercise the different rites of that faith, that he is familiar 
with business affairs, which is all he said he knows. His deposi- 
tion having been read aloud to him, he said it was the truth, per- 
sisted therein and signs and does not claim pay. 2 

Signed: ‘“Delachaise” “De Chavannes” 


“Rossard” 


Sieur Jean Baptiste Massy, land owner, 
(Concessionier) aged forty years, who, after 
: | oath made by him to speak the truth, said 

that he was not a relative, ally, servitor, nor domestic of Sr. Bru 
and that he had been summoned to appear on this day, has pre- 
sented us the notice. The facts stated in the request were read 
aloud to him. 

Testifies that he has full bnowledes that Sr. Bru is a man | 
of probity and honor, having had dealings with him on several oc-. 
casions, that he is acquainted with business and that he professes 
‘the Catholic, Apostolic and Roman religion, and has seen him 
exercise the rites thereof, which is all he said he knew. His depo- 
sition was read aloud to him and he said that it was the truth, 
‘persisted therein and signs and does not claim pay. 

Signed: “Delachaise”’ *“Massy” 
“Rossard clerk”. 
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No. 240. 
DOCUMENT No. 6. Extraordinary Session of March 18, 1727, 
where were Mssrs. Perier, Comdt; de la 
and Bru as Chaise, Brusle, Prat, Councillors. ! 
oT _ On presentation made to the Council by 


Sieur Dauseville &c. 


The Council having before it the inquiry into the life and 
morals of Sieur Dauseville and the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 
eral of the King, after having administered his oath, received and 
does hereby receive him as Councillor in the said Council, to hold 
rank, seat and voice in deliberations as long as it shall please 
His Majesty, Orders that he shall enjoy the rights, prerogatives 
and privileges thereby granted him. Permission given that 
these be registered by our Clerk in his register. 

Signed: “Perier” ‘Delachaise” ‘“Brusle” 


The Council having before it the inquiry into the life and 
morals of Sr Bru and the opinion of the Attorney General of the 
King and after having administered his oath, has received and 
does hereby receive him as councillor in said Council to hold rank, 
seat and voice in deliberations as long as it shall please His Maj- 
esty. Orders that he enjoy the. rights, prerogatives, honors and 
privileges thereby granted him. Permission given that these be 


registered by our clerk in his register. 


Signed: “‘Perier’ ‘‘Delachaise”’ “Brusle”” “Prat” 


DOCUMENT No. 7. To the Gentlemen of the Superior Council. 

Marc Antoine de Laloere des Ursins has the honor to repre- 
sent that it has pleased the King to grant him a commission as 
Councillor in the Superior Council of this Province; he requests 
the Gouncil to kindly have him installed and to receive him and do. 
justice, etc. | | 
Signed: ‘‘Desursins”’ 

Let the Attorney General of the King be notified, this 16th 
of April, 1727. : 

Signed: “Delachaise’’. 
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that Considering the present petition, the com- 
des ‘Ucaine ‘be. -mission granted by the King to Sieur dela- 
loere des Ursins, August twenty-fourth, one 

ies thousand seven hundred and twenty-six, for 


the position of Fourth Councillor in the Superior Council of-this 
Province, and, considering that the said Sr delaloere des Ursins 
has previously held the place of First Councillor in the Provin- 
cial Council of Illinois and furnished testimony as to his life and 
morality and Catholicity, I require for the King that the said 
Sieur des Ursins be received and installed after taking oath con- 
formably to said commission. 

At New Orleans, April sixteenth, one imei seven hun- 
dred and twenty-seven. — 

Signed: “Fleuriau” 


N 1, Text. 


15 Mars 1727. Le Conseil Vu Les. provisions de Monsieur 
Enregistrement des 
da. Mr - Perier Commandant General. de la. Province 
Perier et de de la Louisianne ordonne quelle seront En- 
M Duderon. 

| registree au greffiere du Conseil Superieur 


dela d Siictaas Enconsequence que Mond Sieur Perier jouira des 
honneurs et prerogatives et preeminence cy portee de ‘Selon leur 
form et teneur Donne en la Chatanre du — Le quinze Mars 
1727 | 
Boisbriant Perault Delachaise Reuss 
fazende Prat fleuriau 


Le Conseil Vu Les provisions de M duderon second Lieutenant de 
Roy de la Province de la Louisianne ordonne quelles seront En- 
registree au greffe du Conseil Superieur de la Province En- 
consequence que Mon dit Sr duderon jouira des honneurs prero- 
gatives et preeminence cy portee Selon Leur forme et teneur 
Donne en la Chambre du Conseil Le quinze Mars 1727 

Boisbriant Delachaise Brusle Perault 

fazende Prat fleuriau 


Document No. 2, Text. 
March 17, 1727. A Messieurs du Conseil Superieur de la 
province de la Louisianne, 
Raymond Amyault Esr Sr D’auseville a |’honneur de vous repre- 
senter qu’ayant este pourveu des provisions du Roy pour occuper 
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une place de Coner_ au Conseil Superieur “ cette Province, il 
desireroit les faire enregistrer Si cestoit vostre oan plaisir a La 


N ouvelle Orleans ce 17e mars 1727. | 


Amyault 


Soit communique au | Procureur General du Roy ce 17e Mars. 1727. 


_ Delachaise. 


Je requiers pour le roy que les pouvoirs accordees par ov Roy au 


Sieur Amyault D’auseville le 24 aoust 1726 soint enregistrees 
suivant leur forme et teneur a la nouvelle Orleans dixsept mars 
1727 


Document No. 3, Text. 


17 Mars 1727 Information de vie et Moeurs faite Pardevant — 
Information de 


Vie et Moeurs Nous Antoine Bruslé Conr au Conseil Su- _ 


du Sr Dauseville | _perieur de la Province de La Louisianne En- | 
consequence De lordre des Messieurs du Conseil de ce jour a 
laquelle a ete procede ainsy quil en suit 


Du dix Sept Mars 1727 


Sieur Claude Bartelon aumonier de la Balaine age de trentehuit 
ans Leql apres avoir ensleve La 


Nous a dis nestre parent allie serviteur ny Domestique i 
Sieur Raymond amiauts (Escuyer) Sieur Dauseville et a ete as- 
signe a ce jour pour deposer Nous a Represente Lexploit et les 
faits portes en la Reqte dont lecture a este faite au Sieur Bertelon — 
- _Depose quil Connoist Ledit Sieur dauseville pour honneste 
homme et quil a la Capacite Requise' pour Exercer La Charge de 
Conseiller au Conseil Superieur quil sait quil fait profession de la 
Religion catolique apostolique et Romaine pour luy avoir vu faire 
des actes de Chatolicitte et quil est de bonne Vie et Moeurs qui 
estoit Ce que Led Sieur Bertelon a dis Scavoir Lecture a luy fte 
de sa deposition a dit Icelle Contenir Verite y persistant et a Signe 
et na Requis Salaire | 

Brusle Barthelon 
Rossard 


Louis de de Perier Com- 
mandant General de la. Province de la Louisianne age de trente 
trois ans leq] apres, serment par luy fait de dire verite, nous a 
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dit nestre parent allie serviteur ny domestique dud Sr dauseville 


et a ete assigne pour deposer nous a Represente IExploit des faits 
portes en la Reqte dont lecture luy a ete feite 

depose quil a Connoissance que le Sieur dauseville est de bonne 
vie et Moeurs et quil fait profession de la Religion catholique 
-apostolique et Romaine pour luy avoir vu faire plusieurs actes de 


Catholicite qui est tout ce quil a dit Scavoir lecture a luy faite de 


sa deposition a dit icelle contenir Verite y a persiste et a signe et 


na Requis Salaire 
Brusle 


Rossard greffr 


Document No. 4, Text. 


A Messieurs du Conseil ieee de la Province de la Lou- 

isianne. 

Louis Bru Vous Represente que le Roy sur la presentation de la 

Compagnie des Indes l’ayant honore des provisions de troisieme 

Conseiller au Conseil Superieur de cette Province C’est pourquoi 

il vous prie de vouloir bien l’y Recevoir en vous Representant les 

provisions de Sa Majeste Jointe a la presentation de la Compagnie 

des Indes Et feres bien. A la Nouvelle Orleans le 17 mars ate: 
(no signature) 

Soit au. Procureur General a la Nle 17 

mars 1727 Delachaise. 

Je requiers pour le roy que les provisions accordees par Sa majeste 


En datte du 24 aoust 1726 soint Enregistrees selon leur forme et_. 


teneur ala nouvelle Orleans le dixsept mars 1727. 


fleuriau 
Document No. 5, Text. 
Information de Vv ie et Moeurs faite Par- 
Vie ‘at modure devant Nous Jacques de la Chaise Coner 
du Sr Bru. depute par le Roy en Cette Colonie et pr clr 


au Conseil Shoutinn en Conformite de:la Reqte et ordce de ce 


jour a. laqle a ete procede ainsy quil-en suit. | 
Du dixsept Mars 1727 


French testimony of | Sieur Jean Baptiste de Chavannes Secre- 
. taire au Conseil age de:trente trois ans leql 
apres serment par fait dire Verite nous a nestre 


| Sr de Chavannee. 
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allie serviteur ny domestique du Sr Bru ql q ete assigne a ce jour | 
nous a Represente Lexploit cidessus faits portes en la Reqte 

Depose qu’il Connoit Le Sr Bru pour homme dhonneur et — 
de probite ql est Catholique apostolique et Romain pour luy avoir 
vu faire differents actes de Catholicite et ql est au fait des af- 
faires qui est tout Ceqladit Scavoir Lecture a luy fte de so depo- 
sition ait icelle Contenir Verite y apersiste et Signe et na Requis 


Salere Delachaise De Chavannes 
Rossard 
of Sieur Jean Baptiste Massy Concessionnaire 
se -~ age de quarante ans Leql apres serment. ft 


par luy de dire Verite nous a dit nestre parent allie serviteur ny 


domestique du Sr Bru ql a ete assigne a ce jour nous a Represente 
_Lexploit des faits portes en la Reqte dont Lecture luy a ete ft 


Depose quil a une parfaite Connoissance que le Sr bru est un 
homme de probite et dhonneur pour lavoir pratique en plusieurs 
occasions glest au ft des affaires etauil fait profession de la Reli- 
gion catholique apostolique et Romaine pour luy vu faire des 
actes de Catholicite qui est tout ql a dit Scavoir Lecture a luy faite 
de sa deposition aditicelle Contenir Verite a persiste et ures et 
na Requis Sallaire 

Delachaise | Massy 
Rossard greffr 


Document No. 6, Text. 


No. 240 
18 Mars 1727, Audce Extraordre du 18e Mars 1 (1727 ye 
one ‘Danneville ct Bru OU etoient Messieurs Perier Comdt de la 
Comme Conseillers. Chaise Brusle Prat Consrs 


~ Sur La presentation fte a Messieurs par le Sieur Dauseville &e 


Le Conseil Vu Lynformation de Vie et moeurs du Sieur dauseville 
Les Conons du p general du Roy et apres avoir Recu so serment 


- La Receu et le Recoit en qualite de Conseiller aud Conseil poury 


avoir Rang Seance et Voye deliberatrice tant ql plaira a Sa 
Majeste ordne quil jouira des droits prerogative et agrements a 
luy accordes pr vie Permission qu Icelles soient en Registree par 


notre greffier Sur Son Registre, | 
Perier Delachaise Brusle 


Le Conseil Vu Lynformation de Vie et Moeurs de Sr Bru Les 
Conons du proc general du Roy et apres avoir Recu son serment, 
La Receu et la Recoit en qualite de Conseiller aud Conseil poury 
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avoir Rang. Seance .et Voye deliberatrice tant quil plaira a Sa 
Majeste ordne ql jouira des droits prerogatives honeurs et agre- 
ments a luy accordee permission q Icelles soeint en Registree par 
notre greffier Sur Son Registre 


Perier Delachaise Brusle Prat 


Document No. 7, Text. 


April 16, 1727. A messieurs du Conseil Superieur 


Messieurs 


Marc Antoine de Laloere ‘da Ursins a lhonneur de vous 


representer quil a plu au Roy de luy accorder des Provisions de 

Conseiller au Conseil Superieur de cette province il requiert le 

conseil de vouloir bien ry faire installer, et le recevoir, et vous 

ferez justice Desursins 

~ Soit Communique au procureur general | 

du Roy ce 16 avril 1727 | 
Delachaise 


Vu la presente requeste et les provisions satteiiees. par le Roy au 
-sieur delaloere des ursins le vingt quatre aoust mil sept cent vingt 
six pour la charge de quatrieme conseiller au Conseil Superieur de 
cette province Et attendu que le dit sieur delaloere des ursins a 
_cydevant exerce le charge de premier conseiller au conseil provin- 
cial des islinois et fait-des informations de vie et moeurs et de 
-Catholicite Je requiers pour le Roy que le dit sieur des ursins Soit 
receu et installe apres serment par luy preste Conformement aux 
dittes provisions A la Nouvelle Orleans le seizieme avril mil sept 
cent vingt ks fleuriau 
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THE VIRGINIANS ON THE OHIO AND THE 
MISSISSIPPI IN 1742* 


By FAIRFAX HARRISON 


In his History of the Valley of Virginia, first published in 
1833, Samuel Kercheval recorded a tradition he had from a 
Valley pioneer, William Heath, of Hardy, that “a man by the 
name of John Howard, and his son, previous to the first settle- 
ment of our Valley, explored the country and discovered the 
charming Valley of the South Branch, crossed the Alleghany 
Mountains and on the Ohio killed a very large buffalo bull, 
skinned him, stretched his hide over ribs of wood, made a kind 
of boat, and in this frail bark descended the Ohio and Mississippi 
to New Orleans, where they were apprehended by the French as 
suspicious characters and sent to France, but nothing criminal 
appearing against them they were discharged. From hence they 
crossed over to England.” 

The early historians of western exploration generally ienoved 
this story, though some of them mentioned it only to scout it.? | 
But there was other testimony for Howard. Dr. L. C. Draper 
and Mr. Thwaites* both found references in eighteenth century 
English books, to “reports of the Virginia government” which 
they accepted as establishing the fact that Virginians named > 
“Howard and Sallee” were on the Mississippi in 1742. In 1893, 


*This article is reprinted with the permission of the author and the Virginia 
Historical Society from the April, 1922, number of The Virginia Magazine of History 
and Biography, Richmond, Va. : 


Mr. Fairfax Harrison enjoys a national reputation as a leader in the economic 
world and among his other employments he is President of the Southern Railway 
System. It is certainly inspiring and invigorating to find this busy man turning aside 
to scholarly diversions of this character. While he treats a minor incident in the his- 
tory of Louisiana, he has devoted to it much time and research and incidentally has 
set an example for us to follow. Our readers, we are sure, will join us in appreciation 
of the good nature and liberality of author and publisher that permits us to make 


prompt use of this material. 


1The quotation will be found on p. 47 of the more accessible (but still unindexed) 
edition of 1902. 


“e. g., DeHass, Western Virginia, 1851, p. 48; Shaler, Kentucky, 1885, p. 59. 


*R. G, Thwaites’ France in America (Hart’s American Nation Series), 1905, p. 40, 
citing a note by the anonymous English translator of LePage DuPratz Histoire de 
la Louisiane (originally published in Paris, 1758, the translation appearing in London 
1763, of which edition see for the reference to “Howard and Sallee,” 1, 105) and a 
brief quotation in J. H. Wynne, British Empire in America (1770, ii, 405). from the 
report of “those who were sent from Virginia in 1742 on purpose to survey” the | 
Mississippi. Dr. Draper’s earlier investigations on the subject were printed in 1914 
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Mr. W. M. Darlington‘ printed, apparently from the Clark trans- 
scripts made in the Public Record Office, London, a calendar of 
the Salley document, which is here presented, but he did not at- 
tempt to confirm it, nor, indeed, did he even comment upon it in 
his exhaustive review of the eighteenth century explorations out 
of Virginia, which preceded Christopher Gist’s journey to the 
Ohio in 1750. Standing alone, stripped of the official reports 
which testified to its provenance, this paper was not convincing. 
Justine Winsor hesitated to accept it. “If the evidence is not to 
be disputed,” he says, “John Howard * * * was perhaps the first 
on the English part to travel the whole course of one of the great 
ramifications of the Valley. * * * An air of circumstantiality is 
given to the expedition in the journal of John Peter Salley, who 
was one of Howard’s companions”. Mr. Winsor’s caution was 
justified also by the confusion in the Virginia folk traditions of 
the adventures of one called John Salling, on the inconsistence of 
which the most judicious of the historians of the Valley of Vir- 
ginia, Mr. J. A. Waddell* had already animadverted. These tales, 
told on winter evenings around border firesides, were preserved 
by Withers,’ Foot,* Campbell,? and Schuricht;?® while Dr. C. L. 
Draper" had taken down in 1848, from statements by “descen- 


dents of John Peter Salling,” a curious farrago of them all, elab- 


orated with new detail. 

The one fact which could be taken to be established by this 
kind of testimony was that in the early days of the Augusta 
frontier, one John Peter Salley (or Salling) had gone thence on > 
a far journey into the mysterious wilderness; but fortunately 
for the credit of a good story, Kercheval’s informant may now 
be corroborated by following up the clues. 


4In an appendix to his edition of Christopher Gists Journals (Pittsburgh, 1893), 
p. 253. The Clarke transcripts had then been calendared in Fernow, The Ohio Val- 
ley in Colonial Days (Albany 1890) with a reference only, at p. 260, to “an account 
of John P. Salley’s travels.” | 

SThe Mississippi Basin, 1895, p. 318. The source of the “evidence” is not cited. 

‘Annals of Augusta, 1886 and 1902, p. 22. | 

7Border Warfare, 1831, p. 42. This, the most circumstantial, assigns to John Sal- 
ling six years of captivity among the Cherokees with incidental travels from Canada 
to Florida. Winsor (Mississippi Basin, pp. 168,179) apparently accepted this tradi- 
tion as more probable than the one of the New Orleans journey, if, indeed, he ap- 
preciated that Salling and Salley were the same man. 

_. 8S8ketches of Virgina, 2d Series, 1855, p. 26. 

®*History of Virginia, 1860, p. 427. 

»The German Element in Virginia, 1898, i, 86. 
~ 11See Mr. Thwaites’ note, based on Dr. Draper’s MS at p. 18 of his edition (1895) 
of Withers’ Border Warfare. 
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The contemporary eecord begins with the Executive J ournal 
of the Virginia Council 

October 17, 1737. 

“John Howard, by his Petition setting forth that he, seciatiies 


with divers other Inhabitants on Sherrando River, are willing 


at their own charge to go upon discoveries on the Lakes & River | 
of Mississippi, and praying a Commission be granted the said 
Howard to Command such men as shall be willing to accompany 
him on such discovery, but with this caution that he don’t offer 
any Hostility to any Indians or others he may happen to meet 
with nor go to any ffort or Garrison possess’d by the erences on 
the said Lakes or River.” 


November 3, 1737. 

“Ordered, That there be furnished to Mr. John Howard 40 
Ibs. powder & a proportionable quantity of bullets out of His 
Majesties Stores & four Kettles for the better enabling him to 
perform the Service in —— discoveries towards the River 
Mississippi.” 
The Gooch Papers** develop the: details. Here it appears that 
when, in May, 1751, in pursuance of Governor Gooch’s long | 
nursed plan to provide an adequate map of Virginia, Joshua Fry 


and Peter Jefferson produced the first draft of the well-known 


map bearing their names, Col. Fry accompanied it with “An Ac- 


‘count of the Bounds of the Colony of Virginia & of its back set- 


tlements, & of the lands towards the Mountains & Lakes” which 
was transmitted with the MS. map to the Lords of Trade: by | 
President Lewis Burwell, then acting lieutenant governor.** In 
this paper Fry states that he had based his depiction of the west- 
ern waters and lands partly on conversations with his neighbor, 
Dr. Thomas Walker, of Albemarle, who had just returned from 
his explorations in Kentucky, and partly on information derived 
from one John Peter Salley, described as “a German who lives 
in the County of in Virginia.” made a 


2Va. Mag. xiv, 9, 16. | 
British transcripts in the Library of Congress. 
“See Burwell’s dispatch of 21 August, 1751, C. -. ‘8: 1327, L. C. Transcripts, > 


355 ff. 
Dr, Walker’s Journal of his explorations in 1750, edited by William Cabell Rives, 


was printed in Boston, 1888. It was Dr. Walker who was selected in 1753 to lead -— 


the proposed expedition out of Virginia to explore the Missouri for a “carry” to the 
waters of the Pacific which was prevented by the outbreak of hostilities with the | 
French in 1754. See James Maury in Memoirs of a Huguenot Family, Putnam's re- 


print, p. 391. 
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transcript of Salley’s journal for 1742-1745,1* in which were re- 


hearsed his adventures on a wilderness journey with John Howard 
under a commission from the Virginia government, which had 
takeh them down the rivers New, Coal (which Salley named), 
Kanawha, Ohio and Mississippi and lead to their capture by the 
French, and imprisonment at New Orleans. Commenting upon 
this journal at large, Fry appended it to the copy of his Account, 
which was sent to London, where it constituted that “report of 
the Virginia government” which was read by the translator of 
DuPratz, by John Huddlestone Wynne and doubtless by others 
who had access to the papers of the Board of Trade. 


Finally, there is now confirmation from the French eda 17 


In 1742 LeMoyne de Bienville, the “father” of Louisiana, was 


at the end of his forty years of service on behalf of that colony. 


Having fallen into disfavor at Court, he had asked for his recall | 


from his arduous duty as Governor, and was awaiting the arrival 


‘of a successor. The French colony was in domestic difficulties, 


and, through the diplomacy of James Adair, of Carolina, had re- 
cently been embroiled with its nearest Indian neighbours, the 
Choctaws. In this situation, a convoy returning down stream 
from the Illinois, captured Howard, Salley and their companions 
on the Mississippi, about one hundred and twenty miles above 


Natchez. In a dispatch of 30 July, 1742, Bienville reports that 


his examination of the aire rote indicated that 


%Salley permitted others also to copy his journal. Mr. Thwaites says (in the 
note in his edition of Withers Border Warfare), “Salling kept a journal which was 
extant in 1745, for in the Wisconsin Historical Society’s library is a diary kept by 
Capt. John Buchanan, who notes that in that year he spent two days in copying a 
part of it.””. Dr. John Mitchell, the Virginia botanist, also had seen it and made use 
of it in drawing that great map of 1755 on which the British government subsequent- 
ly placed so much reliance. In his “Remarks on the Journal of Batts and Fallam” 
(Alvord, First Explorations, p. 204), Dr. Mitchell says “in 1739 or 1740 (sic) a Party 
of People were sent out by the Government of Virginia and traversed the whole 
Countrey down Wood River and the River Ohio to the Mississippi and down that 
River to New Orleans; whose journals I: have seen and perused and have made a 
draught of the countrey from them ay find they agree with other and later ac- 


counts.” 


_ MGayarré (History of Louisiana, 1885, i, 523) mentioned the incident, and on that 
clew the dispatches on which he relied have been found among the French transcripts 
recently acquired by the Library of Congress. The references are Archives’ Na- 
tionales, Colonies, C™ A, 28 folios 6, 71, 191, 273. Cordial acknowledgment is made 
to Dr. J. Franklin Jameson, Director of the Carnegie Institution € heap daneece for 
calling attention to the availability of these documents. 

It is probable that among the still undigested records of the French regime in 
Louisiana, now in the Cabildo at New Orleans, more may be found on the subject. 


Mr. Henry P. Dart, of the New Orleans bar, is making a gallant effort to arouse 


public opinion in Louisiana to the advantage of ociting this cache of historical ma- 
terial. 
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“they had been sent on their perilous journey for the purpose 
of exploring the rivers flowing from Virginia into the Mississippi, | 
and to reconnoiter the terrain looking to establishing a settle- 
ment, for the English pretend that their boundaries extend as 
far as the bank of the Mississippi. I have thought fit to have 


‘this affair investigated by a mixed council of military and civil 


officers to obviate misunderstandings among our own people and 
to allay the alarm excited by an enterprise which, though bold, 
after all was foolhardy. M. de Salmon has entered in our joint 
report on this subject his opinion that these five men were not 
alone, and that they had a rendezvous with the Indians. If they 
had been from Carolina I would agree with him, but the Vir- 
ginians have no such knowledge of the country or of the tribes 
which dwell here as to have made such a rendezvous. Whatever 
may be the fact in this respect it is important that these rash men 
shall not return home to bear witness of what they have learned 
among us. I shall send them to the fort at Natchitoches, whence 
I will have them escorted to the mines of New Mexico.” 

In February, 1743, Bienville reported again that the diffi- 
culty of sending the prisoners safely to New Mexico had deter- 
mined him to await the arrival of his successor (Vaudreuil) be- 
fore disposing of them and, in July, 1743, Vaudreuil in turn re- 
ports that there is danger that the prisoners may escape, where-. 
fore he asked permission to send them to France. On this dis- 


patch is annotated agreement by an official of the home govern- 


ment, “Les renvoyer en France,” and the final entry is a dispatch 
by Vaudreuil of 29 December, 1744, reporting that two of the 
Virginian prisoners had escaped and the other three mre been 
sent to France. 

The details of the story are told in the principal documents 
here reproduced. We begin with a petition which John Howard 
(or, as the French transcript makes him sign himself, Hayward) 
wrote in prison in New Orleans, and to which he added the names 
of his companions. Doubtless he planned to have this paper 
smuggled out by a friendly hand and put in the‘ way to reach 
England. That it is now available is due to the fact that it was. 
intercepted by Vaudreuil, translated into French and forwarded 
to Paris. What follows is a translation of this translation, turn- 
ing it back abe English: 
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“To his Royal Majesty, George II, by the Grace of God, 
King of Great Britain, of all the lands thereon depend- 
- ing, including America, and Defender of the Faith. 
“May it please your Royal Majesty: : 


| “TI, John Hayward, your very humble subject, have been an 
inhabitant in the-most western part of Virginia, where we were 
continually exposed to the fury of unknown savages, who more 
than a hundred times and in different places have murdered the 
subjects of your Majesty. Deeming for this reason that neither 
I nor my neighbours were safe, I considered that the best means 
of remedying this our condition was to go to visit these natives 
and to make a treaty with them. I went accordingly to consult 
with our Governor and, having laid before him my reasons, he 
commissioned me to enlist a small company of volunteers to go 
- into the back parts of Virginia, as far as the River Mississippy, 
there to visit the indians who lived in ‘those parts to make peace 
with them and so establish a durable treaty. A commission was 
made out accordingly. This enterprise having been abandoned 
for reasons which it would be tiresome to relate, I returned to my 
home. But the savages continuing their inhuman murders and 
having killed six of my neighbours in one day in a meeting 
house, I informed the Governor of this accident, whereupon he 
- gave me a new commission and sent me after the murderers in 
the direction of the highest branches of the river Mississippy. 
There I found several indian nations by whom I was informed 
that those who had struck the blow were of their people (I saw 
the scalps of those they had killed), and that the murderers, fear- 
ing we would take vengeance, had fled towards the lakes. Some 
of them were taken and punished. . : 

- “Not trusting in the safety either of myself or my neighbours, 
I determined then to carry out the journey originally planned, 
and, our Governor being called away by reason of the war with 
Spain,!* I made use accordingly of my original commission, which 
was still in force, and set out on March 8,' 1742. I continued 
my journey until July the fourth, when we were arrested by 
eaventy frenchmen, who conducted us to a town called New Or- 


appears his Governor Gooch was absent from Virginia, in 
command of the American troops in the Carthagena expedition only from October 
2, 1740, until the end of March, 1741. He returned wounded and sick leaving what 
he called his “little army” of Americans in Cuba. It must have been by reason of 
his physical condition that Howard was unable to see him again before setting ‘out 


on his expedition. 
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leans, near the mouth of the Mississippy. There we were closely 
examined by the Governor’® and were grievously accused that 
our purpose had been to spy out the way for an army to come 
to destroy them and their country. Nothing appearing against 
us to support this charge, except weak suspicions, we hoped to 
be put at liberty, but on the contrary were condemned to three 
years in prison. And I verily believe that [if left to their mer- 


cies] we will not be released until death has pity on us. To that 
fate we have indeed already been very near, partly by reason | 


of the darkness of our dungeons and partly by reason of the bad 
food given us. But God having pity has restored our strength. 
And yet up to this moment we have no hope for our deliverance 


except in the Wisdom and Charity of your Majesty, our lives 


being as a sacrifice in the hands of cruel men. : 
“That your Royal Majesty and your blessed family may 

continue to enjoy the love of.God, our Celestial father, by the | 
merit of our Redeemer, Jesus Christ, and the Consolation of 
the Holy Ghost, is and continually shall be the prayers of your 
humble subjects whose name are subscribed. 

“John Hayward 

Josias Hayward, my Son 

John Pateet 

John Peter Salling 

Charles Cinekler. 


“New Orleans, June 21, 1743. 3 

“In consideration of our deplorable pomehon, we nak: par- 
don for our bad writing.” 

We shall see that eventually Salley escaped, so that Howaxd 
was of those sent to France by Vaudreuil in December, 1744. 
The Heath tradition as to his subsequent adventures is varied 
in detail, but in substance confirmed by a statement by Col. Fry 
in his Account, viz: “Howard and his men had been confined 
a long time at New Orleans, when, after the French war broke 
out, he and one or two of them were shipped for France, but' in 
the Voyage were taken by an English ship and carryed to Lon- 
don, where I suppose he gave a fuller account of his Expedition 
than I can collect from an imperfect Journal.” . There is no evi- 
dence that Howard any in nor of what be- 


2Bienville. 
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came of him: Uittertinately, there is no such local record for 

him in Virginia as there is for Salley.”° : 
We come next to Salley’ s Journal as Fry transcribed ana 

commented ‘on it. Tested not only by the confimatory docu- 


ments, but by the topography and incidental references, this 
seems now amply to bear out the confidence which both Col. EFY, 


and Dr. John Mitchell placed in it. 


A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE TRAVELS OF J OHN PETER ahexy. A 
GERMAN WHO LIVES IN THE COUNTY OF AUGUSTA 
IN VIRGINIA. 


It may be necessary before I enter upon the particular pas- 
sage of my Travels, to inform my Reader, that what they are 
to meet with in the following Narrative, is only what I retained 
in my Memory; For when we were taken by the French we were 
robbed of all our papers, that contained any writings relative 
to our Travels. 

1740. In the year 1740, I came from Pininetedate to that 
part of Orange County now called Augusta; and settled in a 
fork of James River close under the Blue Ridge of Mountains 
on the West Side, where I now live.”'. | 


*°There was an Irish family named Howard living in Stafford in 1692 when one 
“Thomas Howard, cooper,” administered upon the estate of a kinsman of. the same 


“ name (Stafford records, MS.) 

There was a John Howard who served on the first Grand Jury of Orange county 
in 1735 and was surveyor of the road “from the Chapple Road to the Rapidan Cave’s 
Ford” (Scott Orange County, 29, 30). He may have been our man but as we have 
seen he was living on “Sherando” river in 1737. Mer. Cartmel says (Shenandoah 
Valley Pioneers, pp. 475, 482) that there was an Irish family of Howards living in 
Frederick from the earliest settlement of the Valley. If our man returned to Vir- 
ginia he may have been the “John Howard of the county of Frederick” who on May 


16, 1753, had a grant of a lot in Winchester (Northern Neck Grant Book, H 382)} » 


The John Howard who appears in Chalkley’s Abstracts from 1764 to 1768, in asso- 
ciation with the Capt. John Buchanan who copied Salley’s journal, seems to have 


been of a younger generation. 


John Peter Salley had a patent (Virginia Land Register, xix, 997) dated July | 


6, 1741, for 400 acres “in that part of Orange County called Augusta in the first 
fork of James River on the West side of the blue Ridge of Mountains.” Fry identi- 
fied the site with Salley’s. name on his map, at a point on James River just above 
Balcony Falls, in what is now Rockbridge. It appears from Chalkley’s Abstracts 
from the Records of Augusta County, Virginia (1912), that the author of the Jour- 


nal was a member of Capt. John McDowell’s company before his expedition with . 


Howard. (The muster roll among Preston Papers in the Wisconsin Historical So- 
ciety, printed by Chalkley, ii, 507, is not dated but is related by Waddell to 1742: 
The fact that Salley is on it would indicate that it must have been made before 
March, 1741-2.) and, in 1746, after his return, “qualified as Captain of Foot:” (Au- 
gusta Order Book, i, 135.) In February, 1747-8, he had his lands processioned: and, 
after several real estate transactions and a suit for breach of promise of .marriage 
on, behalf of a. daughter, died in 1755, leaving a will. dated 25 December, .1754 
(proved. 19. March, 1755, Augusta W. B., ii. pp. 92, ili 124). Two of. his sons, George 
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1741/2. In the month of March, 1741/2 One John Howard 
came to my house, and told me, that he had received a Commis- 
sion from our Governor to travel to the westward of this Colony, 
as far as the river Mississippi, in order to make Discovery of 
the Country, and that as a reward for his Labour, he had the 
promise of an Order of Council for Ten Thosand Acres of Land; 
and at the same time obliged himself to give equal Shares of 
said Land to such men as would go. in Company with him to 
search the Country as above. Whereupon I and other two men, 
Vizt [John Poteat] and Charles Sinclair?? (his own Son Josiah 
Harwood having already joined with him) entered into Covenant 
with him, binding ourselves to each other in a certain writing, 
and accordingly prepared for our Journey in a very unlucky hour 
to me and my poor Family. 

1741/2. On the sixteenth of March, 1742, we set off from 
my House and went to Cedar'Creek about five miles, where is a 
Natural Bridge over said Creek, reaching from the Hill on the 
one side to the Hill on the other. It is a solid Rock and is two 
hundred and three feet high, having a very large Spacious 
arch, where the Water runs thro’,?* we then proceeded as far as 
Mondongachate, now called Woods River,** which is eighty-five | 


and John, who took the James River lands under the will sold them in 1760 and 
1762, describing themselves at first as “of Cumberland County, North Carolina,” 
and later, “of Orange County, North Carolina.” (Augusta D. B., ix, 25; xi, 24.) 

The “descendants of John Peter Salling’ who made statements in 1848 for Dr. — 
Draper, lived in Rockbridge, but Dr. Draper recorded that others were then living 
in Tennessee and Kentucky who spelled their name Sallee. In Augusta records it 
is spelled variously Salley, Sally and Salling. 

Whatever was the original name our John Peter was undoubtedly one of the 
Switzers who came to Virginfa through Pennsylvania as a consequence of the ac- 
tivities of Michel and Graffenried (Va. Mag. xxix, i) and must be distinguished from 
that Pierre (or Peter) Salle who was peacefully baptizing children in the Huguenot 
colony at Manakintown during the years John Peter was absent on his travels 
(Brock Huguenot Emigration to Virginia, 1886, pp. 103, 113). 

Mr. A. S. Salley, Jr., of the Historical Commission of South Carolina, advises that 
the Salley family of that State descends from Henry Salley, who had lands laid out 
for him in Orangeburgh Township in eats or sometime before John Peter says he 
left Pennsylvania. . 

2In the Fry transcript a blank was left for the name preceding that of Sinclair. 
We have supplied “Poteat” from the Howard petition, where in the French text it 
is spelled “Putteet.” In Chalkley’s Abstracts (iii, 252) there appears, under date of 
6 February, 1745-6, an assignment of an interest in lands on the South Branch of 
James River (i. e., near Salleys) by “John Pateet of Frederick County, yeoman,” to 
“Charles Sinckler, laborer.” These are undoubtedly our men after they had respec- 
tively returned to Virginia. In 1753 (Chalkley, iii, 309) James Patton conveys other 
lands on James River to “John Peteet,” while later references to Sinclair in the Au- 
gusta records indicate that he followed the western movement of the frontier down 
New River. — 

' %This seems to be the earliest description of the Natural Bridge. It is curious that 
Fry did not mark it on his map. 

*Fry notes here in the margin, “The New River’. For the discovery of this river 
in 1671 when it was named for Col. Abraham Wood of Fort Henry (Petersburg) ‘Bee 
Alvord, First Explorations, 1912. 
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Miles, where we killed five Buffoloes, and with their hides cov- 
ered the Frame of a Boat;?5 which was so large as to carry all 
our Company, and all our provisions and Utensels, with which 
we passed down the said River two hundred and fifty-two miles 
as we supposed,”* and found it very Rocky, having a great many 
Falls therein, one of which we computed to be thirty feet perpen- 
dicular and all along surrounded with inaccessible Mountains, 
high precipices, which obliged us to leave said River.27_ We went 
then a south west course by land eighty-five Miles, where we 
came to a small River,?* and there we made a little Boat, which 
carried only two men and our provisions. The rest traveled by 
Land for two Days and then we came to a large River, where 
we enlarged our Barge, so as she carried all our Company, and 
whatever Loading we had to put into her. We supposed that 
we went down this River Two Hundred and Twenty Miles, and 
-had a tolerable good passage there being only two places, that 
were difficult by reason of Falls. Where we came to this River 
the Country is mountainous, but the farther down the plainer 
in those Mountains, we found great plenty of Coals, for which 
we named it Coal River.?® Where this River and Woods river 
meets*® the North Mountains end, and the Country appears very 
plain and is well water’d, there are plenty of Rivulets, clear 
Fountains and running Streams and very fertile Soil. From the 
mouth of Coal River, to the River Alleghany we computed to be 
ninety two miles, and on the sixth day of May we came to Alle- 
gany which we supposed to be three Quarters of a mile, [broad]™ 


SThis device may be a testimony of | Howard’s origin. Irish fishermen still use 
coracles made with the hides of bullocks. 

*Salley’s distances do not bear critical analysis. One can understand that they 
seemed greater to him than they do to a traveler in a Pullman car. 


It was a wise decision. In Fayette County, says Martin (Gazetteer of Virginia, 
1836), New River “is borne down with so much force and precipitancy as to render 
its crossing hazardous... . the falls being so rapidly successive as to resemble ar- 
tificial steps.” 

*The northeast fork of Coal River. 


*With this description compare Martin, “Coal River . . . is about 100 yards 
wide at its mouth and does not vary this width for many miles above. It is a beau- 
tiful meandering stream which runs through a romantic Valley, without. receiving 
any tributary of consequence from the juncture of its northeast and west fork until 
it receives Little Coal River (Louisa) from the south. . . . The lower falls are 
situated five miles above the mouth and five miles above these are the upper falls.” 
_ The “romantic Valley” is now black with collieries and railroads. Fry misspelled 
the name “Cole” on his map and was followed on several of the later maps. As a re- 
sult, that spelling may still be-encountered occasionally, 


*®Below Charleston, W. Va., so that’ at this confluence Salley’s: “Woods River” 
was the Great Kanawha. 

“The Ohio at the mouth of the Great Kanawha (Point Pleasant) where, in August, 
1749, Celeron de Bienville planted one of his plates, “pour monument du renouvelle: 
ment de possession que nous avons pris de la ditte Riviere Oyo.” One would like to 
know Celeron’s authority for his “renouvellement.” — 
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and from here to the great Falls on this River is reckoned four 
hundred and forty Miles, there being a large Spacious open Coun- 


try on each side of the River, and is well watered abounding 


with plenty of Fountains, small streams and large Rivers; and © 


is very high and fertile soil. At this Time we found the Clover 
to be as high as the middle of a man ’s leg. In general all the 
Woods over the Land is Ridgey, but plain, well timbered and 
hath plenty of all kind of Wood, that grows in common with 


us in this Colony (excepting pine). The Falls*? mentioned above 


are three miles long in which is a small Island, the body of the 
Stream running on the North side, through which is no passing 
by reason of great Rocks and large Whirlpools, by which we 
went down on the south side of said Island without much Danger 


or Difficulty and in time of a Fresh in the River, men may 


pass either up or down, they being active or careful. About 


twenty Miles below the Falls the Land appeared to be somewhat. 


Hilly the Ridges being higher, and continued so for the Space of 


fifty Miles down the River, but neither Rocky nor Stony, but 
a rich Soil as is above mentioned. Joyning this high Land be- | 


low is a very level flat Country on both sides of the River, and 
is so for an Hundred and fifty Miles, abounding with all the ad- 
vantages mentioned above, and a much richer Soil; We then 
met with a kind of Ridge that seemed to Extend across the 
Country as far as we could view and. bore North and South. 
(as mentioned before), but not having such plenty of running 
Streams, yet a richer Soil. On the seventh day of June we en- 
tered into the River Mississippi, which we computed to be five 
miles wide, and yet in some places it is not above One mile over, 
having in most places very high Banks, and in other places it 
overflows. The current is not swift but easy to pass either up 
or down, and in all our passage we found great plenty of Fish, 


and wild fowl in abundance. In the River Mississippi above | 
the mouth of Allegany** is a large Island on which are Three 


“The falls of the Ohio ae Louisville. 

SFry notes in the margin “Ouabache” and in his Account comments: “The River 
Alleghany heads with Susquehanna and the water of the lakes and running South- 
westerly receives the streams from the Allegany Ridge that way as the New River, 
coming from the South, does those Southward, and where they meet they compose the 
River Ouabache, named by the. French, St. Jerome.’”” President Burwell testified that 
Fry had retired from William and Mary College “to the back Settlements (Albe- 
marie) in Order to raise a Fortune for his Family.” . This; then, was the ‘motive 
of his dreams of the west which actuated the remainder of his life. He made what 
was in the Virgina of his time an unusual cdllection of material about. New France. 
James Maury (Memoirs of a Huguenot Family, Putnam’s reprint; p. 390) says that 


he had a copy of Daniel Coxe’s Carolina (published 1722, 1726, 1727 and 1741) and _ 
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Towns inhabited by the French,** who maintain Commerce and 
Trade both with the French of Canada, and those French on the 
mouth of the said River. In the fork between Allegany and Mis- 
sissippi are certain Salt Springs, where the Inhabitants of the 
Towns mentioned above make their Salt. Also they have there 
a very rich Lead Mine which they have Opened and it affords 
them a Considerable gain.** From the Falls mentioned above 


in the River Allegany to the mouth of said River is four Hundred 


fifty Miles, from thence to the Town of New Orleans is One 
Thousand four Hundred and ten Miles, and is Uninhabited ex- 
eepting fifty Leagues above New Orleans. It is a large spacious 
plain Country endowed with all the natural Advantages, that 
is a moderate healthy Climate,.Sweet water, rich Soil, and a 
pure fresh Air, which contribute to the Benefit of Mankind. 
We held on our passage down the River Mississippi [until] the 
second day of July, and about nine o’ the Clock in the Morning 
we went on Shore to cook our Breakfast. But we were suddenly 
surprised by a Company of Men,** Viz. to the Number of Ninety, 


so, of course knew Coxe’s map of the Mississippi, but the statement quoted above 
shows other and better knowledge of the Ohio. It seems likely from what he says 
that Fry had before him a copy of Herman Moil’s “New Map of the North Part of 
America claimed by France,” 1720, the legend of which declares that “the Southwest 
part of Louisiana is done after a French Map Published at Paris in 1718.” Here 
the Ohio is laid down with approximate correctness, if without convincing land marks 
and, although Coxe had called it by its Indian name, “Hohio,” is marked “Ouabach, 
now called by the French R. St. Jerome.” The Great Kanawha is sketched in vaguely 
“Sault R.”, and the true Wabash is indicated still more vaugely but not named. 
The Tennessee River is shown emptying into the Mississippi below the mouth of the 
Ohio and is marked “Cusatees or Thegategos R.” i. e., Cherokee River. 

“Fry comments: “This as well as his account of the Salt Work and Lead Mine 


he had from information after he was taken for they did not go up the River.” 


The island was Kaskaskia. i‘ 

“Fry comments: “Monsieur Joutel in his Journal takes notice of a Salt Spring 
which his Indian Guides showed him between the Mouths of Ouabache and the River 
Islinois and that I suppose is the Place where the French make Salt. These French 
Towns, Salt Work and Lead Mine, must be in Virginia.” . ‘ 

Joutel was one of the companions of LaSalle on his fatal expedition to Texas 


in 1684 and returned via Fort St. Louis on the [Illinois in 1687. (See Parkman, 


LaSalle.) His Journal Historiqué was published in Paris, 1713; an English trans- 
lation appeared the following year and was reprinted in 1719. Fry evidently had a 
copy of one of these editions. Joutel is included in French’s Historical Collections 
of Louisiana, i, 183, and should be read with Dumont’s continuation (ibid., v, I) which 
describes the Illinois fort in 1753. Mboll’s map (1720) indicates “French Factory” 
at the mouth of the “Ilinese R.’”’ and lower down on the Missouri side of the Missis- 
sippi “Salt R.” with Salt Magazine (i. e. Ste Genevieve) and the general description, 
“The whole country is full of mines.’ 

*Fry comments: ““The:Men who took them came from that Settlenient (the Illinois) 
in a fleet of Small Craft guarded by an armed Schooner because the Cherokees and 
other Indians at War with the French sbmetimes intercept them on the Mississippi.” 

As it happens, we have a graphic record of such an adventure, the very year before 
‘ Howard and Salley were on the: Mississippi, in the Journal of Antoine Bonnefoy 
(Mereness, Travels in the American Colonies, 1916, p. 241). In 1741 he was inter- 
cepted by the Cherokees while making his way from Orleans to the [Illinois and 
was carried up the  Penneeete River to captivity in the Western North Carolina 


mountains. 
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Consisting of French men Negroes, & Indians, who took us pris- 
oners and carried us to the Town of New Orleans which was 
about one Hundred Leagues from us when we were taken, and 
after being examined upon Oath before the Governor* first 
separately one by One, and then All together, we were com- 
mitted to close Prison, we not knowing then (nor even yet) 
how long they intended to confine us there. During our stay 
in prison we had allowed us a pound and a half of Bread a man 
each Day, and Ten pound of pork p Month for each man. Which 
allowance was duly given us for the space of Fighteen Months, and 
after that we had only one pound of Rice Bread, and one pound of 
Rice for each man p Day, and one Quart of Bear’s Oil for each 
man p. Month, which allowance was continued to us untill I made 
my Escape. Whilst I was confined in Prison I had many Visits 
made to me by the French and Dutch who lived there, and grew 
intimate and familiar with some of them, by whom I was informed 
of the Manner of Government, Laws, Strength and Wealth of the 
Kingdom of Louisiana as they call it, and from the whole we 
learned, that the Government is Tyrannical, The Common Peo- 
ple groan under the Load of Oppression, and Sigh for Deliver-— 
ance. The Governor is the Chief Merchant, and inhances all 
the trade into his own hands, depriving the Planters of selling 
their Commodities to any other, but himself, and allowing them | 
only such prices as he pleases.** And with respect to Religion, 
there’s little to be found amongst them, but those who profess 
any Religion at all, it’s the Church of Rome. In the Town are | 
nine Clergymen four Jesuits and five Capuchin Friers. They 
have likewise one Nunnery in which are nine Nuns. Notwith- 
standing the Fertility and Richness of the Soil; The Inhabitants 
are generally poor as a Consequence of the Oppression they meet 
with from their Rulers, neither is the Settling of the Country, 
or Agriculture in any Measure encouraged by the Legislature.— 
One thing I had almost forgot, Viz. we were told by some of the © 
French who first settled there, that about forty years ago, when — 
the French first discovered the place, and made attempt to settle 
therein, there were then pretty many English settled on both 
sides of the River Missisippi, and one Twenty Gun Ship lay in 


Bienville. 
All this seemed to be mere gossip derived from Salley’s fellow prisoner the dis- 
_ affected creole Baudran, whom we are soon to meet. Gayarré says that when Bien- 
ville “left Louisiana forever, although he was under the displeasure of the court, 

the colonists were loud in expressing their regrets.” , 
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the River, what became of the ship we did not hear, but we were 
informed that the English Inhabitants were all destroyed by the 
Natives by the Instigation of the French.°*° 7 
I now begin to speak of the strength of the Country, and by 
the best Account I could gather I did not find, that there are 
above four Hundred and fifty effective Men of the Militia in 
all that Country, and not above one Hundred and fifty Soldiers 
under pay in and about the Town of New Orleans, ’tis true they 
have Sundry Forts in which they keep some men, but they are 
_ so weak and despicable as not worth taking notice of, with regard 
to the Strengthening of the Country, having in some of them 


only six men, in others Ten men, the strongest of all those places 


is at the Mouth of the Mississippi in which are Thirty Men, and 
Fifty Leagues from thence Is a Town called Mumvell*® nine Lea- 


gues from the Mouth of a River of the same Name in which is 


a Garrison, that consists of Seventy Soldiers. 

After I had been confined in close Prison above two er 
and all Expectation of being set at liberty failing, I began to 
think of making my escape out of Prison, one of which I put 
in Practice, and which Succeeded in the following Manner. There 


was a certain French Man, who was born in that Country, and 


had some time before sold his Rice to the Spaniards for which 
he was put in Prison, and it Cost him six Hundred Peices of 
eight before he got clear. He being tired with the Misery and 
_ Oppression under which the poor Country People Labour form- 
ed a Design of removing his Family to South Carolina. Which 


Design was discovered, and he was again put in Prison in the 


Dungeon, and made fast in Irons, and after a formal Tryal, he 
was condemned to be a Slave for Ten Years, besides the expense 
of seven Hundred pieces of Eight. With this Miserable French 
Man I became intimate & Familiar, and as he was an active 
man, and knew the Country he promised, if I could help him off 


®Fry comments: “If this be true it is most likely to be Known in England or 
Jamaica: and a Proof of it would give the English a Right by Possession to the 
Southern part of the river as well as to the Northern by King James the First’s 
Charter to Virginia.” 
While undoubtedly there were Carolina traders on the Mississippi as early as 1700 
(the facts are collected in Surrey, The Commerce of Louisiana during the French 
Régime, Columbia University Studies 1917) the story of English in the Mississippi 
forty years before 1742, which Salley heard, was probably a tradition of the elder 
Coxe’s expedition up that river in 1698, for which we’see Margry, Decouverts et etab- 
lissements, iv, 361, 395, Daniel Coxe in the preface of his Carolina, and his father’s 
‘Memorial in Alvord, First Explorations, p. 248. As Fry knew Coxe’s book, he evi- 
dently did not believe this part of it. 


oMrry notes in the margin, “Mobile.” 
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with his Irons, and we all got clear of the Prison, he would con- 
duct us safe until we were out of Danger. We then got a 
small file from a Soldier wherewith to cut the Irons and on the 
25th day of October, 1744 we put our Design in Practice. While 
the French man was very busie in the Dungeon in cutting the 
Irons, we were as industrious without in breaking the Door of 
the Dungeon, and Each of us finished our Jobb at one Instant 
of time, which had held us for about six hours; by three of the 
Clock in the Morning with the help of a rope which I had pro- 
vided beforehand, we let ourselves down over the Prison Walls, 
and made our Escape‘! Two Miles from the Town that night, 
where we lay close for two days. We then removed to a. place 
three Miles from the Town, where one of the good old Fryers of 
which I spoke before, nourished us four Days. On the Eighth | 
Day after we made our Escape, we came to a Lake* seven 
Leagues from the Town but by this Time we had got a gun and 
some Ammunition, the next Day we shot two large Bulls, and 
with their Hides made us a boat, in which we passed the Lake 
in the Night. We tied the Shoulder Blades of the Bulls to small 
sticks, which served us for paddles and passed a point, where 
there were thirteen men lay in wait for us, but Thro’ Mercy we 
escaped from them undiscovered. After we had gone by Water 
sixty miles we went on Shore, we left our Boat. as a Witness of 
our Escape to the French. We travelled thirty miles by land 
to the River Shoktare,** where our French man’s father lived. 
In this Journey we passed thro’ a Nation of Indians, who were 
very kind to us, and Carried us over two large Bays.*t In this 
place we Tarried Two Months and ten Days i in very great Danger 
for search was made for us everywhere by Land and Water and 
Orders to Shoot us when found. Great Rewards were promised 
by the Governor to the King of the Indians (mentioned above) 


41Vaudreuil’s despatch of 29, December, 1744 (Arch. Nat. Colonies, C* 28: 273) 
confirms this. Salley’s creole companion was one Baudran who sometime before had 
been arrested for robbery and was condemned to ten years in the galleys, but escaped 
to the Havana with the intention of making his way to Carolina and thence among 
the Indians “of that Nation.” He was, however, returned to New Orleans by the — 
Spanish and there was imprisoned in irons (legs, hands and neck) until permission 
could be obtained to send him to France. After his escape with Salley he sent word 
to the Governor that his purpose was to enlist his friends among the Choctaws to in- 
tercede for his pardon, which says Vaudreuil, “will be difficult to refuse because he 
is a brave and enterprising man, much beloved by the Indians, and if he shall ally 
himself with the enemies of France will be a dangerous enemy. ” 


Pontchartrain. 


. Pearl River. The friendly aid of the Choctaws is an OE of the relations 
Baudran had with them. 


“Bay St. Louis and Biloxi Bay. 
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to take us, which he refused, and in the ininieanbtinne was very kind 
by giving provisions and informing us of our Danger from time 
to time. After they had given over Searching for us, and we 
having got a large Periague and other necessary things for 
our voyage, and on the 25th of January Our French man and 
one Negro boy (which he took to wait on him) and another 
French man and we being all armed and well provided for our 
Voyage, we set off at a place called the Belle Fountain (or in 
English fine spring)** and Sailed fifty Leagues to the head of 
St. Rose’s Bay,** and there left our Vessel and traveled by Land 
Thirty Leagues to the Fork Indians,*? where the English trade. 
Then there were three with them, and there we stayed five days. 
The’ Natives were to us kind and generous, there we left the 
two French men and Negro boy, and on the tenth of February 
we set off and Travelled by land up the River Giscaculfufa or 
Biscaculfufa,** one Hundred and thirty five Miles, passing sev- 
eral Indian Towns the Natives being very hospitable and kind, 
and came to one Finlas an Indian Trader, who lives among the 
Ugu Nation. On the first of March we left Mr. Finlas, and on 
the sixteenth we arrived at fort Augustus* in the Province of 
Georgia. On the nineteenth instant we left fort Augustus and 
on the first of April we arrived at Charles Town, and waited on 
_ the Governor,®® who examined us Concerning our Travels &c. 
and he detained us in Charles Town eighteen Days, and made 
us a present of eighteen pounds of their Money, which did no 
more than defray our Expenses whilst in that Town. 


“On D’Anville’s map of Mobile and the adjacent coast (1732, reproduced in Ham- 
ilton, Colonial Mobile, pv. 166) Belle Fontaine” is marked on the bay shore between 
Biloxi and the mouth of Pascagoula. On Bellin’s Carte de la Louisiane et des Pays 
voisins, 1750, it is marked ‘La basse Fontaine.” The “Fontainbleu” of the modern 
map evidently indicates the site. : 

“The Santa Rosa Bay of the contemporary maps is now known, after the stream 
which drains into it as “Choctawhatchee Bey" but the old name remains in “Santa 
Rosa Island”, east of Pensacola. 

The strategy of Salley and his companion was to avoid the French at Mobile and 
at Fort Toulouse (Montgomery), and to strike as soon as possible one of the Caro- 
lina trading paths ovt of Savana Town (Fort Moore, opposite Augusta) which 
then traversed north Georgia and Alabama, by which they could, as they did, make 
their way to Charles: Town. 

"These were the “Lower Creeks” living in the fork between the Chattahootchie 
and Flint Rivers, with whom Carolina then maintained trading relations. 

“Neither of these names appear on the contemporary maps. The river was the 
Chattahoochie on which a Dutch map of “Florida” of 1734 (followed by the map in 
Rapin, History of England, 1744) shows “Hogolegos” in the vicinity of Columbus, Ga. 
This was a village of the Yuchi (Handbook Am. Indians, ii, 1003) who were Salley’s 
“Ugo Nation.” 

“Augusta, on the Savannah River. 

He was James Glen, a Scot, who came to South Carolina as Governor in 1743. 
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‘I had delivered to the Governor a Copy of my Journal, which 
when I asked he refused to give me, but having obtained from 
him a Pass we went on board of a small Vessel bound for Vir-— 
ginia. On the Thirteenth of April, the same day about two of 
the Clock we were taken by the French in Cape Roman and kept 
Prisoners till eleven of the Clock next Day, at which time the 
French after having robbed us of all the Provisions we had for 


our Voyage or Journey, put us into a Boat we being twelve men 


in number, and so left us to the Mercy of the Seas and Winds. 


On the fifteenth instant we arrived again at Charles Town," 
and were examined before the Governor concerning our being 
taken by the French. We were now detained three Days before 
we could get another Pass from the Governor, we having destroy- 
ed the former, when we were taken by the French, and then 
were dismissed, being in a strange place, far from Home, des- 
titute of Friends, Clothing, Money and Arms, and in that deplor- 
able Condition had been obliged to undertake a Journey of five 
Hundred Miles, but a Gentleman, who was Commander of a 
Privateer, and then lay at Charles Town with whom we had 
discoursed several times, gave to each of us a Gun and a Sword, 


and would have given us ammunition, but that he had but little. 


On the Eighteenth Day of April, we left Charles Town, the second 
time; and traveled by Land,*? and on the seventeenth Day of May, 
1745 we arrived at my House, having been absent three years Two 
Months and one Day, from my family, having in that time by the 
nicest Calculation I am able to make, travelled by Land and Water 
four thousand six hundred and six Miles since I left my own 


House till I returned Home again. | ae 
p John Peter Salley. 


The South Carolina Gazette, published at Charles Town, carried the following 
news item in its issue of April 15, 1745: 

“Capt. Norman in a small Schooner belonging to Mr. Hugh Cartwright of this town 
and Messrs. George Ducat and Robert Dunston two of our Pilots with their boat, 
were taken on Friday last off Cape Romain in their Passage to Winyaw, by a French 
Privateer from Port Louis on St. Domingo, call’d L’ Aventure, Capt. Martin Torres, — 
who after having plundered the Pilot Boat gave Ducat a Pass in French not to 
be retaken by his concert and put 12 English Prisoners on Board, with which he ar- 
riv’d last Night.” 

Acknowledgment is made to Mr. A. S. Salley, Jr., for this Farther voucher of the 
good faith of our document. 

STt seems probable that they followed the “Path to Virginia by way of Cape Fear,”’ 
as marked on George Hunter’s map of South Carolina in 1730. This map is repro- 


- duced in Bulletin No. 4 of the Historical Commission of South Carolina, 1917. 
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‘GEORGE H. THEARD 
BORN MAY 17, 1857—DIED FEBRUARY 6, 1920. 


By Henry Plauché Dart. 


The Quarterly has been asked to print the Memorial Ad- 
dress delivered before the Supreme Court of Louisiana in Octo- 
ber, 1920, upon the life and character of George H. Theard. It 
is unquestionably one of the purposes of this publication to pre- 
serve the record of distinguished Louisianians and there can be 
no doubt Judge Theard falls in that category. 


The editor has resisted the plea for publication solely be- 
cause he is the author of the Memorial, but the demand for its 
appearance here has been so insistent, we yield our modesty in 
the interest. 

H: P. D:- 


May it please the Court: 


| The roll of the distinguished dead during the precéding- term 

of ‘this Court bears no name more regretted than George Henry 
Theard, Judge of the Civil District Court for the Parish of Or- 
- Jeans, Division “E”, who died on February 6, 1920. 


He was an ideal magistrate, noted for his profound knowl- 
edge of law, his devotion to duty, his untiring energy, his abso- 
lute impartiality, his even temper and always most considerate 
manner. He was an ornament to the Bench, on which he sat dur- 
ing nearly twenty-eight years. 

Born in New Orleans on the 17th day of May, 1857, he re- 
ceived his education at the Jesuits’ College on Baronne Street and 
at Spring Hill College, Alabama, also conducted by the Jesuit 
Fathers. From the latter institution he was graduated in August, 


- 1873, as Bachelor of Arts, when he was only sixteen years of age. 


His proficiency in his classes was such that he not’only took first 
honors but was awarded a gold medal for “superior success.” He 
was even offered a chair as teacher in his Alma Mater; but de- 
clined, in order to enter at once upon the study of law. Two years 
later he received from Spring Hill College the degree of Master of 
_ Arts. A few years ago, Loyola University, of this City, conferred 
upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. 
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| On leaving college George H. Theard began to read law in the © 
office of his father, Judge Paul E. Theard, and he was graduated 
as a lawyer from the University of Louisiana, now the Tulane 
University of Louisiana, on the 3rd day of May, 1878, two weeks 
before he reached the age of majority. 

In the meantime he was receiving practical training in the 


Courts. In 1874 he became a deputy clerk in the Sixth District 
Court of this Parish, of which the late Arthur Saucier was Judge. 


He was promoted to the position of Minute Clerk in 1876, serving 


until 1877. -In that year he was appointed to the same position 
by Hon: F. A. Monroe, then Judge of the Third District Court, 
subsequently Presiding Judge of the Civil District Court, now 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. He resigned on the Ist of 
January 1883, and entered upon the practice of law as a member 
of the firm of P. E. Theard & Sons (the other members being 
his father, Judge Paul E. Theard, and his younger brother, 
Charles J. Theard).- He rose rapidly at the Bar, and was in the 


front rank among New Orleans lawyers when, in 1892, he was 


elevated to the Bench. 

He had also acquired a great reputation as a public siciiataaes | 
As a supporter of Francis T. Nicholls in the McEnery-Nicholls 
contest for the Governorship, in 1887-1888, he made a name for 
himself as a most gifted orator. To Governor Nicholls he was 


_ strongly attached, since 1877, having taken part in the move- 


ment of the 9th of January of that year, which resulted in the 
final overthrow of the Republicans in this State and the installa- 
tion of the Nicholls government. During the anti-lottery struggle, 
George H. Theard’s speeches against the lottery and for Murphy 
J. Foster, were still more admired. He spoke as brilliantly and 
as effectively in French as in English. : 

In July 1892, Governor Foster appointed him Judge of the 
Civil District Court, Division E. He ascended the Bench on Au-- 
gust 1, 1892. He was then thiry-five years of age. 

His first term was for eight years. In 1900 (the office i 
ing become elective instead of appointive, and the term having 
been made twelve years instead of eight), he was elected to succeed 
himself; and in 1912 he was re-elected, for twelve years more. 

Judge George H. Theard, as already stated, was the son of 
Hon. Paul Emile Theard. His mother was Miss Athenais Pilie, 
daughter of Joseph Pilie, a noted engineer, who in his day was 
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the City Surveyor. Hon. Paul E. Theard was one of the most 
- prominent members of the Bar, and was during eight years Judge 
of the late Fourth District Court of this Parish. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul E. Theard are dead. 
Judge George H. Theard was not married. He leaves two 

- brothers, Charles J. Theard and Alfred F. Theard, and two sisters, 
Miss Emma Theard and Miss Mathilde Theard. The Judge and 
his sisters had their home together, at No. 1439 Marais Street. 
There was another brother, Doctor Sidney L. Theard, an able | 
physician, who died in September, 1910, and who was at his 
_ death, and had been since 1898, the Secretary and Chief Sanitary 

Officer of the City Board of Health. — | 

- The slight summary of the career of Judge Theard, which 
we have just given, brings forward several characteristics worthy 
of reiteration; the first is his youthful and almost phenomenal 

ability to receive and utilize the fundamentals of education. At 
an age when most boys are just beginning to take a grip on the 
elements which go to make a student, he closed a successful and 
unusual career in college and stepped out of its influence equip- 
ped for the next stage of life, the work in the profession which he 
had chosen and which he was so signally to adorn. Here it is also 
to be noted that the youth was no mere hothouse product of an 
institution of learning, doomed to wither and blight in the hard 
light of the working years to come; he was, on the contrary, a 
‘normal, steadfast student, with natal capacity to do the things 
easily and properly which less gifted men slave for and some- 
times fail to accomplish. The next observation is that, by choice 
and not wholly through necessity, he entered the ranks of the 
routine workers in the business side of the law, and at seventeen 
beame a deputy clerk in the Clerk’s office of the Sixth District 
Court, where, in his nineteenth year, he was advanced to the 
responsible and laborious position of minute clerk. 


Those were the days when the pen of the minute clerk en- | 
tered the day’s proceedings, drafted the judgments, and other 
judicial orders, and the records of that period bear witness to the 
industry and capacity of the scribe. Those of us who were his con- 
temporaries can also certify that he had thus early exhibited the 
habit of prompt attention to duty. It was not a careless era in 
the practice, but it was not unusual for court to meet with the 

minutes of yesterday not ready for approval—the unvarying ex- 
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ception was the court orenided over by Judge Saucier and kept set 


to the hour by George H. Theard. 
Another noticeable thing is, that he willingly resumed the 


labor of this task under the administration of Judge Monroe, in 


the Third District Court, altho’ he was then burdened with his 
studies at the Law Department of the University of Louisiana. 
But it is quite evident he loved the work and the surroundings, | 
and could not bring himself to leave it, after graduation at the 
bar. It is also a fact that when the urge of the profession could 


* no longer be resisted, the parting between clerk and judge was | 


one in which regret figured on both sides, and though his fellows 
at the bar joined in the regret, there was none of us who did not 
feel that his future with us would be as successfully happy as the 
career he then closed. | 

But even in his days as a clerk in the courts, the predominant 
characteristic of our deceased friend was recognized, and it con- 
tinues to be the leading feature in our remembrance of his years 
of service at the bar and on the bench. He was a practical stu- 
dent of the law, that is, he combined the two functions; he could 
originate and state a legal proposition, and could plan and de- 
vise the method of executing it. He approached every problem 
with reflection, studying it with care, and acted with decision. 
He drank deep at the sources of the Civil Law. Here his skill in 
the vernacular in which that system was written was joined to 
his birthright the language of his race, and linked up with a 
wealth of expression in perfect English. With his extraordinary 
industry, it was a very difficult problem, indeed, that this trinity 
of languages could not reach. But when he attacked a problem of 
this nature, he produced results which the unfortunate loser sel- 
dom succeeded in over-throwing. There were many such in- 
stances of his profound knowledge and legal skill adopted by the © 
Supreme Court and incorporated in its opinions. These adopted 
views cover his whole career on the bench, and one has quite re- 


‘cently been published. 


To native and acquired comnnity, J ils Theard united in- 
dustry and promptitude. He approached no question laboriously; 
there was a light burning in his mind which quickly illuminated 
the subject. This dynamic force was a knowledge of principles 
which searched .thru’ the difficulties, real or apparent, and 
pointed the way to a swift, accurate and sagacious conclusion. 


And yet, this magistrate never allowed a swift conclusion to re- 
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main the last impression without having put it thru’ the alembic 
of reconstruction and reflection. Each of us can recall incidents 


confirming this statement. He seldom heard an argument, with- 
out taking part in it, not aggressively, but rather suggestively,. 
and more often than not he would at the conclusion state impres- 
sions. But nearly always the learned judge would wind this up 


_ with the words—“T will think it over,” or “I will consider it.” 
His first conclusions on facts, it may be added, were not often 
changed. He watched the evidence with attention and seemed to 


make a mental summary as it proceeded; he had the capacity 


to remember facts, sometimes, even the words of a witness were 
fixed in his retentive memory, and he would carry such things 


for long periods, and thru’ the intricacies of complicated trials. 


One of the pleasures of practising law before Judge Theard 
was the atmosphere, if we may use that term, of his courtroom. 
He was not obstrusive in requiring order and decorum, yet it 
seemed perfectly natural to observe these in his presence. It was 
a tribute, perhaps, to his manner on the bench, which was judicial 
always; he spoke in a soft, clear, pleasing voice; he never seemed 
to lose the poise and balance of his place; he sat patiently, listened 


diligently, observed always, and things moved along in a serene, 


pleasing, noiseless fashion that was very comfortable and satis- 
factory to all concerned. | 

In his early manhood, and for a long period on the bench, 
Judge Theard enjoyed perfect health, but in the later years of his 
career this failed him, and we know there must have been times 
when duty was performed under the rack of pain. Yet he did not 
let this interfere with the even course of his judicial life. He rose 
superior to physical ills, and as his strength ebbed and he con- 
tinued to work, it appeared as tho’ his mind took on greater acti- 
vity and strove to supply on that side what nature was slowly sap- 
ping on the other. Save that he shortened the daily sessions of his 
court and sought to avoid prolonged jury trials, he covered the 


work of his division and kept his docket up, all, it may be added, 


to the constant surprise and gratification of the members of the 
bar. 


No tribute to Judge Theard would be complete without re- 


ference to another side of his life. He was, of course, first, last 


and all the time a lawyer, and the law was to him the summit of 
human ‘happines. He lived in and with it, and it was so much a 
part of him, one might surmise it was all sufficient. But he had 
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another side, the love of art and music. He was a devotee of opera, — 
and in his lighter hours could sing a score as creditably as a pro- 
fessional artist. In his younger days, his singing voice was often — 
heard in the home circle, among relatives and by friends, where 
such things might be indulged in without hypercritical comment. . 
His marvellous memory held the score of many grand and light 
operas, and he could follow the great artists and interpret the role 
with a skill that was very much like that which he displayed on 
the serious side of life. His love of art took him into the festive 
side of carnival life in New Orleans, where, for years—almost a 
generation, indeed, he was the leader of one of the clubs which de- 
lighted the people with its ante-Mardi Gras parades. 


If contemporaneously one did not know the grave judge, who 
thus threw himself into this arduous work, was not in fact neglect- 
ing the duties of his profession and of his judicial station, it 
would be difficult not to conclude he was using time that belonged 
elsewhere. Any one who had helped in these functions, and all 
those who were associated with him in them, can testify that they 
required time and strength beyond ordinary conception, but they 
were assumed by him and completed to the last detail, without 
trenching on his life work or neglecting his duties elsewhere. 
Yet, it was truly burning the candle at both ends. We have said 
it never interfered with his judicial duties, yet, as a pleasantry | 
and no more, it is a fact that the case set for trial in his division 
on Ash Wednesday could get a continuance without very strenuous 
application or serious reasons. However, that would always rest 
with the litigants and their lawyers. The court was open and 
the judge was there, notwithstanding the ony before had really . 
ended in sack cloth and ashes. 


Upon the death of Judge Theard, there was a spontaneous 

_ expression of the Bar of New Orleans of the sorrow and pity | 
_ which stirred it at the passing of this man, who had so long held 
the scales even between us. For almost a generation we had 
grown used to this figure holding his serene course in the Temple 
of Justice, and it seemed right we should gather first at the place 
where his spirit was still brooding over the scene. From that 
demonstration, we bring to this Court this final and more formal 
message of the Louisiana Bar Association, in fulfillment of our 
last duty to the memory of this distinguished and lamented 
magistrate. 
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_ THE HUNT FAMILY 
A SKETCH OF MEN OF GREAT ATTAINMENT. 


By James A. Renshaw.* 


Louisiana has been particularly fortunate ‘in having had 
among her sons, both those by birth and those by adoption, many 


outstanding characters; but to the four brothers of the Hunt 


family, who came to this state from South Carolina, and to one 
descendant who lived out his life in this his native state, is she 
greatly indebted, in that they all added by their learning, their 


great powers, and their courtly bearing to her already brilliant . 


record. 
: In a statement of mere facts, there cannot be much claim.for 
originality beyond perhaps the order of their recital. For the in- 
formation here given, I am indebted principally to contempora- 
neous newspapers, and to the Life of Randell Hunt, edited by his 
nephew, W. H. Hunt. Nor is it possible, where so much was ac- 
complished by the actors themselves, to give within the limits of a 
paper of this kind more than a bare outline of their doings; a 


something, though, that should suffice to demonstrate the grandeur 


of intellect, the power of speech, the loftiness of purpose, the 
polish of manner, that forced and held them to the front. 

Going back through the years. we trace the family from 
Thomas Hunt of Bermuda, who in 1739 or 1740 married a widow, 
Sarah Stiles, of Durham, England. Their son, Robert Hunt, was 


.. born about the year 1745, marrying in 1772 at Nassau, New 


Providence, Bahama Islands, Sarah Bunch, Christ Church. Rob- 


ert Hunt was Colonial Governor of the Bahama Islands, and Pres- 


ident of the King’s Council at Nassau. A son, Thomas Hunt, was 
born at Nassau, May 1773; but as he grew to man’s estate he 


settled at Charleston, South Carolina, and in time became a natu- 


ralized ‘American. Here he met and married Louisa Gaillard, a 
daughter of John Gaillard and Judith Peyre, whose Huguenot 
ancestors had landed in South Carolina about the year 1687. 
During a journey abroad of John Gaillard and his consort 
Louisa was born at sea, the vessel being then in the British Chan- 


~ nel near the coast of France. Her family was one of distinction; 


one of her brothers having been honored by his state and sent as 


oA paper read before the Louisiana Historical Society May 23, 1922. 
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Senator from South Carolina, while another brother was associate © 
judge of Common Pleas. This Senator was John Gaillard, chosen 
in 1804 to succeed Pierce Butler, resigned, and who was sub- 
sequently reelected, serving ‘in the position named continuously 
until his death in 1826. He was signally honored, having been 
nine times chosen President pro. tem. of the Senate, presiding 
during fourteen years in the chair some part of every Congress _ 
from the 11th to the 18th inclusive. This distinction became pos- 
sible through the death of Vice-Presidents Clinton and Gerry and 
by the frequent absence of Vice-President Tompkins. | 

The marriage of Thomas Hunt and Louisa Gaillard was 
solemnized at Charleston, January 8th, 1805. In addition to his 
city residence Thomas Hunt was also owner of the “Woodville” 
plantation, on the Wonda river, and the family alternated from 


one home to the other. Twelve children were the fruit of their 


union, but we are concerned with only four, as follows: 

Theodore Gaillard, born October 23rd, 1805. 

Randell, born December 31st; 1806. | 

Thomas, born May 18th, 1808. 

William Henry, born June 12th, 1823. 

They were given the advantages of the best schooling, Ran- 
dell graduated from the College of South Carolina in 1825 with 
highest honors, taking first place in each of his various studies. 
In 1828 he was admitted to the South Carolina bar, and soon made 
his power felt. At that time this great commohwealth was in a 
political upheaval. Under the leadership of Jno. C. Calhoun the 
nullification movement was making great headway. The Hunt 
family had views opposite to that doctrine, and Randell made a 


telling speech for the Union. For this he was placarded and 


threatened with hanging. Their fear of disastrous results to the 


- state from such political ideas, and the death of Thomas Hunt, 


the father, December 25th, 1830, induced the family to forsake 


their residence in South Carolina, more particularly since recent 


financial reverses had ntuch impoverished them. 

Theodore Gaillard and Dr. Thomas Hunt selected New Or- 
leans as offering the greater future; Randell, however, preferred 
going to the city of New York, but within the year concluded he 
had made an error in his choice and so joined the two in Lou- 


_isiana. William, only a child at that time, came this way later. 


Mrs. Hunt, the mother, moved in 1832 with the younger children 


to New Haven, Connecticut, influenced by the idea that better 
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schooling facilities were there to be enjoyed. Five daughters 
of the family subsequently moved to New Orleans to make their 
home—Eugenia Hunt, Cornelia Hunt (Mrs. Biscoe), Julia Bunch 
Hunt (Mrs. Uhlhorn), Floride P. Hunt, and Emma L. Hunt, the 
- latter two living with their brother Wm. H. Hunt, and going 
with nian to Washington when he took up his residence there. 


THEODORE GAILLARD HUNT 
Born October 23rd, 1805—-Died November 16th, 1893. - 


_ Shortly after his coming to New Orleans, Theodore Gaillard 
Hunt received distinguished honor, being appointed by Etienne 
Mazureau, then Attorney General of Louisiana, to the office of 
District Attorney. He was also on the staff of Gov. A. B. Roman. 
As can be readily surmised, Mr. Hunt was a member of the Whig 
party. Elected to the State Legislature he commanded merited 
attention, and though his political friends were not able to vest 
him with the high honor, they gave him a marked complimen- 
tary vote favoring his choice as a Senator from Louisiana to the 
Congress of the United States. He made later, however, a suc- 
cessful campaign for the House of Representatives and was so 
chosen from the Second Congressional District. He was noted 
as a fine debater, and as a man courageous and independent. He 
took a decided stand in the discussion over the Missouri Compro- 
mise, and urged upon the South, with great force, to stand by the 
convictions he then announced. | 

Later on Mr. Hunt was chosen by the electorate to the posi- 
tion of judge of the Criminal Court, otherwise the First District 
Court of New Orleans. His career on the bench was of high order. 
As has been said of him, he was “patient, fearless, dignified and 
merciful.” Many of his charges to the grand and petit juries 
were written out, and evidenced great study and reflection. It is 
a fact worthy to be noted, that only once in his occupancy of the 
bench was he overruled by the Supreme Court. There was also a 
martial spirit that stirred within Judge Hunt, and so during the 
war with Mexico he volunteered his services, and bore the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel. Likewise when the war between the 
States startled the world, he went to the front as Colonel of the 
Fifth Louisiana Regiment and showed great gallantry in the seven 
days fight around Richmond. Resigning this position, Gov. Allen . 
appointed him Adjutant-General of the State of Louisiana, with | 
the rank of Brigadier-General, and the close of the struggle found 
him still in this active service. 
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All through the days of reconstruction Judge Hunt’s voice 
was on the side of the white people, and his speeches and writ- 
ings in that connection ae all his old time strength and 
brilliancy. 

Judge Hunt was ool advanced in years when he married in 
1865 Cornelia Nicholson Ford, widow of Col. Sam Ford, a noted 
lawyer of Shreveport, and the daughter of Judge Nicholson of 
Clinton, Miss. One son was the issue of this marriage, Dr. Ran- 
dell Hunt, a prominent physician of Shreveport, Louisiana. | 


RANDELL 
Born December 31st, 1806—Died March 22nd, 1892. | 
Randell Hunt came to New Orleans in 1833, and at once 


took up the practice of his profession. His fondness for study, — 


which was a prominent feature of his school days, continued with 
him all through the greater part of his life; and the thorough 
investigation of his cases was one of the secrets of his success. It 
was not long after his arrival in this State that his great ability — 
forced recognition even among such distinguished members of 
the bar as Edward Livingston, Francis Xavier Martin, Etienne 
Mazureau, Jno. R. Grymes, Judah P. Benjamin, Christian Rose- 
lius, Alfred Hennen, Geo. Eustis, Pierre Soulé and others of lesser 
magnitude. His first substantial fee earned in this city, $3000.00, 
he promptly sent to his mother in Connecticut. It was forwarded | 
in specie by sea, as banking facilities in those days did not afford 
the many modern conveniences of exchange. 

Randell Hunt figured, it may be said, in every great case . 
that came before the Courts during his thirty or forty years of 
active practice. The Batture case, the case of the Ship Russia, | 
the McDonough litigation, the Shepherd will controversy involv- 
ing the Touro Buildings on Canal Street; indeed no cause celebre 
of the times can be mentioned but that the name of Randell Hunt 
will be found connected with the proceedings. Mr. Hunt was 
equally powerful in criminal practice and was long considered at | 
the head of that branch of the profession. He was eminently | 
_ fitted for jury pleading. Learned beyond the ordinary, he was 
skilled in his choice of language, and knew well the methods to 
_ sway the emotions of those whom he addressed. | 

_ He was a member of the Louisiana House of Representatives, 
and during that period was one of the managers in the im- 
peachment proceedings against Judge Elliott. Benjamin was his 
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associate, and Soulé his opponent. Mr. Hunt’s speech on this 
occasion was considered a master-piece and added to his already 


established fame as an orator. Public excitement was intense, 


and when judgment was finally pronounced the firing of cannon 
gave notice thereof to the community. 


Mr. Hunt was a whig in his political affiliations. He was not 
only a great admirer of Henry Clay, but. also a friend, and by 


invitation was a one-time guest at Ashland. When Louisiana was 
debating the question of secession, Mr. Hunt argued against it 
with all the power of his heart-and mind; but when once the 
state had decided, he cast his lot with the people among whom he 
lived. His nephews, whom he had virtually raised and whom he 
regarded in the light of his own children, promptly answered 
their country’s call, one of them soon giving his life on the field 
of battle. 
Secretary Chase confided to Mr. Hunt in a communication 
the desire of Lincoln to appoint him to the Supreme Bench, and 
’ later Mr. Washburne, when Grant became President, asked Mr. 
Hunt to make any claim he might wish. President Johnson had 
actually written out his appointment as Military Governor of 
. Louisiana, though he afterwards withdrew it. But while Randell 


Hunt was willing to tender ee advice in any onblase case, these 


approaches were of no avail. 
Subsequent to the war. eben the States Mr. Hunt. was 


elected to the United States Senate, but under the disturbed con- 


_ dition of affairs then or seaeed he was never allowed to take his 


seat. 


dered Mr. Hunt to leave the city; but later revoked the order, 
saying Mr. Hunt’s presence in the city was the equivalent to him 
of ten thousand men at his command. Later when General Han- 
cock took charge, Mr. Hunt became one of his chosen advisers. 
Mr. Hunt was one of the first professors at the law school 
of the University of Louisiana, and on the death of his brother, 
Dr. Thomas Hunt, succeeded to the Presidency of the University. 
For many years, until ill health forced his retirement, he was 
constant in his lectures. . 
On July 12th, 1855, Mr. Hunt married Miss Ruhamah Lud- 
_ low, a niece of the wife of the late Justice McLean of the Supreme 
_- Court of the United States. There were no children. Mrs. Hunt 
survived her husband. Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase married 


a Kgl of Mrs. Hunt. 


When General Butler was in authority at New Orleans he or- 


7 
+ 
© 
4 
> 5 ¥ 
| 
; 
4 
4 
| | 
‘ 


344 ‘The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


_ The first diploma as Doctor of Laws issued by the Univer- 
sity of Louisiana was conferred on Randell Hunt in 1866. The 
following letter from Dr. Thomas Hunt to Mr. Randell Hunt in 
connection with the matter not only recites the fact, but is a - 
charming exposition of the love and admiration existing between 
the brothers: 


UNIVERSITY OF LOUMIANA. 
My Dear Brother: 


I have the honor to transmit herewith your diploma as 
Doctor of Laws from the University of Louisiana. Learned and 
scientific labors for the advancement of knowledge, the cultiva- 
tion of letters, the moral and intellectual improvement of the 
citizens of the commonwealth, the elucidation of legal science, the 
inculeation of American patriotism and national liberty, have 
forever identified: your fame with the foundation and history of 
the University of Louisiana. The distinction is the more honor- 
able because it was liberally, spontaneously, and justly bestowed. 
I had the proud satisfaction, as President of the University, of 
conferring the degree before the public, and I felt and declared 
that, in discharging my official Saver I — the meet grati- 
fying act of my life. 

May you be crowned with increasing honors, and achieve 
hereafter all that virtuous ambition can desire, is the heartfelt 
prayer of your af fectionate and devoted brother, 

Tuomas Hunt, 

| President. 

June 21st, 1866 | 
To the Honorable Randell Hunt, L. L. D. 


This admiration of and affection for each other, that existed 
between the brothers, sometimes showed itself in little ways apt 


to amuse those about. At a noted criminal case of later years, | 


Randell Hunt appeared for the accused. The court room, both on > 
account. of the social position of those involved as well as the 
high reputation of the counsel engaged, was crowded. Seated in- 
side the bar was the commanding figure of Judge Theo. G. Hunt, 
and his intense interest in all: the proceedings was remarked by 
those near him. Randell Hunt was pleading with the jury, and 
his great powers as an orator shone at their best. A hush other- 
wise pervaded the room. Suddenly the deep voice of Judge Hunt, — 
-who, anxious that Randell’s eloquence be heard even in the far 
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corners of the court, called out “Louder, Brother Randell, louder !” 
Fortunately the Court appreciated the arrnaten, and the inci- 
dent passed with no disturbing effect. | 


_Randell Hunt was leonine in appearance, but very gentle in 
his manner.. I was fortunate enough to have been one of two 
or three young men invited on one occasion by Mr. and Mrs. 
Hunt to a French Opera performance. After the play, we all 
adjourned to the Hunt residence, then on St. Charles Avenue next 
to the Whitney house, and which Mrs. Whitney later bought and 
demolished, adding that much additional space to her grounds. 
On entering the house, the men were asked into the dining room 
to partake of a collation, and were soon joined by Mrs. Hunt who 
had been detained in laying aside her wraps. As she entered the 
room, Mr. Hunt, who delighted in just such speeches, exclaimed, 
-.“Young gentlemen,” and waving a hand toward the advancing 
lady, “behold my Queen!” I trust we youngsters were equal to 
the occasion, for it can be readily seen how such a stately speech 
might have abashed the more timid. 


DR. THOMAS HUNT | 
Born May 18th, 1808—Died March 20th, 1867. 


Already at the age of twenty-four Dr. Hunt had stepped from 
out the ranks of the many, for at that time he gave unmistakable 


‘evidence of his interest in humanity by the signal service 


rendered to the passengers and crew of: the brig Amelia, 
wrecked on Folly Island in Charleston Harbor, the cholera raging 
among all on board. For this act the city of Charleston voted its 
thanks to Dr. Hunt, referring to him as “the intrepid —— of 
Folly Island.” 


He received his medical education in Philadelphia and at the 
Ecole de Medicine in Paris. Himself a man of great attainment, 
he fully appreciated the advantages of intellectual culture, and 
strongly advocated a University training. He was soon after 
reaching New Orleans connected as surgeon with the Charity 
Hospital. He was one of the founders of the Medical College of 
Louisiana, a professor there ‘of physiology and pathology, dean 

of the medical faculty, and finally President of the University of 
- Louisiana, which is now regarded as the beginning of Tulane 
University. He also held by virtue of his appointment from the 


United States government the position of surgeon at the Marine | 
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_ It is but a few days back that I was conversing with a re- 
tired physician, now well over the limit of three score and ten 
years, and when reference was made to Dr. Hunt, the memory of 


_ his student days under this famous lecturer brightened his coun- 


tenance and he pictured the professor as a man handsome of 
face, of fine physique, and of a charming polish of manner. 

Dr. Hunt married March 29th, 1834, Miss Aglae Carleton, 
the daughter of Henry Carleton, Associate Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of Louisiana, and Aglae D’Avezac de Castera, the 
ceremony being performed by the Rev. Theo. Clapp, a noted 
preacher of his day. There were four children of this marriage, 


- two sons, Carleton and Henry, the latter dying in childhood, and 


two daughters, Louise Livingston and Julia Barton. After a 
married life of about fifteen years, Mrs. Hunt died, and some © 
years later Dr. Hunt married Miss Martha Caroline Pride of | 
North Carolina. 4 

Dr. Hunt died March 20th, 1867, and was bisatad from Christ 
Church, then at the corner of Canal and Dauphine Streets. 


There is only one of the four children of Dr. Hunt now liv- © 
ing, Miss Julia Barton Hunt, who for quite a while made her home 
at Barrytown-on-Hudson, where Mr. and Mrs. Carleton Hunt 
were wont to spend their summer vacation. This estate, with a 
life-interest vested in. the late Carleton Hunt, and one of his sis- 


ters, was one of the Livingston properties, and on the death of 


Mr. Hunt passed into other hands.: Miss Hunt has since then 


made her residence in the city of New York. 


| WILLIAM HENRY HUNT 
Born June 12th, 1823—Died February 27th, 1884. 

William Henry Hunt was the youngest of the four brothers. 
Educated in the schools of New Haven he passed three years at 
Yale, and came to New Orleans in 1843. He at once continued his — 
legal studies in the offices of his two lawyer brothers, and was | 
admitted to the Louisiana bar in May, 1844. In. his practice he 
displayed much of the Hunt ability. His first political office 
seems to have been that of Attorney General of Louisiana, to 
which he was appointed by Governor Kellogg in 1876. A year 
later, in 1877, he was named associate justice of the United States 
Court of Claims. President Hayes tendered. Mr. Hunt the ap- 
pointment of Circuit Judge, succeeding Judge Woods who had 
been promoted to the Supreme Bench, but Mr. Hunt declined. In 
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1881 President Garfield named him as one of his official family, 
with the post of Secretary of the Navy. The year following’ he 
was appointed Minister to Russia by President Arthur. He died 
February 27th, 1884, at St. Petersburg. 

Mr. Hunt was married four times. His first wife was 
Frances Andrews, who died within the year, leaving no issue. His 
second wife was Elizabeth Augusta Ridgely, daughter of Com- 
modore Ridgely, United States Navy. Six sons and one daugh- — 
ter were the issue of this marriage. His third wife was Sarah 
Barker Harrison, a widow, from whom he was divorced; there 
were no children. His fourth wife was Louise Adams Hopkins, 
also a widow; she was the daughter of Jno. T. Adams of New 
York and niece of Thomas A. Adams, whom the older ones among 
us will remember as the President of the Crescent Insurance 
Company of. New Orleans. No child was born to this marriage. 

Of the children mentioned there are living today: 
Thomas Hunt, a lawyer of prominence, residing in New York 
City. 
- William H. Hunt, one time Governor of Porto Rico, later 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Montana and then of the Circuit 
Court of the U. S: in Montana, and recently transferred in the 
same position to California. 

Livingston Hunt, a Rear Admiral of the United States Navy. 


| Mrs. Newton (Cornelia Ridgely Hunt) widow of Dr. Wm. K. 
Newton ; she now resides in the city of New York. | 

Gaillard Hunt, connected with the en of State, and 
of literary ‘attainments. 


CARLETON HUNT 
ove January ist, 18386—Died August 14th, 1921. 

| At the memorial services held this past: fall by the Supreme 
- Court of Louisiana to honor those members of the bar of the State 
who had passed from this life during the preceeding twelve 
months, the committee charged with the presentation of the 
career of Carleton Hunt made the following report. It is so full 
as to detail, and given in such graceful language, that I am ‘More’ 
than pleased to insert it here in full. 

“Carleton Hunt, for years the Nestor of the Louisiana bar, 
‘was born in the City of New Orleans, January Ist, 1836, and died, 
in*his native city, on the 14th of August, 1921. | 
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. “He was the son of Dr. Thomas Hunt and. Aglae Carleton, the 
daughter of a former Justice of the Supreme Court of Louisiana. 
_ “In youth, he was a student at Harvard, and graduated from 
that venerable and celebrated institution with the class of 1856. 
Returning to his native city, he prepared himself at the Law De- 


partment of the University of Louisiana, for the duties of that 


profession, in which members of his family had attained to 
eminence, and, in which, he also was to achieve distinction. He 
was admitted to the bar in 1858. | 

“Nature had gifted him with vigorous intellect ana this ad- 
vantage he improved by assiduous study, not confining himself 
to professional reading, but gathering treasure from other fields 
of learning and of literature. 

“He was an accomplished idhiatine: Thoroughly at home in 
the use of the French tongue, he was as conversant with the Law > 
and Literature of France, as with the Codes of Louisiana and 
his Shakespeare. He was a fluent reader of Greek and Latin, 
the ancient cornerstones, upon which were built the erudition of 
the Literati and Philosophers of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth 
Centuries, whom he rivaled in knowledge and information, and 
exemplified, to our enlightenment, in this first quarter of our own 
Century. Appreciating the capabilities of his native speech, the | 
English, he strove for, and he attained to, excellence in that rich 
language. In composition he would deliberate as to the choice of 
a word, as to its appropriateness, and would pause, to consider the 


due location or rhythm of a phrase. He was ambitious to be an 


adept in English, and, if we may so express it, this verbal cult was 
with him so great, that not only in formal speech and writing, and 
in addresses on occasions of public ceremony, but even in ordinary 
discourse, he would clothe his thoughts in words of dignity and 
beauty. 

“The pursuit of his profession was with him a labor of love, 
and to the preparation of his cases he would bring industrious re- 
search, exploring to its foundation the history of a legal principle, 
which he sought to apply. He was the advocate, as well as the 
exemplar, of a high standard of professional education; and of a 


‘diligent discharge of a Counsellor’s duties. Therefore, he was 


engaged in many of the most important litigations brought be- 


- fore the Courts of Louisiana. 


' “For a number of years he was member of the law faculty of 
the University of Louisiana, being professor of Admiralty and 
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International Law, and subsequently of the Civil Law. To the 
Civil Law he brought the admiration of a scholar and the filial 
devotion of a native Louisianian. For a while he was the Dean 
of this Department. He was the devoted friend to education and 
rendered valuable services to the University of Louisiana, in ap- 
. preciation whereof, he received from that University the degree 
of Doctor of Laws. He possessed great didactic power. Apart. 
from his enlightened view of education in general, family asso- 
- Ciation may have heightened his interest in the University of 
Louisiana. His father, Dr. Thomas ‘Hunt, was one of the founders 
of the Medical. College of Louisiana, the germ of the University 
of Louisiana, which developed into Tulane University; and his 
Uncle, Randell Hunt, was a.member of the first faculty of the 
Law Department. of the University of Louisiana. 


He served one term in Congress as Representative from the 
First Congressional District of Louisiana. In Federal politics, he 
‘was a pronounced Nationalist. 

-“During the Second of. A. 
Shakespeare, Mr. Hunt was City Attorney of New Orleans. | 


“His. treatment of his assistants, while in charge of. that | 
office, was an exemplification of one of the finest attributes in Mr. 
Hunt’s character, That was his affectionate disposition and 
_ kindliness to all young people, those he would. always strive to en- 

tertain and instruct. In the case of his assistants, he sought to 
pleasantly instill in them self-reliance, and to draw out their la- 
tent forces, by putting them in charge of cases, in which he would 
_ be their Counsellor, and effacing himself in the presentations be- 

fore the Courts, would teach them to be self-poised and efficient 
in the discharge of their duties. 

“He was tendered the office of Associate J ustice of the Su- 
preme Court of our State, by Governor Wiltz, who, upon its being © 
declined by Mr. Hunt, bestowed it upon Judge Charles E. Fenner. 


_ “He was the choice of President Harrison for the Federal 
Circuit Court, but the “Mafia” incident in New Orleans, in March, 
1891, which led to complications with the Italian Government 
precluded the selection of a Federal Judge, at that time, from 
this city. This appointment would have been more acceptable to 
him, probably, than any other, and his friends regretted that he 
should have been sacrificed to this political scruple. — 

he? prominent characteristic, was his. deference towards 
Courts of J ustice; in appearing before the court, he was scrupu- 
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lous that even his attire should manifest his respect. He was 
tall of stature; of dignified and prepossessing bearing, having 
the charm of refined and exquisite politeness, he was sensitive as 
to self-respect. He loved truth and scorned a lie. 

“He was a man of deeply religious temperament, devoid of 
intolerance, not narrowed by creed. Hé relied upon the precepts 
of Christianity and realized their necessity in enduring the sor- 
rows of life. 

“He encountered with serenity the approach of old age, talk- 
ing calmly of the close of life. He was not of those who would ~ 

find in age, excuse to abandon activity and seek rest in leisure. 
Rather, until the end, would he wish to be employed in work, 
which would tax to the uttermost his intellectual faculties. 

“He was a man well read in the history of his country, deeply 
versed in its political history. He rejoiced in the strength and 
majesty of our Republic. He exulted in the proud position she 
has won among the Nations. 

“It was a privilege to converse with him, not only for the 

a instruction which he gave, but because by his words one was 

uplifted to a loftier plane and being. 

| “He sought the enlightenment of his and en- 
dowed his profession with the splendor of a great example. : 

. 4 “To his bereaved widow and sorrowing sons, the Bench and 

| Bar of Louisiana extend their affectionate, heartfelt sympathies. 

| 


“James D. Hill, Chairman. 
“Henry Renshaw. 
“Edgar Grima.” 


| As an evidence of the esteem in which Mr. Hunt was held, it 
| is pleasing to note the gift to him of a gold loving cup by mem- 
| ) bers of the Bench and Bar on the fiftieth anniversary of his ad- 
| mission to the Bar of Louisiana, Mr. W. O. Hart making the 
| presentation address. | 
On December 24th, 1860, Mr. Hunt married Georgine Cam- 
mack, daughter of Robert Chew Cammack, a leading cotton mer- | 
‘chant of his time, and his wife Rose Lynd, daughter of Robert 
Lynd and Henriette Blanc. Six children were born of this mar- 
riage, Thomas, Edward Livingston and Robert, and three daugh- 
ters, the daughters dying i in infancy. 
‘Thomas Hunt was born in New Orleans, September 8th, 1866, 
Marrying June 19th, 1894, at New York, Carrie Speiden, daugh- 
ter of William Speiden and Marion McKeever, daughter of Com- 


4 
i 
| 
| 
47 ! 
- 
‘ 
; 


The Hunt Family — 351 


modore Isaac McKeever and Mary F. Gamble. Carleton Hunt, 
their son, was born in Boston, Mass., July 23rd, 1903. Mr. 
Thomas Hunt is a member of the legal firm of Gaston, Snow, 
Saltonstall and Hunt of Boston. — 

Dr. Edward Livingston Hunt is one of the leading physicians 
of New York City. On October 8th, 1902, he married in Austin, 
Texas, Margaret E. Tobin; they have one child, Edward Liv- 
ingston Hunt, Jr., born October 26th, 1904. | | 

Robert Hunt married Ellen Connell, July 24th, 1906, at Cam- 
bridge, Mass. They have no children. Robert Hunt is the Busi- 
ness Manager of the Harvard Alumni Bulletin, and resides in 


Boston. 
After the death of the late Deiialen Hunt, the sons very 
wisely persuaded their mother to go North with them; and so 
this gracious representative of a type fast disappearing, enfeebled 
physically but with mind clear and active, makes. her home in 
New York, where her sons and their families are near at hand 
to brighten the declining years with the constant attention of. 
filial affection. 

But a very short time prior to the death of Mr. Hunt it was 
my privilege to have been one Sunday morning in the street car 
with him. At almost every corner the car was stopped by intend- 
ing passengers on their way to church. It was not long before 
the aisle was filled with people standing, most of them being 
ladies. As soon as Mr. Hunt became aware of the situation he 
rose from his seat and with a graceful bow to the ladies nearest 
he passed out with me to the front. In going I overheard, for it 
was not intended I should do so, a beautiful tribute to the courtesy 
of “that old gentleman.” In the succeeding days the little inci- 
dent was recalled more than once, and each time with increased 
. pleasure, for it forced upon me the conviction that even the in- 
firmities of age, which must already have borne heavily upon him, 
— could not repress the chivalric bearing that had always been a 
part of his life; for like the lingering perfume of sweet-scented 
_ flowers it was N ature itself. 
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MRS. LOUISE LIVINGSTON, WIFE OF EDWARD LIVINGSTON 


Compiled by W. O. Hart* 


_ In the tenth Century Guillaume d’Avezac helped to found a 
monastery, and in the eighteenth century one of his decendants 
with the imposing name of Jean Pierre Valentine d’Avezac de 
Castera was told that there were benefices for him in case he 
should enter the priesthood. The young man, however, saw a 
vessel preparing to sail for the West Indies, and he on short 
notice and without a louis d’or managed to get over the ocean, — 
confident that his uncle in St. Domingo would give him a helping 
hand. The emigrant prospered, he married the sister of a vice 
admiral, and his second son, who bore‘his name, married a cousin, 
so Louise Livingston Hunt tells us “in order to preserve in the 
family the then vast fortune of the D’Avesacs.” 

_ The son of the emigrant was the father of four sons and two | 
daughters. In time came a mullato insurrection, the revolution- 


_ists in France abetted it, the two older boys were killed, a brother 


was taken prisoner, and D’Avesac sought a refuge in Virginia 
only to die of yellow fever. His oldest surviving son was known 
as Major Davesac, the French spelling being Americanized. | 


His daughter Louise was a bright child who taught herself 
to read, and learned many of the lessons taught.by the tutor en- 
gaged for her brothers. At thirteen a passably mature age for 
the West Indies, she became the bride of Monsieur Moreau de 
Lassy. A devoted black nurse went with her to her Jamaica 
home. Within three years her husband and three children died. 
She returned to St. Domingo before the insurrection; she fled, 
returned and was prevailed on by relations to take no more 
chances in so perilous a region. 3 

With her grandmother, her little sister Aglae, an aunt, two 
cousins and a faithful servant, she got on board a boat sent by 
a British frigate. The insurgents fired, killed the grandmother 
and the slave, but missing the others, who reached Jamaica, 
where they found a schooner bound for New Orleans. Crowded — 
like a slave ship the vessel reeked with fever, several passengers 


*Paper read before the Louisiana Historical Society, Tuesday, March 28th, 19232. 


- Mr. Hart’s contributions to the Danger of the History of Louisiana have often ap- 


ared in our pages. He has for years given. valuable time to the service of the 
vuisinna Historical Society, in which he is an officer, as well as one of its oldest 
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died, the voyage was delayed by bad weather, and the young 
widow landed in a small city of fourteen thousand persons, with 
Spaniards and French jealous of each other but heartily united 
in their dislike of the Americans. The refugees lived for a time 
on funds obtained by selling jewelry, then Louise had to work for 
herself and her little sister. Neither embroidery or dressmaking 
_ kept the wolf from the door, but there were evening parties, and 
at one of them Edward Livingston, then: a widower, met the fair 
widow about twenty years his junior. © 

_Livingston’s political career in the North cannot here be 
summarized. He was a lawyer and statesman, and knew enough 
French to make love to a charming woman who could not speak 
English. At midnight of June 3, 1805, the marriage took place 
in the chapel of the old Ursuline convent with the invisible nuns 
chanting their sweetest and the Abbe Espinasse speaking in the 
highest strain of French eloquence on the perils of the past and © 
the refuge in the new land. At the same time Mrs. Livingston’s 
cousin became the bride of the nephew of a Spanish marquis, 
hence New Orleans had a morning of conversation over the double 


wedding. 

Edward Livingston was one of the strong intellects of his 
time. Before coming to Louisiana he had been active in Con- | 
gress, he had been Mayor of New York, he had lost a fortune 
through no fault of his own, and he came to New Orleans in a 
day of few cash payments, but of large fees in land. His brother | 
Robert R. Livingston, had been prominent in steamboat enter- | 
prises. Edward Livingston was proud of his wife and glad to 
welcome under his roof her extraordinary uncle, Jules Davezac, 
a man who could not speak English or understand it as spoken 
. yet who read it so well that he made a French translation of 
. Marmion, which brought him a cordial letter from Scott. When 
Edward Livingston prepared his penal code, he asked Davezac to 
render it into French, which made the code famous all over Eu- 
rope and gave delight to Victor Hugo. . 

In 1763, the Jesuits had been expelled from New Orleans, and 
Jules Davezac was president of the first college the city knew. 
_ There are a number of men who could make a passable transla- 
tion of a code, a smaller number perhaps could successfully pro- 
duce a poem in their own language, but few could do both. Dave- 
zac was lively, full of wit, proud of his charming niece, and im- 
pressed by the fact that nearly every Frenchman who came to 
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New Orleans brought Edward Livingston a letter saad his friend | 


Lafayette. 
An intelligent woman, with her deities ee by a rev- 


- olution, and with her views enlarged by removal to a new land, 


would learn a great deal from two such men. Mrs. Livingston 
readily learned English and became intensely, even romantically 
_ interested in her husband’s cases. In 1806 their daughter Cor- 
alie, far better known as Cora, was born. She was a child of 
brilliant talents, and her great uncle Jules rejoiced in her pro- 
gress in Latin, while her step-brother, Lewis Livingston, looked 
on her as a treasure of the first order. 

Still closer grew the families. Little Aglae Davezac, trained 
in a convent school, wished to become a nun, but her sister ad- 


- vised a visit to the outside world, and the visit included a meeting 


with Mr. Carleton, then a student in Mr. Livingston’s office. A 
marriage soon followed. A year spent with the Livingstons on 
the Hudson did much to Americanize Mrs. Livingston, although 
all through her life her French accent was noticeable. : 
In 1814 Edward Livingston was chairman of the committee 
of defense chosen by the citizens of New Orleans. He became 
-aide-de-camp to General Jackson, he was his military secretary, 
he told him all that a man trained in French and Spanish law 


should tell a man from the backwoods, hasty, impatient, yet of 
strong common sense, and appreciative of the knowledge he had 
had little time to gain. Livingston’s forbears on the paternal 
side had been brainy Scots, while his mother, Margaret Beekman, 


came of a fine Dutch stock. Jackson, a soldier by instinct and a 
pioneer lawyer by necessity, admired the finished lawyer who be- 
came a soldier because his country called for defenders. Mrs. 


Livingston, who at first seems to have dreaded that her guest . 


‘would be half an Indian, became as devoted an admirer of Jackson 
as her husband. Little Cora boldly invaded Jackson’s tent, even 


when permission was not granted and conquered the general, who - 


smote the British as he had smitten the Indians. 
Well was it that the Livingstons so admired Jackson, for many 
feared him more than they feared Pakenham and Gibbs. They 


dreaded not without reason lest if he was defeated in battle, he 


would burn the city to avert British triumph. A fire would be 


likely to bring on a service insurrection and New Orleans was 


- alarmed, quite as much as Paris was alarmed when the Teutons 
were within fifty miles. | 
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. Mrs. Livingston had a husband, a stepson, two brothers and 
_ @ brother-in-law all engaged in active service. She went out to 
the plains of Chalmette, and witnessed a reconnaissance. On the 


23d of December there was a sharp fight, and Livingston so 
pitied Major Graves, a wounded British officer, that he took him 
to his home. Other prisoners were received as guests in private 

houses, but Jackson had, or believed that he had evidence of a 
conspiracy among them, and ordered them all back to the camp 
hospital. Mrs. Livingston, convinced that Graves would die if he 
were removed from his bed, went to Jackson’s tent, and begged 


that he might be allowed to remain. Jackson granted her request, 


and Graves kept his quarters, though in every other case the order 
was obeyed. Livingston was a man and a soldier every inch of 
him. On the eighth of January, he begged Mrs. Livingston to 
leave the city and let him take his chance. He could ‘not believe 
. that the American. raw troops would prevail over the veterans of 
the Peninsula, and he had seen enough in the Peninsula to know 
what followed when a city was stormed. 


The eighth of January ended as it should have done and the 


British were glad to get away. But yellow fever followed war, 
and Mrs. Livingston was one of the society that nursed the sick 
_who could not afford to pay for service. With all this courage 
and philanthropy she yet loved the social festivities of life at 
least so far as they furthered her husband’s ambition or gave joy 
to her: daughter. As Cora became a leader in the gayeties of 
‘New Orleans her mother became a dowager and bade all. her 
guests to remember that she was thi ouiiies —— ven- 
erable age in the West Indies. 

A few years later came such hard times that Louise Livings- 
ton wrote “Usurers are now the only people who are not starv- 
Me es It is calculated that before two years more all the 
property in the state will have passed into the hands of about 
one hundred individuals.” Edward Livingston was toiling night 
‘and day on his criminal code, and his membership in Congress 
gave him a chance to urge Jackson’s nomination for the Presi- 
dency. He became Senator on the day of Jackson’s inauguration, 
March 4, 1829, and Mrs. Livingston guided Mrs. Donelson, Mrs. 


Jackson’s niece, in the manifold mysteries of the White House. | 


Livingston declined the mission to France, he later became 


Secretary of State, and was at Jackson’s right hand in the Nulli- — 
fication controversy. In 1833 he accepted the French mission, | 


Ph 
| | 
‘ 
> 
+ 


The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


and went to his post accompanied by his wife and dauahten for 
Thomas Pennant Barton, Cora’s husband, had been appointed 
secretary of legation. 
Though she had never seen <venen Mrs. Livingston may be 
regarded as a Frenchwoman, none the less so because she was in- 
tensely American, standing on all the rights and privileges of a 
minister’s wife. The Livingstons returned to this country in) 
1835, and the next year Edward Livingston died. His widow had 
then to face a complicated lawsuit handed down from Jefferson’s 
time. Livingston had a claim to lands along the Mississippi, 


‘there had been prolonged litigation, the uncertainties were trying 


to soul and body, and not until 1850 was there a compromise, 


_ which secured the widow against poverty in her old age. — 


Her later years were spent on the Hudson amid the scenes 
of her husband’s early life.. “Her eyesight,” says her grandniece, 
“improved with age, and she read several hours a day to her- 
self.” Biography and history delighted her. She became a de- 
vout Methodist. Local philanthropies distracted her mind from 
her bodily pain. She liked to see the old farmers and to lend 
money to the worthy young mechanic. It was a disappointment 
to her that she could not again see the West Indies. She retained, 
her biographer says, “to an uncommon degree traces of the cele- 
brated beauty of her youth. Her dress was deep black, with a 
high standing collar and a widow’s cap. Her brown hair, with 
scarcely a white thread visible, was parted over a soft feminine 
brow, still smooth and fair, her eyes were undimmed by age, and 
her noble countenance reflected her thoughts, and beamed with > 
intellect, dignity and kindly feelings.” On October 24th, 1860, 
she passed to her long home. | | 
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THE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS OF 1858 


By John S. Kendall* 
Associate Professor of Spanish, Tulane University, New Orleans. 


‘ Although the history of the State of Louisiana and the his- 


tory of the city of New Orleans are, to a large extent, convertible 


terms, it is a curious fact that very little is known of the latter 
after the cession of the Province of Louisiana by France to the > 


United States. Consequently, some of the most interesting pas- 
sages in the annals of the city have received only a casual men- 


tion in the works of Gayarré, Martin, Phelps, and Fortier. The ~ 


extraordinary circumstances connected with the municipal elec- 


- tion of 1858 have in this way passed almost wholly out of recol-. 


lection. . In many respects this episode was the most astonishing 
in the history of the state, and deserves to be recalled for that 
reason, if for no other. As an illustration of the political separa- 


tion of Creole and American in the community previous to the 
- Civil War, moreover, it is of singular interest. The feeling be- 
tween these two elements in the city’s population is the motive 


which colors the municipal history from the beginning of the 
nineteenth century down to the Civil war period, when under pres- 


sure of common misfortune, during the reconstruction Era, these | 


contending peoples were fused and made one. Evidences of the 
animosities of Creole and American appear as early as Claiborne’s 
time, and there were, thereafter, frequent clashes which, like the 
Brooks-Giquel affair of 1836, came near plunging the city into 
actual war. The division of New Orleans into three distinct 
municipalities in 1836 was another manifestation of the same 
spirit. It seems quite likely, also, that the welcome which first the 
Native American movement, and then the Know-Nothing move- 
ment, received in New Orleans, was due to the cleavage in the 
community along the lines of the two nationalities. © 


The Native American and the Know-Nothing movements | 


may, as far as New Orleans is concerned, be regarded as one and 
the same thing. Native Americanism was imported into New 
Orleans from the North, where, as early as 1835, a strong senti- 
ment existed against admitting foreigners to full citizenship in 
the United States until they had qualified themselves for it in 
_ somewhat exacting ways.! In that year an effort in New York 


*A paper read before the Louisiana Historical Society, April 25, 1922. 
4Fortier, Loutsiana, I, 618. : 
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to crystallize this feeling into some sort of political organization 
failed of its purpose. It was a movement occasioned by the large 
incursion of foreigners into the United States as a result of con- — 
ditions then prevailing in Europe; was likely to develop only in 
communities where the immigrants were congested, and con- 
sequently could expect little response in the South except in New 
Orleans. The newcomers were “visibly controlled by their 
priests ;’”? hence, at an early date the introduction of the religious 
question into the matter. In New Orleans the movement seems 
first to. have appeared in 1840. In that year William Freret was 
nominated by the Native American party for mayor and elected 
over Charles Genois, by a vote of 1051 to 952. Freret made an ex- 
cellent mayor, although he was not a man who catered to public 
opinion. There is no record of his having attempted during his 
administration to apply the anti-catholic principles with which 
Native Americanism elsewhere was begnning to be identified. 
He was renominated by the party in 1842, but was defeated by 
the Democratic candidate, Denis Prieur. This election was one of 
the most important in the early history of New Orleans, as then 
for the first time the candidates were called on to make definite 
statements of the policies to which they proposed to adhere. The 
Native Americans propounded a series of interrogations to both 
candidates; particularly with regard to their views on the im- 
migration laws. Prieur refused to answer, on the ground that 
the immigration laws were national matters, and national 
problems had no place in municipal affairs. Freret frankly 
stated that he believed these laws defective and that they should 
be repealed. The Democrats contended that this meant that he 
intended, if possible, to deprive the naturalized voters of the 
franchise; that if he were elected, and enabled to apply his prin- 
ciples, he would reduce a large and influential class of citizens to 
the position of free negroes.* The sympathies of the Creoles, 
themselves of foreign descent, for the most part Catholic in reli- 
gion, were enlisted for Prieur. Freret was defeated by a vote of 
1334 to 1069. Prieur, however, served only eight months and 
then resigned to accept a state appointment. A special election 
was called to fill the vacancy; Freret was nominated by the 
Whigs, and Joseph Genois was named by the Democrats. The 
Native Americans did not’*figure in the 


Hart, National Ideals in (The American Nation) 39. 
‘New Orleans Bee, Apr. 4, 1842. 
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they contented themselves with supporting the Whig candidate, 
who, of course, in this instance, was in effect their own. It is 
singular to observe that, in spite of his defeat only a few months 
before, Freret was now elected, Mayor by the largest majority | 
ever received by a Whig candidate in the history of the city to 
that date,* and with him the entire Whig ticket. We may add 
_ that Freret served till 1844, was renominated by the Whigs, and 
was defeated by Edgar Montegut, the Democratic candidate, by a 
vote of 557 to 465. The small vote cast on this occasion was 
doubtless due to the fact that election day was marked by much 
disorder, and many citizens were deterred thereby from casting 
their ballots® 

The Native American party, specifically such, appears to 
have disappeared after the election of 1842; at least, it named no 
candidates after that date. But the issue which it had raised was 
a real one in New Orleans, with its large foreign population; its 
principles were virtually adopted by the Whigs in 1843, 1844, and 
again in 1846. In the last-named year A. D. Crossman was the 
Whig candidate for mayor. He was elected by a handsome 
majority, proved an extremely popular magistrate, and was re- 
peatedly re-elected, retiring from office only in 1854, as a result 
of the adoption of a new city charter in the previous year, which 
- made the mayor ineligible to succeed himself. In the meantime, | 
the Democrats apparently got possession of the subordinate of- 
fices of the city government, and through their control of the city 
council, ran the administration to suit themselves. This was pos- 
sible, inasmuch as the city charter, until amended in 1853, gave 
the mayor little or no real authority. Moreover, the city Dem- 
ocracy worked in conjunction with the State organization. This © 
co-ordination of state and city interests formed a “machine,” 
- which was severely criticized by the Whig newspapers. Lewis, 
who was elected mayor in 1854, was opposed on the ground that 
he was a “machine” candidate. Only his great personal popular- 


' ity pulled him through; the rest of the Democratic ticket going 


down to defeat. This election was notable because it saw the first 
- genuine “reform” party to figure in the municipal elections; and | 
as we may infer that the “reform” party was, in essence, Whig— 
that is to say, a revival of the old Native American party—it is 
appropriate here to say something of this election. | 


*New Orleans Bee, Feb. 21, 1843. 
5New Orleans Bee, Apr. 2, 1844. 
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The Native American party, as a national organization had 
a short existence. In 1852 a new movement with much the same 
principles was launched, under the name of Know-N othingism. 
Without going into the history of this new party, we may say that 
it was organized in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and was in- 
troduced into Louisiana by a group of Whigs in 1853.° It was 
a secret society, with a ritual which attracted many local mem- 
bers. The anti-Catholic features of the society were either not 
understood or ignored by its promoters in the. state, and. did 
not emerge until an effort was made to identify what had been Bs 
local organization with the national society. A great convention 
of the new party was called in Philadelphia in 1855, and Lou- 
isiana sent six delegates to it, five Protestants and one Catholic, 
the latter selected especially in order that his admission might be 
made a test case. The convention declined to admit the Catholic 
delegate; whereupon the entire Louisiana delegation withdrew. | 
On its return to New Orleans, a great mass-meeting was held 
and Louisiana declined to affiliate further with the national or- 
ganization. In fact, after 1856, when the national Know-Nothing | 
party supported the Republicans in order to bring about Fre- 
mont’s nomination to the Presidency, the society virtually dis- 
appeared from Louisiana, except in New Orleans, where, under 
the old name of Native Americans, its members existed down to 
the Civil War. | 


Know-N othingism a. large party in the. 
election of 1854. As soon as Lewis’ candidacy was announced, the _ 
anti-Democratic forces in the city organized a mass meeting, at — 
which a “reform” party was organized, after the rules then in 
vogue in such matters, and selected as a candidate for the mayor- 
alty James W. Breedlove, a distinguished banker, who had been 
the intimate friend and correspondent of Andrew Jackson. Breed- 
love had once been prominent in the Democratic party, but had © 
broken away from this allegiance on account of his dislike of the 
“machine.” The election was very disorderly; many men were 
beaten, a number were badly wounded, and several persons were 
murdered.’ Lewis received 6899 votes as against Breedlove’s 4382, 
but all of the other “reform” candidates were elected by substan- 
tial maj orities ; so much £0, in fact, that the City ‘Comnect? was 


‘smith, Parties and Slavery ie The American Nation) 114; Fortier, Louisiana, L 
618, Gayarre, Louisiana, IV, 678 


™New Orleans Picayune, Mar. 26, 1854. 
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soon atten denounced by the Democratic newspapers as a Know 
Nothing, or Native American, body.*® 


The riotous character of the election of 1854 was duplicated 
on an exaggerated scale in the election of 1856. The candidates 
on this occasion were W. A. Elmore and Charles M. Waterman. 
Elmore was nominated by the Democrats in regular convention. 
The latter was nominated at a tumultous mass-meeting held in 
Banks’ Arcade, in March. What the papers described as “the best 
element in the population” called the meeting. These persons 
were avowedly in favor of “reform” ; but hardly had the meeting 
assembled, when the promoters lost control, and the “Know Noth- | 
ings,” (Native Americans) dictated the candidates. Waterman 
was a popular young business man. His father was master of 
one of the celebrated “Black Ball” packets, running between New 
York and European ports. The son was born in New York, and .- 
was approaching manhood when, the father having retired from 
_ the sea and deciding to settle in New Orleans, the family came 

to this city to reside. Young Waterman went into the hardware 
business, and was at this time a man of wealth. He was about 
47 years of age when nominated for mayor. He was extremely 
popular with the ‘workingmen; which makes it difficult to under- 
stand how he came to be opposed to the Democratic candidate 
and aligned with the Whigs and Know Nothings, who were, on 
the whole, the aristocratic element in the city. The Whigs, as a 
party, made no nominations, but apparently threw their votes 
to Waterman. The election was attended by scenes of wild dis- 
- order. Two murders were committed; several others ‘were 
suspected; six men were gravely wounded, and many persons, in- 
cluding one policeman, were badly beaten. Waterman was elated 
by 4726 votes over Elmore, who received 2762. | 

This riotous election foreshadowed the outbreak of 1858. 
All during Waterman’s administration the city was kept in tur- 
moil by the animosities of the two opposing political parties. 
The situation was so bad that Governor Wickliffe, in his mes- 
sage to the legislature in 1857, used the following language: “It 
is a well-known fact that at the last two general elections many of 
the streets and approaches to the polls were completely in the 
hands of organized ruffians, who committed acts of violence upon 
multitudes of our naturalized fellow-citizens who dared to venture 
to exerci se the rights of suffrage. Thus nearly a - the 


®New Orleans Bee, June 2, 1864, 
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voters of New OHleans have been deterred from exercising: their 
highest and most sacred prerogatives.”® The Legislature attempt- 


ed to correct the situation by passing a general election law, creat- 


ing the office of superintendent of elections for Orleans Parish.t 
J. B. Cotton was appointed to this position, and had a difficult 
task, which he seems to have performed with great courage; on 
one occasion a mob forming with the declared intention of at- 
tacking his house and murdering him, a project which was 
frustrated by Cotton’s friends, who aided him in preparing to give 
battle, and thus discouraged the crowd.?° 


We now approach the specific subj ect. of this paper. 
The causes which led up to the revolutionary outbreak of 


June, 1858, are exceedingly obscure. Professedly, the movement — 


was engineered to rid the city of the thugs and bandits which 
infested it. In this respect, it must be confessed the situation 


_ justified a resort to almost any means to better conditions. Water- 


man seems to have made an acceptable mayor in the main, but 
all during his administration crimes of violence were extraordi- 
narily numerous in the city. In 1857, the True Delta drew atten- 
tion to the “danger which ordinary, peaceable citizens ran, when- 
ever they ventured abroad, as a result of what was” in many ways 
“a reign of terror.” “Our city,” said the Bee, some months later, 
“has been infested by a band of desperadoes who have shed in- 
nocent blood and spread terror and consternation among certain 


classes.’ How far the administration was responsible for the 


failure to keep order we cannot say. The True Delta, in refer- 
ring to the matter, sarcastically apologized for calling the mayor’s 


attention to it. There seems to have been a breach between 


Waterman and the leaders of the party which widened as his term 
drew to a close. At any rate, about March, 1858, when the 


prevalence of crime could no longer be tolerated, an organization — 


was effected, along the lines of that which had not long before 
done valuable service in San Francisco in ridding the town of 
undesirable characters; even the name of the Californian organi- 
zation was taken over, and it is as the “Vigilance Committee” 
that the New Orleans association is remembered in local history. 


_ Although not less than 1000 persons seem to have been concerned © 


 *Gayarre, Louisiana, IV, 
+Act 287 of 1857. 
Dart, John Blackstone Cotton, 15, 16 (N. O. 1916). 
11June 4, 1858. 
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in the organization its existence was kept secret until the follow- 
ing June, when it revealed itself, beconeunned and or to 
the startled community. 

The approaching end of Waterman’ term 
able interest in the question of his successor. The American party 
held its nominating convention on May 25th,.1858.. Waterman’s 
friends were anxious to see him renominated, but probably as a 
result of the differences with the party-leaders above referred to, 
he refused to be a candidate for the. nomination, and as soon as” 
the convention was organized, sent in a letter stating this inten- 
tion. Gerard Stith, one of the recorders, was then nominated. 
The rest of the ticket was: C. O. Fleschier, street commissioner ; 
A. G. Brice, J. L. Fabre, and Webster Long, recorders; A. Dupre 
and P. S. Wiltz, aldermen; J. E. Holland, L. Lombard and J.B. 
Leefe, assistant aldermen. Under the provisions of the city 
charter, the remaining city officials held over to a later date. The 
candidates for nomination who had been defeated in the conven- 
tion “harbored much ill feeling.” There was, also, among the. 
citizens in general, a good deal of dissatisfaction with the Amer- 
ican ticket. It was not surprising, therefore, that al- 
most immediately an opposition candidate was named. Seven hun- 
dred prominent persons signed a letter which was published in the 
Bee on May 26th, tendering the nomination to Maj. P. G. T. Beau- 
regard. Beauregard replied on June 5th in a letter accepting the | 
honor. In outlining the issues which, in his judgment, should be 
-made paramount in the campaign, he put special stress upon the 
police. If elected, he said, he would make it his duty to organize 
a “strong and effective” force. ‘Unless a mayor be clothed with . 
sufficient power to place it ona footing which will insure unity 
of purpose, and impart to its operations a character which will 
command respect, it were vain to expect from him that he should 
carry out successfully the great object and measures which’’ were 
projected by those who have offered him the nomination. 18 


These remarks were doubtless suggested to Beauregard by 
the fact that a week before, a crowd of rowdies had taken posses- 
sion of the office of the Registrar of Voters, and even as he wrote 
were busy revising the lists of voters in a way to eliminate as many 
Whigs and Independents as possible. The Registrar seems to have 
made no objection to their presence, nor to have in-any way in- | 


2Bee, May 27, 1858. 
Bee, June 6, 1858. 
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 terfered with their illegal and extraordinary work. Some of the 


Independent leaders applied to the courts for the. proper legal 
remedies, but either soon saw that no assistance was to be expect- 
ed there, or realized that, by the time that the law could interpose 
to expel the intruders, their nefarious work in the Registrar’s 
office would be done. At any rate, ~ court proceedings were not |. 
pressed. 

It was this situation, apenneies which impelled the Vigi- 


' lance Committee to act. In justice to this organization, it should 


be said that it always professed to have no political affiliations 


whatever; in fact, it had taken no part in the selection of the can- 


didates named on either ticket. It always insisted that its inten- 
tion was merely to see that the elections should pass off without 
any of the riotous scenes that had marked all such recent events 
in New Orleans. But, coming at precisely the time when it did, 
the uprising which took place, wore the aspect of a revolution 
designed to.place Beauregard in power. Many of the persons 
suspected of complicity in the outbreak were Beauregard support- | 
ers; but it is also, true, later, that when Stith visited the headquar- 
ters of the Vigilance Committee, he was assured that in its ranks — 
were many of his own partizans.. At any rate, on the morning of © 
June 3rd, when New Orleans awoke, it was to find that a large part 
of the city had passed into the control of the Vigilance Committee; 
that the city government had practically ceased to function; that 
civil war, if not actually in progress, was threatening. Late the — 
previous night a body of armed men under Captain J. K. Duncan," 
of the United States Army, an officer stationed at the Barracks, 
marched to Jackson Square, occupied the Cabildo, and posted | 
sentinels at all the approaches to that part of the city. They seized | 
the Arsenal in the rear of the Cabildo and distributed among 
themselves the arms which they found therein. Several pieces of 
cannon, which were found in this depository, were hauled out and 
posted in the square. The next: morning, when Judge Hunt went 
down to the Criminal Court, he found several members of the 
Vigilance Committee in the building, was unable to proceed with 
his docket, and after an ineffectual effort to hold court, departed. 
Judge Howell, of the Sixth District Court, and Recorder. Fabre, 
on finding their courtrooms filled with armed men, made no at- 


_tempt to hold court and also went awey. 


a brigadier general in the Army. 
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In the columns of the “Courier” and of the “True Delta” that 
morning appeared articles designed to acquaint the people with 
the object of these sinister proceedings, and to reassure them with 
regard to the purposes of those at the head of the Vigilance Com- — 
mittee. “(Having resolved to free our city from the murderers who 
infested it, we have assumed its temporary government,” ran one 
of these notices; “. . . . we have no political purposes in view, 
and we call on all good men and true to join us in the work we 
have undertaken. . . . We shall inflict prompt and exemplary 
punishment upon well-known and notorious offenders and vio- 
lators of the rights and privileges of rece and shall not lay 
down our arms till this is effected.” 


At the same time an address “Tg the Citizens of New Or- 
leans” was posted about the streets. It explained the purposes of 
the uprising in more detail, as follows: 

“After years of disorders, outrage and unchecked assassina- 
tion, the people, unable and unwilling either to bow down in un- 
resisting submission to a set of ruffians, or to abandon the city 
in which their business, their social sympathies, and their affec- 
tions cluster, have at length risen in their might—have quietly 
taken possession of the Arsenal and buildings at Jackson Square, 
and have established here the headquarters of the Vigilance Com- 
mittee; pledging each to the other to maintain the rights invio-— 
- lably of every peaceful and law-abiding citizen, restore public 
order, abate crime, and-expel or punish, as they may determine, 
such notorious robbers and assassins as the arm of the law has, 
either from the infidelity of its public servants, or the inefficiency 
of the laws themselves, left unwhipped of justice. 

“For the present the ordinary machinery of police justice is 
suspended—the mayor and the recorders, we understand, yielding 
up the power they confess to inability to exercise for the preser- 
vation of public peace, and the preservation of property; and the > 
Vigilance Committee will therefore provisionally act in their. 
stead, administering to each and every malefactor the punish- | 
ment due to his crimes, without heat, prejudice, or political bias. 
All citizens who have sympathies with this movement, and who 
think that the time has come when New Orleans shall be pre- 
served like all other well-organized and civilized communities, 
~ will report themselves without delay at the vena 38 where the 


s That is, Cabilao. It is ‘curious to note that the Spanish name still persisted in 
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character of the movement. will be explained and. the determina- 
tion of the people more fully known. . All has been ; noiselessly 
done thus far; all will continue. noiselessly, dispassionately and — 
justly, but the ruffians who have dyed our streets in the gore of | 
inoffending citizens and spread terror among the peaceable, or- 
derly, and well-disposed, must leave or perish. So the Rene have 
determined. —Vox Populi, vox Dei!” : 


_. This address seems to have been received with cities in- 
difference.. The intimation that the mayor and recorders: had 
abandoned their posts seems to have had no foundation. In hint- 
ing that there had been some previous understanding between 
them and the Vigilance Committee on this .point, the authors of 
the address were doubtless guided by their hopes, not by the 
- facts. Insofar as the appeal for support was concerned, there was © 
apparently no response. The rank and file of the Committee was 
composed of Creoles and persons of Irish or German extraction, 
and naturalized citizens who had reason to feel that the dominant 
party, by virtue of its general opposition to the foreign-born, was 
inimical to their interests. — 


The Vigilance Committee’s activities pC over five days. 
They were agitated ones. The authorities seem to have been quite 
incapable of dealing with the situation. A special meeting of 
the City Council was held at 10 o’clock, on the morning of June 
2nd, as soon as news of the rising reached the city hall. A mo- 
tion was made to arm the people and disperse the Vigilance Com- 
mittee by force. This meant serious fighting. Duncan was a 
trained soldier, and with him were several officers who had just 
returned from Nicaragua, where they had seen service under 
Walker, the filibuster. They had fortified their position with 
granite blocks torn up from the pavement in Chartres street. 
Waterman had the good sense to see the impossibility of a suc- 
cessful attack by an improvised militia,.and refused to issue a 
proclamation along the lines advocated by the council. The Coun- 
cil immediately passed a resolution demanding his resignation. 
Under the charter, in case of the resignation of the mayor, the 
senior recorder would succeed to the office. The senior recorder 
was H. W. Summers. It was understood that he stood: prepared 
to carry out the wishes of the Council. Waterman -refused to 
resign, and as the Council was not, as-yet, prepared to take ex- 
treme measures, the only thing it could do under the circum- 
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stances 1 was to invest the mayor with discretionary powers; whem 
was done. Then the meeting adjourned. 


_ In the exercise of these powers Waterman now wr down 
to Jackson Square, accompanied by Benjamin S. Harrison, an In- 
dependent.. Harrison had been a candidate for the Independent 
nomination for mayor before it was tendered to Beauregard. Ap- 
parently, he was expected to be influential. with the Vigilance 
Committee, on the assumption that its members were of his polit- 
ical faith. If so, the idea was ill-founded. Duncan refused to 
accept Waterman’s suggestion that he disband his forces, except 


on condition that his men, who were well-armed and equipped, be 


sworn in as a special police, to serve at least until after the 
municipal election. He reiterated his statement that the organiza- 
tion was nonpolitical, but intended to see that the election passed 
- off quietly. Waterman said that he had no authority to do what 
Duncan proposed. On his return to the City Hall an announce- 
ment of what he had done was made to an immense crowd which 
had collected around the building, and was received with up- 
roarious approval. This assembly of-thousands was noisily Na- 
tive American. It fluctuated as to number during the three fol- 
lowing days, but for much of that time, day and night, it remained 
in and around the hall, in Lafayette Square; and its presence and 
its clamors seem not to have been without effect upon the delib- 
erations of the city officials within the building. 


,It was now determined to call out the militia. Orders to that 
effect were sent to General Lewis, who was in command of the 
troops, but not a man responded to the notices tardily and reluct- 
antly sent out by that official. In the meantime, as a concession 
to the crowd, which demanded to be led against the Vigilant 
stronghold, the mayor signed a requisition for weapons on one of 
the largest local hardware establishments, and the mob streamed 
off in the direction of that place, which it speedily stripped 
of firearms. On returning to Lafayette Square, it found that 


some pieces of artillery had been located in the quarters of one of | 


the militia companies,.and parked there. Waterman finally issued 
warrants for the arrest of Duncan and his committeemen on 
charges of being in arms without lawful authority. The chief of 
police went down to Jackson Square and served the papers. He 
was without the means of enforcing the arrests, and retired, feel- 
ing somewhat ridiculous. Next; placards were published offering 

rewards for Duncan’s arrest or destruction; these bore no signa- 
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ture, and were probably posted without official ssieuervek: ‘The 
city government, however, through the few officials which it 
could rely on, was rounding up suspects. A Dr. Lockwood and 
two other persons were taken into custody, examined at the city 
hall, and placed in prison. 

The failure of the authorities to ceo anything by 
afternoon aroused a good deal of criticism. This criticism result- 
ed in a meeting of. “fifteen gentlemen of no particular bias in 
political matters,” held at the St. Charles Hotel, at which two | 
committees were appointed, with seven members each, one to wait 
on the mayor, and the other to treat with the Vigilance Com- 
mittee, and present a plan for the adjustment of differences. The 
committees took up their duties with a good heart but seem to 
have had no effect upon a situation which was hourly becoming 
more perilous. In the meantime all drinking-places were closed, 
and business houses generally, apprehensive of which would fol- 
low the fall of night, followed the good example. 

That afternoon placards denouncing the mayor for treating 
the “traitors” began to appear upon the walls of the city. Just 
who issued them has never been ascertained. The impression — 
seems to have been cultivated that the mayor’s sympathies were 
really with the Vigilance Committee. The crowd which eddied 
excitedly around the city hall all day long and during most of the 
night, was beginning to lose faith in him. After nightfall ad- 
dresses were made from the steps of the building denouncing 
him for his efforts at compromise. The speakers were Col. 
‘Christy, an old gentleman who had earned his military title in the © 
war of 1812; and Col. Henry, a veteran of the recent Nicaraguan 
war. Christy followed up his speech by publishing a handbill in 
_which he offered to captain any force which might be organized 
to attack “Fort Vigilance,’ as the headquarters of the Vigilance 
Committee was beginning to be called. This handbill, which made. 
its appearance the following morning, occasioned considerable 
excitement, but, fortunately, there was no organized response to 
Christy’s appeal. All that night a force of 100 men, under Justice 
Bradford, remained at the City Hall, to guard it against attack 
by the Vigilantes; though no such attack seems ever to have been 
meditated. Duncan’s sentinels never came above Canal street. 
That night they occupied the lower side of the thoroughfare as 
far out as the river. On the upper side a similar line of armed 

men marked the boundary of the jurisdiction of the city gov- 
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ernment. In between lay the “neutral” ground—neutral that : 
night, in an unexpectedly appropriate way. 
te At 11 o’clock the following morning the Mayor and General 
- Lewis went to the headquarters of the Vigilance Committee, at 
Jackson Square, with the intention of working out a compromise. 
Here they were joined by Messrs Fellows and Norton, represent- — 
ing the merchants’ committee, still in session at the St. Charles 
Hotel. The conference lasted till 1 o’clock. In effect, Waterman 
accepted Duncan’s terms. It was agreed that the Committee’s | 
_ forces should be sworn in as a special police to do duty at least un- 
til after the election, and meanwhile to retain their military or- 
ganization. With this news the Mayor returned to the City Hall. 
The announcement of the agreement was ill-received by the mob 
which had assembled there. In spite of positive commands to 
the contrary from the Mayor, a detachment of the mob took 
possession of two cannon, and, armed with muskets and side- 
arms, set off to attack Fort Vigilance. On reaching Canal street 
some one fired on the column from the sidewalk; probably 
one of Duncan’s sentrys. One man was wounded in the cheek by 
the shot. This halted the advance. About one-half of the party 
thereupon returned to Lafayette Square; the remainder advanced 
a short distance down Royal street, but observing the barricades, 
and rightly apprehending a warm reception if they continued in 
that direction, crossed over to Chartres street and retreated by 
that route to Canal. As they approached the last named thorough- 
fare, the sentinels on duty there, thinking that they were the ad- 
vance-guard of Vigilantes moving up to attack the City Hall, 
were about to open fire; but, fortunately, at this moment they 
were recognized, and a regrettable loss of life was averted, though 
by the narrowest of margins. At last the entire party re-as- | 
sembled in Lafayette Square, where Adams disarmed them and 
stored their weapons in the Hall. At Fort Vigilance there were 
two casualties that day, due to the premature discharge of a 
cannon. One man was killed and one wounded. 7 
On the 5th the agitation against Mayor Waterman over the 
compromise came to a head. There were threats of violence against 
the Mayor, but fortunately, a heavy rain dispersed the crowd » 
around the City Hall, and trouble was thus avoided. But Water- 
man, alarmed by the acrimonious comment of the newspapers, 
deemed it wise to seek refuge with the Vigilance Committee, and 
that morning left the City Hall ee and took up his quarters 
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at Jackson Square. There he was later visited by A. G. Brice, 
Judge A. G. Semmes, and others, who endeavored to induce him 
to return to the City Hall, in order to swear in a special police, 
which, they thought, was necessary to insure the safety of the . 
city, in view of the collapse or disappearance of the regular force, 
and the unwillingness of the City Council to turn over the govern- 
ment completely to the Vigilance Committee. These gentlemen 
urged Waterman either to do as they suggested, or resign and 
make way for the President of the Board of Alderman, R. M. 
Summers, who, it was expected, would deal resolutely with the 
situation. Rather than accept the alternative, Waterman. yielded 
_ far enough to make out a paper in which he invested Recorder 
Stith, as his deputy, with authority to swear in the special police. 
With this authorization Brice and Semmes returned to the City 
Hall. Stith immediately set to work. By nightfall he had 1600 
men in service. During the afternoon, however, Waterman was | 
informed by his legal advisers that he could not delegate to an- 
other his powers as chief of police; that Sith’s authorization was, 
therefore, void. He sent Stith a notice to that effect, but for some 
reason, the letter did not reach that official till the following day. 
In the interim, informed only by rumor of the Mayor’s ac- 
tion, Stith declined to consider valid the revocation of his com- 

mission. | 

The City Council met at 6 p. m. Waterman, it was under- | 
stood, would appear before it and explain his actions. But he was 
not present when the meeting convened. Instead, a message came 
from him asking what protection he could expect if he ventured 
above Canal street. Recorder Stith was thereupon empowered to 
proceed to Jackson Square and assure the Mayor that he need be 
under no apprehensions as to the security of his person. Stith 
departed, and was absent several hours. The unruly behavior of | 
the crowd which collected in Lafayette Square as soon as the fact 
became known that the Council was in session, certainly gave 
ground for Waterman’s fears. It showed signs of getting out of 
hand; Colonel Lumsden, one of the editors of the Picayune, was 
obliged to make a speech, in which he described a visit which he 
had paid to Fort Vigilance so entertainingly that the tumultous. 
assembly was, for the moment, at least, kept interested and 
amused. Waterman agreed to accompany Stith as far as the St. 
Charles Hotel, but; informed of the character of the crowd at the 
City Hall, refused to go any further. His decision irritated the 
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City Council greatly, and articles of impeachment were thereupon 

brought forward in the Board of Assistant Aldermen. The Mayor, 
ran this document, “has deserted his post . . . and since June 
2nd has been in the hands of an unlawful and armed organization, 
and the lives and property of the citizens of New Orleans are 
jeopardized; . . . and said Waterman has by his acts attempt- 
ed to legalize the existence of said unlawful organization, and is 
now and has been within the last thirty-six hours within the limits 
of said unlawful armed organization . . . and has failed, 
neglected, and refused to enforce the laws of the United States 
and the ordinances of the city, and disperse the said unlawful or- 
ganization, and thereby has been recreant to his Bante and his 
impeachment was ordered. 

_ The Board of Aldermen, under the city charter was the 
tribunal before which the impeachment should be tried. It also 
adopted resolutions. Waterman, according to this document, “‘has 
abandoned the seat of the municipal government without just 
- cause, and cannot be found nor induced to attend to his duties, 
and .. . there is no longer a mayor of New Orleans. 

In the present state of excitement it is the duty of the Comnsen 
Council to provide means for the protection of the inhabitants of 
the city . . . said city having been left for two days without 
‘a single officer to protect the lives of our citizens or their prop- 
erty.’’?? 
3 The effect of the nvinaelincent was to remove Waterman 
summarily from office. A resolution was passed by both boards 
of aldermen asking Summers to act as mayor. He immediately 
took charge of the mayor’s office, with the understanding that 
the Council should provide him “with all the sinews of war,” if 
needed for use against the Vigilance Committee. He promptly 
issued a proclamation denouncing the Committee and calling on 
its members to disperse or suffer the consequences. He also an- 
nulled Waterman’s agreement appointing Duncan’s men as special 
- police. No other action was attempted, but armed patrols con- 
tinue to circulate through the First District and pickets were 
maintained in Canal street. The Committee’s activities ap-— 
- pear to have been limited at all times to the Third District. Its 
forces never aetnyees to enter the Second District; and in the 


_ Proceedings of the City Council, June 5th, 1858. 
1Jbid. I cannot ascertain just how accurate is the statement that all the city of- 
ficials deserted their posts. Apparently, this was merely a rhetorical flourish not 


supported by the facta. 
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Fourth District “life flowed on placidly, as though no excite-. 


‘ment prevailed within a thousand miles of its rural quiet.’’!® 


All this happened on Friday. That night occurred the most | 
serious incident in the history of the Vigilance Committee. This 
was the accidental firing upon one of its own patrols, resulting 


-in the killing of four men and the wounding of nine others. The 


patrol was returning to Jackson Square through Orleans and St. 
Peter Streets. It was mistaken for an attacking party from 
Jackson Square, and before the error could be rectified, a volley 
was poured into its ranks. The men killed included three Irish- 
men and one German. Subsequently, when Coroner Osbourne 


held an inquest, his verdict was “death due to a discharge of fire- 


arms by parties unknown.” Five of the wounded were admitted 
to the Charity Hospital. No attempt seems ever to have been 
made by the authorities to investigate this sad affair. Even the 
men in the hospital were not interrogated after the subsidence of 


the disturbances. 


On Saturday morning Attorney-General ' Moise visited Fort 
Vigilance and explained to Duncan that he and his men were 
acting illegally. Duncan does not seem to have been disturbed 
by this official information. On Sunday various prominent citi- 
zens put in an appearance, and argued with Duncan in favor of 
his laying down arms. Except for an effort to reorganize the 
regular police, Summers made no further move against the Vigi- 
lance Committee. He removed Colonel Henry Forno from office 
as chief of police and replaced him with Col. John A. Jacques. 
Jacques issued an order for the regular patrolmen to report for 
duty; which they seem to have done promptly, and continued to 
do so regularly thereafter. Barring an alarm due to the firing 
of three cannon-shots from Fort Vigilance by some irresponsible 
young men (this was the signal set by the Committee to summon 
all its supporters) the night passed without alarm. There was 
no oceasion for the firing; no emergency had arisen to justify 
it; nor was there any response. In fact, there was at no time any 
general response by the local population to the Committee’s ap- 
peals. The attitude of the public was either one of indifference or 
of active opposition. In view of this lukewarmness on the part — 
of the people, the failure of the movement was inevitable. It per- 
sisted, however, until the result of the elections was announced; 
it is very likely that ne Sasi which marked that usually turbu- 


%Picayune, June 6, 1858. 
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lent day was, as the Picayune, suggested, due to the fact that 
the Committee retained its organization, and was in a position to 
interefere, had there been any violation of the peace. General 
Lewis, who seems to have ignored Summers’ order nullifying Wat- 
erman’s appointment of the Vigilantes to be special police, 
notified Duncan that he would call on him for assistance only 
in case of extreme need ; Summers commissioned additional special 
police to keep order at the polls; and the result “‘was one of the 
most orderly elections in the history of the city.”’® There was 
only a'small vote cast; which is not surprising, under the circum- 
stances. On the whole, the result was a complete vindication of 
the American party. Stith received 3581 votes and Beauregard 
3450. In the Fourth District, curious to note, the vote for mayor 
was a tie. The failure of Stith to carry this district, where there 
had been no disturbances during the whole week, is, to say the 
least, suggestive. For street commissioner Fleschier was given 
- 3650 as against 3326 votes for his opponent, Rodgers. Summers, 
Fabre, Waltz and Long were elected recorders by majorities which 
varied from 200 in the case of the first named to 55 in the case 
of Wiltz. Forstall, Independent, was elected to the Board of 
Aldermen from the Second District. White, Benit, Moreno, and 
_ Massicott, all Independents, were elected to the Board of Assis- 

tant Aldermen. Huyghe was elected unanimously to this board, 
his name being on both tickets. Otherwise the American ticket 
was everywhere successful. 

But one construction could be put upon the result of the elec- 
tion. The majority of the voters was opposed to the Vigilance | 
Committee. It therefore took the only course open to it. A card 
in one of the afternoon papers announced that it had disbanded. 
“The object of the Vigilance Committee,” read this production, 
“ig today what it was when it was first formed, viz., to deliver 
the city from the thugs and assassin who infest it. | ye 
The result of the late election has, therefore, not in any way 
_ changed the honest views entertained by the committee, and to 
prove that we have never had any political views in our organiza- 
tion, but only the security of all good citizens in their lives and 
_ property, we now put ourselves at the disposal of the mayor, and 

at his call will assemble under arms as a special police in order 
to put down the rule of murderers and thugs. Yielding to public 
opinion relative to our possessing the State Arsenal and the Sixth 


~Picayune, June 8, 1858. 
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District Court—but doing this only—we now hereby abandon — 
and give up our position”. This curious document was signed by 
Duncan “for self and others.’’° 
The Vigilantes actually abandoned the Arsenal at 4 a. m. on 
the morning of the 8th. Many had already quietly withdrawn 
to their homes, but about 200 men were still on duty there. On 
departing these men left their arms scattered around the vicinity 
where they were afterwards looted by negroes, boys, and the pop- 
ulace generally. The men marched under Duncan’s leadership 
down to the United States Barracks, where Duncan was stationed. 
There he made them a speech, deprived them of their arms, 
and advised them to get quietly to their residences. But they 
were fearful of violence at the hands of the people. The 
majority found means of crossing the Mississippi to the swamps 
below Algiers, where they hid for 24 hours, and were only driven 
out by hunger. On the afternoon of June 9th a detachment of 50, 
mainly foreigners, surrendered to the police in order to. get food. 
A lieutenant of police took charge, but on being notified that the 
authorities had not issued any warrants for the arrests, he turned 
the prisoners loose. Another policeman rounded up a party of — 
twelve and locked the men in the Third Precinct Station, but they, 
too, were soon set at liberty. The apprehension which these 
poor fellows had regarding the danger of going unprotected about 
the city was unfortunately well-founded; the newspapers of the 
next few days contain a number of notices of men suspected of 
being implicated in the recent uprising who were set upon and 
badly beaten.** In spite of denials from the American organs, . 
there can be no doubt that these assaults were committed by ad- 
herents of that party. As for the leaders of the revolt, other than 
_ Duncan, thirty of them fled from the.city on a steamboat early 
on the 8th. Affidavits were sworn out against some of them, but 
nothing further was ever done. Among them were several men 
of wealth and prominence, whom it was deemed good policy not 
to prosecute, and the whole matter was suffered gradually to. be 
forgotten. It was estimated that these individuals had supplied 
$30,000 in cash to meet the expenses of the five days’ campaign, 
besides contributing their personal services; which, as the Cres- 
cent sarcastically pointed out, must have been exceedingly arduous 
for persons accustomed only to luxurious surroundings and — 


food. 


Crescent, June 9, 1858. 
mCrescent. June 10, 1858. 
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Thus, on the morning of June 8th, the barricades were de- 
serted. Thousands, moved by curiosity, visited the -abandoned 
camp and were shocked at what met their-gaze, and sickened by 
what offended.the sense.of smell. The pavement was bloodstained ; 
the carpet of the Sixth District Court was soaked with blood; and 
the private apartments in the Cabildo were filthy. A force of 
negroes was.set to work to clean.the premises. Judge Howell, 
on reoccupying his court room, found that the records had been ~ 
scattered, and the dossiers in twelve cases destroyed. 

There is much about this affair which invites comment. For 
example, it will be asked how Duncan, an officer of the United 
States Army, became involved in it. No answer can be made. 
Again, the conduct of Mayor Waterman is hard to explain. It is 
known that there were dissentions in the American party, of 
which he was a leader. How far did party animosities determine 
his attitude towards the Vigilance Committee—how far was he 
moved by a sincere desire to avoid bloodshed? The conduct of 
General Lewis offers another problem. Why did he hesitate, 
_ as we know he hesitated, to call out the militia? He was charged 
by one of the newspapers with being reluctant to commit himself — 
to either side; which, under the circumstances, was equivalent to 
favoring the Committee. Finally, there is the obscure point of 
' the executions carried out by the Committee; for there appear to 
have been such. . At the close of the disturbances the cororer held 
inquests upon eleven persons “slain within the entrenchments. 
The newspapers report the deaths of five Vigilantes; were there 
others, and how did they meet their end? The reticences of 
the public prints are among the ‘most singular features of this — 
whole affair. 

Due probably to the general eiltinadties to ignore the out- 
break, now that it was over, no effort was made to press the im- 
peachment charges against Mayor Waterman. Summers contin- 
- ued to act as Mayor till June 24th, when the new administration 
came in. Waterman retained his popularity with the mass of the 
people, and continued to be respected and influential, both in busi- 
ness and politics, down to his death in 1861. In that year, hav- 
ing met with reverses, the hardware firm of which he was the 
head went into bankruptcy, and his business calamity seemed to 
prey upon his mind. He disappeared, leaving a note which encour- 
aged the belief that he had drowned himself in the Mississippi. 
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Stith served as mayor to 1860 with credit to himself and benefit to | 
the city. He was succeeded by Monroe, another American candi- 
7 date. Summers, however, seems to have been consistently un- 
| popular with the mass of the people. When the Federal troops 
entered the city he was under such apprehensions for his person 
that he’sought refuge on board Farragut’s fleet. The chief signifi- 
cance of the whole Anti-American uprising in 1858 is, the pic- 
ture it gives us of the lawless community which New Orleans then 
was; and for the suggestion that lingers from a perusal of the 
records connected with the episode, that in Duncan’s Vigilance 
Committee is to be found the germ of the White League and other 
antecedent organizations, which, at a later time, were to exercise 
a potent influence over the destinies of Louisiana. 
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RECORDS OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL 


Jan. 4, 1736. 


2pp. | 

No. A361. 

See A36. 
A362. 


Jan. 18, 1736. 


Ip. 
No. 36. 


joe 20, 1736. 


A362. 


See A36!, A365. 


OF LOUISIANA 


(Continued from April, 1922). 


Contract for Supplies. One Coureur agrees with 


Judge Salmon to furnish provisions to the 
King’s warehouses at Natchez post, in course 
current year; to wit, shelled corn at 33 francs 
a quarter; bacon (salted) at 6 sous per Ib.; 

salted beef at 4 sous per lb. Illinois flour (pas- 


_ sage torn). Contractor offers mortgage security. 
Proviso on behalf of marine ne. a 


| Ragged edges. 


Contract for Hospital Supplies. Jean Baptiste 


Bancio Piemont, cargo agent of La Reine des 
Agnes, of La Rochelle agrees with Judge Sal- 


_ mon to furnish a specified bill of drugs and other 
items for the Hospital service. Usual provisos; 
' payment on receipt of local storekeeper; mort- 
| gage security. offered by contractor; pension 


Court Summons. Sherif Hugault notifies Messrs. 
Dalcour and Nicolas Dartel, alias Francoeur, 
. . to appear before Judge Salmon with reference 


to discharging their bills of goods from cargo 
of the ship St. Joseph. Mr. Dalcour’s bill is 
724 francs and 12 sous; Francoeur’s, 70 francs © 
and 19 sous. Action moved by Capt. Rainaux, 


of the St. Joseph. 


Contract to Sernisth Rice. Sieur Claude Noyon, . 


settler near N. O., with Judge Salmon to fur- 
nish the royal stores with 100 barrels of rice 
in straw at N. O. cs francs and 2 sous a barrel. 
Usual provisos. 


<an 20, 1736. Will Recorded. Jean Louis died at noon, this 


No. 
See A35®. 


date. Judge Salmon, in presence of Attorney 
General and Messrs. Bizoton and Roquet, 
opens the will; and when read, delivers it to Mr. 
Roquet, executor, who agrees to fulfil his 


charge as accurately as possible. 


Salmon, Fleuriau, Bizoton, — Henry, 
recorder. 7 
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Jan. 20, 1736.. -Remonstrance., _Joseph Dulestre, (signature seems 
4pp to resemble Duclertre), “Soldier in the troupe — 
| No. Ase. os. lodges a long complaint on account of 
; | his imprisonment at Charenton, five years, b 
the act of his brother-in-law, one Plunard. 
The case appears to have turned on family 
property contentions.. ‘J. D. protests against _ 
all concessions enforced of him while helpless — 
to resist them, and asks for an attorney in the 
cause of recovering his. alienated rights. No 
note by Court. | 


Jan. 23, 1736. Petition to Sell Real Batate. Nicolas Dufret, 

: shoemaker, asks leave to sell a lot of land, be- 

No. A364. longing to the estate of late J ormoy, whose 
widow is now the wife of N. D. 


Feb. 15, 1736. Approved, subject to usual announcements; 
| Salmon. Advertised on three successive Sun- 
days, and no opposition. Hugault. ue 

Scorched and blurred. 


Jan. 24, 1736. Contract to Furnish Rice. Francois Calmache, 
2pp. | director of D’Artagnan grant, agrees, with 
No. A365. Judge Salmon to supply 100 quarters of rice 
See A362. straw to the royal stores at N. O., at 4 francs, 

: | 2 sous and 6 farthings a barrel. Usual provisos. 


Feb. 1, 1736, Contract for Supplies. Jean Merle will furnish 
2pp. to the royal stores in La., 259 ells of linen, fine 
No. A358. staple, at 50 sous an ell, and 1241} jugs of brandy 
See A36°, 30 sous a jug. 


Feb. 1! 1736. | Contract for Brand:. Jacques Ozenne will fur- 
lp. No. A36’ nish warehouses at N. O. with 2106 jugs at 30 
See A366. | sous a jug. 


Feb. 1, 1736. Contract for Meat. Jacques de la Boucherie; 
14pp. traveler from Illinois, will furnish King’s 
No. A363. - gtores at N. O., with 8148 Ibs. of salted beef, 
See A367’. and 35 tongues. Beef at 20 francs, 7 sous, 6 
A36°. farthin gs per cwt.; eee at 21 sous each. 


44 
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Feb. AZ 1736. Contract for Meat. Chauvin will the 

lp. _ King’s warehouses. at N. O. with 3088 Ibs. of 

No. A366, wild- beef salted and 60 salted tongues. Beef at 
| _ 20 francs per cwt., tongues at 30 sous each. 
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— 1, 1736. Lease of House. Francois LeMelle alias -Belle- 
| ae garde has let a house and appurtenances for one 
o. A361, year to Mr. Estienne de Lalande Dalcour and 

. his wife, for 400 francs; 335} paid cash, and 
residue 643 payable on expiration of lease. 

Mortgage security. Term began with July 23, 


| | 1735 
Feb. 2, 1736: Sale of a Balinger to the King by Jacques Enoul. 
(5592) Sale passed before M. Raguet, M. Salmon, 
Commissary-Intendant, promising that treas- 
urer will pay price of same. 
Signed: Enoul, “Salmon,” “Bizo- 
ton.”’ 
Feb. 4, 1736. of a Decision in a case of 
goods. | 
Feb. 4, 1736. Agreement between Sr. Louis Joseph Du Breuil 
(5542) and Salmon, Commissary, with consent of Sr. 
Bizoton, before notary royal to pay for all 
Vo. 2. cartages and other requisites as the war against 


the Chickasaws will render necessary, said 
sums to be refunded. to said Du Breuil, con- 
tractor for the fortifications of this city, by 
the King’s treasurer. 

Signed: “Salmon,” C. Troyer,” “Du 
Breuil, ” «“F, Galhot,” “Bizoton,”’ ““Henry.”’ 


Feb. 8, 1736. srt: of Real Estate. Ursulines. Jacques Larche- 
App. s vesque conveys to the Ursuline Nuns a planta- 
‘No. A361. tion about half a league up stream and across — 
ee the river, 16 by 40 acres between lands of 
of Lemelle alias Bellegarde and of Joseph 
Larche, brother of Jacques, for consideration of 
three slaves plus 500 francs. The three slaves 
were mortgaged to the Company in security 
for J. L.’s debt to same. Full discharge of pur- 
chasers. 
Signatures: 
Larchevesque, 
Sr. St. Andre, Superieur. 
Marie, assistante. 
Angelique Zelatrice. 
Marguerite Bernard de ‘Pierre, 
Depositaire. 
Sr. Cecile de St. Joseph. . 
Charlotte Ursule de St. Xavier. 
de St. Francois de Paule. | 
Sr. St. Stanislas. 
St. Bernard. 
Huagault. 
Balcour. . 
Henry, notary. 
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‘March 6, 1736. Before Royal. Jean’ Gonzalle personally 
(5616) appeared ‘and ‘acknowledged having received 
from’ the treasurer of ‘the marine, on M. de 
Salmon’s order, the sum of 900+ 
| “Gonzalle,” “Dargaray,” “Rossard,” 


nry. 
Sept. 29, 1736. (5617). Report by Guillaume 
de ila Pommeraye, treasurer of the marine, of — 
7 having paid to Jean Gonzalle, the sum of 900+. 
Signed: ‘“‘Cuqurey,’” “‘De la Pommeraye,”’ 
“Hugault, “Henry, ” notary. | | 


March 18, 1736. Sucrose of J acques Veillon. Following notice 
fo. 6. g of death of Jacques Veillon by Attorney General 
(5628) of the King and at his request, inventory made 
of all effects owned by him and seals affixed 
‘thereto. - 
(9626) After customary publications and at the bent 
(hive) ~ 2 3" of the drum, sale by auction of all effects be- 
5 ' longing to succession of J acques Veillon. 
‘Signed: “‘Prévost.”’ 


March 2, 1736. lave Deal. J oseph Verret, settler near Cannes — 

Brfilées, and Bernard Wils, of the village des 

N O. 36H Allemands, interchange two slaves, to the 
‘Satisfaction. of the contracting-parties. _ 


March 27, 1736. Michel, Tar Maker, reports having left 18 negroes 
hg (1781) at St. Bernard according to agreement and as 


security. | 
Signed “Brosset.” 


March 28, 1736. J oseph Munier or Meunier inate liberty to a 
(5637) -megress named Marie, aged eleven or twelve 
fo. 2. years, on account of his departure for the war 
| against the Chicksaws, on account of her ser- 
vices and her attachment to him. 
Signed: ‘‘Piquerey,” ““Hugault,’”” “Henry.” 


March 31, 1736. Slave Deal. Francois Trudeau, of the Superior 

Ip. - Council, sells to Guillaume De Lapommeraie, 

No. A368, marine treasurer, a mulatto negress named 
_ Marianne, for 800 francs cash. ; 


April 4, 1736. Sale of Real Estate. Louis Joseph DuBreuil con- 

3pp. - -veys to Jean Baptiste Raguet a tract of land, 

No. A36". 16 acres, 6 perches on front, on frre side of 
the Mississippi and about a eague and a 
quarter down stream, across from Point St. An- | 
oine, for. 1250 francs cash. 
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20, 1736. 


| (5 166) 
(2044) 


1, 1736. 


xe. A3616, 

See A369. 
A446, 

1736. 


2pp. 
No. 


Letter of de Perier to Lange. Addressed to’ Mr. _ 
at Mon Plaisir: Plantation, opposite New... 
' Orleans. Writer sends a pair of garters by. his. 


little god-daughter Catin. He has received the 
3200 francs remitted by draft. The negroes 


were sold too cheap. He has forwarded power 
of attorney’ for selling town house and cattle. | 


| Wants the indigo to turn out successfully. 


Sale of Cable and Judge and 


Marine Controller Bizoton sell to Captain 


André Berry, of the ship of Le Comte de 


Maurepas, of Bordeaux, a stream cable weigh- 
ing 2160 lbs., at 523 francs per cwt., 1134 francs, 
and an anchor weighing 960 lbs., ‘at 60 francs 
per cwt., 576 francs; total, 1710 francs. Mort- 
gage security. These items were sold from the 
King’ S stores at N. O.. 


Power of Attorney granted ts Francois J shan: | 


-employee of the Company of the Indies to 
ee (blank) to recover papers left by: said Jahan 
with Sr. Ardouin, and those in possession of 
Sr. Painsecque, and to call for execution of 
judgment rendered against Sieur Girault, the 


three above named individuals inhabitants 


the Isle of Guadeloupe 
Signed : “‘Bimont, ““Lenormand, “Jahan,” 


Contract for Flour. Judge Salmon agrees with 
Thomas Chauvin, traveler from Illinois, on a. 


supply. of flour for the King’s warehouse at 
Natchez; to-wit, T. C. will furnish 5905 Ibs. of 
- Illinois flour at 21 francs per cwt. 


Contract. ton Hides. Philippe Bouillerot and 


‘Pierre Couilleret agree (signed Bouilerot) that 
'P. C., butcher, will sell all his hides of beef, 
veal, mutton and kid, for one year from date 
to P. B., who has already advanced 100 francs. 
Proposed rate; 4 francs a piece for hides of oxen 


and cows above four years; bull hides: between . 


two and four years, 24 francs each; veal and 
heifer hides below two years, at ii francs; 
_ sheepskins and kid skins, 15 sous each. P. C. 


reserves wool. 


2 
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June 2, 1736. Marriage Contenes, Pierre Le Quesney or Guer- 
ete Gee ney, (He does. not sign), native of Dinan in 
| No. A3638, Brittany, and Perrine Nezette, widow of late 
| Francois Genouy, and native of 
| Diocese of Vannes. . 


Marriage Contract. Louis Scionneau, native of 
Ste. Anne, Quebec, and Demoiselle Louise 
Melique, native of Kaskaskia, I]linois. 

Signature: Francoise Milique. — 


. Petition to Superior Council by Franccis Trudeau 
| to convene a family meeting to Pa a tutor 
and an under tutor to Pierre de Juzan, minor 

son of deceased Gabriel de Juzan and —— 


Trudeau. 
Signed: ‘Trudeau.’ (Succession Trudeau.) 


June 9, 1736. Family Meeting Convened to elect a tutor and 
(5732) under tutor to Pierre de Juzan. 
(1806) Signed: ‘Trudeau,’ ‘de’ la Pommeraye,”’ 
“Coustilhas,” “Petit de Livilliers,’’ ‘‘“Fazende,”’ 
“‘Bellair,” “‘Dalcour,” “Salmon,” “‘Henry.” 
(Trudeau Succession.) 


June 27, 1736. Sale of Slave. Alexis De Diederich, officer of =e 
troops, to Joseph DuBreuil, a negro named 
ne o. A362, Scapin, for 600 francs cash. 


july 5 1736. Invoice of Merchandise. La Rochelle. Goods 
Ip. 4. | shipped by Le Comte de Maurepas, Captain 
No. 362. Estival, and consigned to “my brother Paul 
See 37. 2s Rasteau and on my account.” Itemized bill of 
dry goods and other (finery) articles, amounting | 
to 2514 francs. 
Receipted by Paul Rasteau, who promises to | 
sell the goods as favorably as possible, and to 
‘make due return of proceeds. P. R. signs at 
La Rochelle, before starting for Louisiana, 
- under God’s guidance. saat R.’s sister Vivier is 
consigner of goods.) 
(April 17, 1737.) 


July 14,1736. Petition to Superior Council by Attorney of 
(5874) vacant property for sale at auction of goods of 
deceased Jean Baptiste Veillon. 
Signed: ‘Prevost.’ 
Permit for saie on condition of observing 
usual formalities. 
Signed: ‘‘Salmon.” 
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July 20 20, 1736. 


o. A3621, 
See A362la. 
37183, 
A839. 


Fay 21, 1736." 


July 25, 1736. 
Ne. A3622, 


See A362!a. 
A365, 


1736. 
O16. 


Aug. 4, 1736. | 


Aug. 10, 1736. 


No. 3628, 
See A375. 


Aug. 14, 1736. 


No. A364. 


Court Hearings. 
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Petition to Appoint Trustee. Attorney General 
Fleuriau refers to proceedings of “‘yesterday,” 
in the direction of settling the estate of the late 
Mr. Rossard, recorder. There are no heirs; the 
estate is “abandoned,” and a trustee should be 

appointed. He recommends for such office Mr. 

_ Joseph Le Quentrec alias Dupont. 

Judge Salmon approves and orders Mr. 
Dupont’s appearance in Court at 2 p. m., for 
oath of office. 


Remonstrance. Jean la Raguet, attorney 
for Madame Kolly, files op gag 28 to sale of 
attached property of the late Mr. Rossard, © 
against which Madame Kolly claims a debt of 
8500 francs. Mr. Raguet refers to a ruling 
_ dated November 7, 1733. 


Finals of testimony in case 
of restitution of disputed goods. February 24, 
1736. Decision in favor of plaintiff. | 


: of in a runaway daive 
case, to show that the slave had not been ill- 


treated. 


Slave Sale. Gedeietied Baldit has sold and de- 
livered to Sieur Dupard a negro of the Poular 
nation. Vendor is about to start for Illinois, and 
the said negro cannot make the trip, owing to 
incommodities.’”’ Slave’s name, Ama- 

t. | 


Memorandum of Sale. Gonzale is fully cognizant 
that “Father Moreaux’”’ sold a feather bed to 
the Spaniards in 1735 for 15 piastres. 
~ Context : fails to show conclusively, was 
“Father Moreau” a “‘Reverence’’ (though usual- 
ly this point would be expressed), or merely 

old man Moreau,”’ laic. a laic. | 
See A36%a. 


Sale of Cattle and Slaves. Property of the late 
_ Mr. Rossard. 
Two red cows and their calves, 127 francs. 
Two other cows and their Conran 110 francs. 
Yearling bull; 57 francs. 
294 francs. 
Item, a negress and her children, awarded 
for 2005 francs to Madame Rossard. | 


| 
| 
Aug. 16, 1736. 
2pp. 
No. A36?5, 
See 3198. 
A3671, 
A339. 
C40157, 
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aa 17, 1736. Sale of Indian Slave. Pierre Delille alias Duseed | 


Nod A366, 


has sold to Henry Saucier of Illinois a ‘“‘Chat- 


savagess (one sauvagesse chatchouane), 


aged about 26 or 27 years, for 325 francs. 


‘@ Mortgage security offered by Saucier, and as- 
 gumed by his brother Francois. 


Aug. 23, 1736. Court Summons. Sheriff en rete in virtue of 


1p. 
No. A362la. 
See A3621, 
A3622, 


_ Judge Salmon’s ruling dated August 18, 1736, 


and on motion of Joseph Quintrek, trustee of 


vacant estate of the late Michel Rossard, 
notifies Mr. Pradel to be present on Monday 
next at renewed auction proceedings. Docu- 


‘ment bears a defective date, unless Mil Sept 


Cent Trentx stands by slip of the pen for Mil 
Sept Cent Trente-six. The latest signature by 
Mr. Rossard among the disordered papers of 
this period, is of December 22, 1735 (as re- 
corder of will of André Villeurs.) A3589. 


Aug. 23, 1736. Power of Attorney. Cannes Brulees. Pierre 


2pp. 
No. "A3627, 


Nov. 6, 1736. 


Garcon (signature suggests Garsout), declares, — 


in a jumble of incoherent formalities, that he 
now nullifies an act of emancipation once 
granted in favor of his negress Janneton, whom 
he cedes herewith to Sieur Dulude. The latter 
shall -be ‘‘authorized” by Recorder Henry, © 
and U.. Jumble, in the person, apparently, of 
Recorder H., will serve as attorney for absent 
P. G. and in the name of Dulude. x 

Dulude files the foregoing muddle among the — 
minutes, to be copied on occasion. — 


Aug. 23, 1736. Petition to Monsieur Salmon by Francois Cali- 


mache, Director of the Concession of Count 


-Dartagnan, complaining of omissions in in- 


ventory taken by Sr. de Macarty and request- 


ing that another complete inventory be taken 


and that he be allowed to sell grain and other 
products of said succession, that he may with-. 
draw from the sale 1500 francs due him since 
six years for services rendered. 

Signed: ‘“‘Calimache.”’ 

Citation of Sr. de Macarty before Council. 

Signed: “Salmon.” 

Notice of citation served on Sr. Ge Macarty 


Sheriff Hugault. 


signed: “‘Hugault.” 
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Aug. 28, 1736. Letter of F. Caliaencke to Surgeon Baldit. 
Cannes Brilées Urging a consignment of indicated medicines 
by Dulude. Better come up for fresh air at 
Cannes Briilées, where there is good living, too. 
Writer has pact bought 64 chickens besides 
those in his a ultry yard. His negro Joseph — 
_ killed a deer day before yesterday. Regards to 
sundry friends. | 


Aug. 29, 1736. Slave Sale. Pierre Baron to Pierre Piadaies a negro 
lp. No. A36”. named La Montagne, for 500 francs cash. 


_ Sept. 7, 1736. Judgments Rendered in cases of Sr. Ganois 2s. 
No. 770. _ Gauvrit.. Calimache vs. Macarty and on peti- 
tion of Claude Regnauld Avignon. 
Signed: “Salmon,” “Lafreniere,” “Fazende,” 
“Pasquier,” “Raguet.” 


Sept. 14, 1736. Slave Sale. Jean Barbaut to Antoine Aufrére, a 
negro named Jassemin, for 625 francs, pa yable 


No O. A36™, _ in six months; mortgage security. J. B. war- 
rants the said slave against epilepsy for three 
months only. 


i 19, 1736. Slave Sale. Estienne Matté, carter, to Mr. Du- 

Breuil, a negro slave named Jolicoeur, for 550 

| Ne. A3631, francs; to-wit, 500 francs in discharge of debt, 
 6O0francscash, 


Sept. 22, 1736. Memorandum of Account. Statement of trans- 

2pp. actions of Le Kintrel (Le Kintrek) and Dupont 
No. 3638. - - with Company of the Indies until July 10, 
: 1736. Total debit, 3000 francs; credit, 2200 
francs. Balance debit against LeK. and D., 

800 francs. J. B. Faucon Dumanoir discharges | 

Le Kintrek, (Le Quintrek) who pay 400 francs 


on Feb. 4, 1738. 
Countersigned by J udge Salmon. 
Nov. 10, 1736. Juds mente Rendered in cases of Lemelle, dit 
(773) | ellegarde, heirs of Delachuise and others. 


Signed: “Salmon,” ‘“Bobe Desclozeaux,”’ “‘La- 
“Fazende,”’ “Prat.” 


Dec. 19, 1736. Letter of Duplessis to Madame Aufrere. Ac-— 


Natchitoches. _ knowledging letter and power. of attorney for 
2pp. ps collecting some notes. Petit’s note should have 
No. D43%47%c. settled by Dusable now deceased. Busson 
See D43%476, ~~ ‘(here the name resembles Cusson) debt was to 


 D4ged,. have heen paid by Madame LeBrun; Madame 
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Natchitoches. 
Slip. 


D4347d. 


See D43?47c. 


Dec. 20, 1736. 
3pp. No. A3641, 


See A3649. 


1736, 


(Date eaten 


away.) Lapp. 
(5880) 
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Busson will write of the matter. Indirect 
answers from Goudeau; the notes lay between 
Dusable and Derbanne: between Dusable and 
himself small prospects of solvency in that 
quarter now. 


Dec. 19, 1736. Letter of Duplessis (to Madame Aufrere. ) Ad- 


vising her that he has had orders from Mr. 
De La Chaise to prepare copies of the inven- 
tory and sale of goods of the late Du Sable. 

Madame can confer with Mr. Salmon to 
whom the papers will be sent. Ae 


Inventory of Property. Personal and real estate, 
also a slave Marianne, left by the late J ean La 
‘Roche, alias St. J on. 


Dec. 29, 1736. “Marriage Contract. Aiesieeiies De Ruis and 


Marie Anne Toussaint Bourseille. 
Groom from Paris; bride from Chatouachas, | 


They do not write. 


Receipt. Undersigned Rouet has received of Mr. 
Rateau the sum of 424 francs in payment of an 
accompanying account comprising copper boil-. 
ers and brass and copper. 

Invoice of goods bought cf Rouet. 


c Francois Marin grants power of attorney to his 


wife Elizabeth Beal, that she may collect debts 
due to him. Passed before notary, in the pres- 
ence of the clerk of court. 

Signed: “Hugault, _“Piquery,” 
“Henry,” notary. 
Document in bad condition, parts entirely 
eaten away by ink. 


Before Notary Roya! of the Province of Louisiana, , 
Francois Marin, captain, has granted power 
of attorney to (blank) before witnesses. 

Signed: Marin, Hugault, Piquery, Henry, 


notary. 
. Document in bad condition. 


Motion to Examine Runaway Slave. Attorney : 
General Fleuriau reports the case of a negro 
named Guela, whom Sieur Lange, manager 

of Mr. ‘Perrier’ s plantation, has sent “‘to our 

_ prisons,” under charge of frequent marooning. 
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Pp. 
No. A362. 
Dec. 30, 1736. 
li 
Slip. 
| No. 366. 
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| 
| Jan. 4, 1737. 
Ip. 
No. 37. 
| See 373, 
o 


9, 1737. 


No. 371 


‘See 3722, 


Jan. 10, 1737. 


Spp. 
No. A37. 
See A37, 
376, 


Jan. 10, 1737. 


No. 3738, 
See 375. 
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Let this negro be examined by one of the 
with a view to subsequent 


Salmon. 


Court Summons. On motion of Pierre Morin, 


Sheriff Hugault notifies Mr. Trennonnay De- 
_— irector of Pary Divernay grant, to 
appear for paying a protested draft of 400 


francs, with interest and costs. 


Invoice of Merchandise. Consigned by sundry 

ies to late Benard Lasserre, deceased on 

the St. Joseph pending transit from 

France to N. O. Goods have been sold to Paul 

Rateau, merchant. Total bill, chiefly of dry 
goods, 6416 francs, 

| Receipted by P. Rateau to Captain Ray- 

meaux of the St. Joseph. Payable on year from 


date. 


Invoice of Serchuniiial. Goods belonging to Mr. 
Jean Raoult, and consigned on board the St. 
Joseph, to the late Bernard Serre. Sold at 

_N. O. to Mr. Paul Rateau, merchant. | 
Cordials, hardware and notions; total bill, 
280 francs. 
Receipted by P. Rateau to Captain same: 
of the St. Joseph. 
Invoice is payable January 10, 1738. 


Mutilated Invoices of Goods. Shipments by 
sundry individuals, on board the St. Joseph, 
consigned to Bernard Serre, deceased in transit. 
Appended receipts. Goods were sold to Mr. 
Paul Rateau, on account of the parties con- 
cerned. Document filed in recorder’s office 
by Captain Jacques Raineaux, of ship St. 
Joseph, February 3, 1737. Articles chiefly dry 

nate Huge slices notched away from entire 


Examination of Runaway Geula. Councillor 


Jacques Fazende hears the negro Geula, aged — 


about 30 years, not baptized; “speaks good 
French.”” Ran away for fear of flogging, and 
complains of much beating, little food. Ma- 
rooned in the cypress tract. Carried with him 
some sweet — e and found Woodland seeds 
(grains de bois). negro’ of Monsieur de 
_ Bienville’s took ibe to town, and Mr. Lange 
had him promptly imprisoned. 
Referred to the Attorney General. 
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Jan. 11, 1737. Maritime Account. ‘‘Disbursements for the ser- 


103pp _ vice of brigantine Marie Elizabeth, commanded 
(folio size). by me, Joseph Vigaud”’ (signed Wigaud). 
_ No. 374. : Dating from January 11, 1736; main accounts ~ 


Megie.. closed 29 November, 1736. Then follows: 
“Vigaud, his account with Messrs. Gouvignon 
and Ferchaud, his outfitters at Bordeaux.” 
Pumpkins and ‘leeks occur among the vegetable ~ 
‘items. Concluding postscript implies the Cap- 
tain Vigaud is defendant in a suit of claims. 
He urges a counterclaim of salary dues. — 
- ~ Document embodies. many details of proba- 
ble interest to marine antiquarians. It is 


legibly written. | 

Jan. 12, 1737. Sentence on Penne Slave. Attorney General 
lp. | _ Fleuriau pronounces the negro Guela duly con- 
No. 375. victed of repeated flight, and orders that he 
See 378, 376. shall have both ears cut by the public execu- 
marked with a fleur de on the 

right sh 

Feb. 7, 1737. 4 Accounts’ uicnienila:?: are received by Mr. 


D’Auseville, who will remit to Mr. Juin at Bor- 
deaux, so far as collections avail. 7 


Feb. 7, 1737. Power of Attorney. Captain André Berry, of ship 
: Le Comte de Maurepas of Bordeaux, being 


No. A374. about to sail by the St. Joseph of La Rochelle 


See A378, A376. © Mr. Raymond Amyault D’Auseville, for col- 
lecting accounts. 


Feb. 8, 1737. - Petition for the Ratification of Referee’ Ss Re- 


lp. port. Claude Trenaunnay Chanfret, director 
No. 3721, ' of Pary grant, submitted a dispute between 
See 37246. himself and Mr. Delagarde, to the arbitration 


of Mr. Raguet; both parties herein agreeing. 
May it please the Council to confirm Mr. R.’s 
' decision, as rendered in 1735 (date of Nov. 9). 


No note by Court. 

Nearly. effaced. | 
Feb. 8, 1737. Remonstrance. That a » veteran litigant like Mr. 
1p. | Claude Trenaunnay De Chanfret can still 
No. 3722, : _experience all the freshness of newborn surprise 
See 371. at the adversary’s resistance, should encourage 


37245. dulled humanity to look for gleams of lingering 
te daylight amid ca law’s inordinate fogs and 
LES, murkiness. 
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ae 9, 1737. 


No. 2728 
ee 372 


Feb. 9, 1737. 
2pp. 
No. 
See 3720, 
3738, 
3735, 
3722, 


Feb. 11, 1737. 
Sli 7 


p. 
No. A375. 
See A3623, 


Feb. 15, 1737. 


p. 
No. 3725, 


In short Mr. T. deposited a roper sum to 


-meet Mr. Pierre Morin’ s demand in the matter 


of a protested draft. P. M. rejects this offer, 
and that for the rapacious excuse, it would 
appear, of drawing usurious interest. Let Mr. 
T. de C. be discharged. 

No note by Court. 

Nearly effaced. — 


Petition to Seize Rafts. Michelle Lamoureaux 


was employed by Sieur Chavanne on carpen- 
ter’s work at the royal barracks but has re- 


ceived only a small return of wages, and is 


beset with debts. Let him seize the two rafts 


. which are now moored at the wharf of this town: 
petitioner himself brought them down stream 


for Mr. C. 
Approved: - Salmon. 
(Subject to risks and perils of fortune for 


whom concerned.) 


Decisions in Sundry Suits. 


1. Mr. Fleuriau, for Dame Perrine Le Marié, ns. 
Dhauterive. Under advisement with Mr. 
Raguet. 


| 2. Marine Controller Bizoton vs. Jacques Larche. 


Rice claim allowed. Costs on estate of 
Joseph Larche. | 
_D’Auseville vs. Prevost. Adjourned. 
Francois Gallot vs. D’Auseville, trustee. 
Referred to the Attorney General. 
5. Pierre Morin vs. Trenaunnay. T. to pay in- 
- terest from date of protest, but at 5% only. 
Costs divided. 
6. Trenaunnay, moving for approval of arbi- 
tration sentence. Granted. 


Memorandum of Slave Deal. Delille Dupard cer- 


tifies that Mr. D’Auseville has returned a note 


of D. D.’s, made payable to bearer for 500 


francs, dated August 10, 1736, on a negro 


* named Amidax; the same negro now returned to 


Mr. D’A. | 
Sale was not authorized by the Company. 


Promise to Pay for a Trunk. P. Rasteau will 


account for a trunk which he has bought from 
from Lasserre estate: 30 francs. 
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Feb. 16, 1737. 


No. 3726, 


See. 37784, 


41110, 


Feb. 17, 1737. . 
No. 3727, 


Feb. 17, 1737. 


Ip. 
No. 


Feb. 20, 1737. 


Ip. 

No. 3729. 

See 37238. 
37302. 
3736, 


Feb. 21, 1737. 


Ip. 
No. A376, 
See A374. 
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Petition of Recovery. Councillor D’Auseville 
stood creditor to J. B. Leonnard for 18 barrels 
of rice in straw. For three years in succession, 
Mr. D’A. has pursued the claim by dugout, and 
is still 84 barrels short, which he values at 95 
francs and 5 sous. 

Action allowed, ‘and notice served (June 13, 


Sale of Real Estate Advertised. A plantation 
along the river, between lands of Monsieur de 
Bienville and of one Provanché. Prospective 
buyer to pay cash, plus costs of auction. Sale 

‘moved by Mr. Raymond Amyault D’Auseville, 
trustee for vacant property. Sale to take place 
“tomorrow, a at 2 p. m., at the bar of 
the Court. 


Sale of Real Estate Advertised. On motion of 
Councillor D’Auseville, attorney for vacant - 
estates, a plantation at Cannes. Bruslées, 
will be put up for auction tomorrow, Monday, 
2 p. m., at the bar of the Court. | 

"Property of the late St. Pierre St. Julien. 
-. Notice ublished by Sheriff Hugault at exit 
from Sun ay’s High Mass, February ; Ye 


Petition of Recovery. Michel Migret alias La- 
maureux is detained in this town at his own ex- 
pense, and would like to collect his debt of 1200 
francs from Mr. Chavannes. Two rafts have 
been seized against Mr. C.; let collection duly 
follow. 

Notice served to Mr. C. | 


Copy of Memorandum of Deposit. Marine 
Treasurer De La Pommeraye certifies that 
- Captain Berry of the ship Le Comte de Maure- © 
pas has delivered to Mr. D’A. the sum of 37156 
francs, 10 sous and 6 farthings in Colonial 
bills. Mr. De La P. will account for the same 

on orders of Judge Salmon. 

Mr. D’Auseville has received of Captain 
Berry the original of foregoin y, so that 
Mr. D’A. may apply to Judge on for 
Marine drafts ih rance, to the order of Mr. 
Jung, outfitter of said ship. 
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Feb. 23, 1737. Decisions in Civil Suits. 
Ip. 1. Guichard vs. Pierre Germain. P. G. to pay 


No. 37m. tobacco claims: 150 Ibs. of the first cut at 4 
sous per lb., 1200 Ibs. of the second cut at 3 
sous per lb., in maize at one franc a barrel - 
cheaper than current price at N. O. Costs 


| on P. G. 
See 3729, - 2. Lamoureux vs. Chavanne. Case referred to 
Mr. Raguet. Costs reserved. 
Feb. 24, 1737. Report of Dead Slave. Mr. Dalcour, still husband | 
Ip. | of Madame veuve de La Chaise, files report of 
No. B37. the death of a negress named Gratia, aged © 
See B36!. about 55 years, and property of de La Chaise 


| estate. The said Gratia had long been infirm. 


Feb. 24, 1737. Sale of Real Estate Advertised. Plantation of 
1 late Théodore Baldic will be offered at uaction : 


p. 
No. 3731, for the second time on Monday, ‘tomorrow.’ 
See 3727. Mr. Provanché’s bid stands at 500 francs. 
oe. _ Opposition, if any, must be entered pending ad- 
vertisements. 


Feb. 24, 1737. Sale of Real Estate Advertised. Plantation of © 
Ip. late Surgeon Théodore Baldic, on the Missis- 
Ne 0. 3782, — between lands of Monsieur de Bienville 
| of Sieur Provanché, will be offered on 
Monday, tomorrow, for the second time. 
Mr. Provanché has already bidden 1000 — 
rancs. 
(Slip of date i in Sheriff Hugault’s ‘Sunday 26 
February, 1737.’’ His parallel notice is correct- 
ly dated, Sunday 24 February, 1737.) : | 


After Memorandum of Account. Moreau Estate. 
Feb. 28, 1737. Debit, 115 francs, 15 sous; credit 1289 francs, 18 
Ip. | sous. Note of opposing claims. 

No. 27% a. Charred and stained. 


_ March 3, 1737. Sale of Real Estate Advertised. On Saturday, 


lp. March 9, 2 p. m., the property of late Surgeon 
No. Théodore ‘Baldic, already described, will be 
See 3732, offered at auction for the third time, to com- | 
| 3739, pete with Mr. Provanché’s bid of 1000 francs. 
March 6, 1737. Maritime Accounts. | 
J uly 15, 1738. I. Statement of expenses ee by Francois 
| a 3 - Marin on his voyage from St. Marc des 
O. 37. Apalache, NO. from June 25, 1736, till his 
arrival at N. March 6, 1737. Tota 


15261 francs. 
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2. On his trip for collection of a draft at Havana, 
January 1, 1738, to’ July 15, 1738. Total, 
11651 francs. “Wear and tear, 1800 francs.. 
Sergeant and ‘six soldiers, 67 days, wear and 

738 francs. 
‘Aggregate accounts proper, 29451 francs. 

He further claims 584 piastres for war sup- 
plies and other items which he-furnished by © 

’ ‘order of the Governor of Florida, on account 

3 Pia the King: of Spain. Total addenda, 163 
stres.* 


4 


| March 8, 3737. Attorney General's Decision in Property Suit. 


Goods in kind of the late Drillant and his 
- wife shall accrue to Sieur Galot, husband and 
legal attorney of Marie Therese Drillant. — 
Madame Galot’s dowry shall take its place in 
line with other accounts credit. | 
Creditor Ozanne shall have preferred credit. 
on the proceeds of goods movable, to the sum — 
of 123 francs only, on meat account; for certain . 
other stated amounts he shall fall in with ordi- 
nary creditors. Councillor D’Auseville, attor- 
' ney for vacant ‘estates, shall observe ae in- 
structions in meeting claims. 


March 9, 1787. Petition of Recovery. Michel ai power- 
lp. ** less to draw payment from Sieur Chavanne, — 
No. 3736, — moves for the citation of Mr. DuBreuil, who has 
See 3729. taken possession of the wood in question. 

3737, ‘Judge Salmon orders Mr. DuB. to be sum- 
3760, -_- moned for declaring how much he owes Mr. C. 
for the said wood; and meanwhile Mr. DuB. | 

shall forbear to empty his hands of what he may 
owe, till so directed by the Court. 


March 9, 1737. Comet Summons. Sheriff Hugault notifies. Mr. 
2pp. Joseph Villard DuBreuil of Judge Salmon’s 
No. 3737. | ruling. 
: oon Item, he notifies Jean Baptiste De Chau- 
--vannes to appear with reference to paying 

specified claims. 

Pale vile ink. 


March 9, 1737. Decision Between Messrs. D’Auseville and Pre- 
P- vost. Defendant is granted six weeks in which 
o. 3738, to render account of the estate in question. 
seesreZ. .. . This term once elapsed, he shall be constrained 
| | by due course of law. | 

Salmon, Fazende, La Fréniére. 


No. 37 > 
See 3 
‘ 
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March 10; 1737. Sale of Real’ Estate Advertised. For the fourth 
Ip. and last time, Surgeon Théodore Baldic’s 


No. 3789, a plantation will be put up for auction on Satur- 
See 378, == —_— day next, March 16, 2 p. m. 
Riae ais | fc Highest bid i is still Mr. Provenché’s, at 1000 


Neat 10, 1737. Rumination in Property Suit. Catan Renault 
7pp.. Dauterive tends to show the Attorney General 
- No. 42740 /.. @ Vague sophister, whereas at great length the 
sais 3728, “eam _ Captain presents dry facts in support of his 
unimpeachable correctness. 
May it please the Council to nonsuit Mr. 
Fleuriau in all his contentions, charge him with 
costs, and let the Captain be cleared by paying 
-aforesaid item of 1305 francs, in full of balance 
due; thereafter staying possessor . 
of the much coveted lot. ’ 
note Court. 


March 22, 1737. Petition for to Superior Council. 
| Sieur Pasquier “has been commissioned by 
Ne 0. 3741; Monsieur de Bienville, Governor of this Pro- 
See 374, ‘vinte, and ‘by’ J udge Salmon to take part in the 
Council’s operations; pray receive him and 
register his commission. 
Referred by Judge Salmon to the Attorney 
General, who requires formal credentials on the 
score of “life and morals.” 


March Testimonials 0 on Character. Hearing of witnesses 


3pp . Claude Joseph Villars du Breuil, Francois 
No. 37 Seismars de Bellile, Aide Major, and Jacques 


See 37". Ste. Thérése de L’Amloiserie, concerning the 

| ae character of Sieur Pasquier. They concur on 

: his honesty and practical Catholicity. 

March Attorney General sanctions this evidence, 
3 and orders reception of Mr. Pasquier. 


March 22, 1737. of Receipt. Court 
+ » ) fees charged to the estate of late Théodore 
No. A377. _ Baldic, under dates January 20, 21, 28, 1737. 
119 francs. 
Receipted by: Recorder Henry to Mr. D’Ause- 
_ ville, attorney for vacant estates. 
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23, 1737. Petition to Appoint Pierre Morin, 


2pp. tradesman, complains that Gerard Pery has 
No. 374. not obeyed a ruling which directed him to name 
See 3717. a referee in the matter of certain pending ac- 

375, counts. Let the Court intervene again. (in very 


muddled form). 
Granted, and notice served to G. P., minus 
the petitioner’s muddled phrasing. 


March 23, 1737. Report on Malicious Mischief. Bernard Dever- 


La Balise. — gez, engineer, and Nicolas Godefroy Barbin, 
No. 374. storekeeper, at La Balise, were wakened by 
See 3761, their slaves to the intent of viewing some 


wanton damages about their gardens. Produce 
had been cut, including “two little oranges’ 
in the garden of Mr. Barbin, but nothing was 
carried away. 

Entered on the minutes by Recorder Henry, 
March 29, 1737. 


March 23, 1737. Inventory of Papers. Accounts credit of the late 

2pp Jean Baptiste Galland, amounting to 74 francs. 

No. “A378. _ The Recorder, De Flanders, remarks that the 

See A3638. indebted parties claim to have paid their charges 
before J. B. G. deceased. Even if they did not, 
the collection would now be precarious, owing 
to irregular shape of the a jeduct this, g day book, 
lacking dates. Better deduct this total from 
inventory. 


March 25, 1737. Letter of ——— Senior to Mr. Rasteau, Junior, 
2pp. Rochefort. Writer commends to his corres- 
No. 3745. pondent, the latter’s young assistant, a son of 
See 39(May 23). highly estimable and honorable Mr. ‘Dussault, . 
| of Rochefort. Both the writer and Mr. Dussault, 
Senior, will gratefully appreciate Mr: R.’s favor 
towards Dz, Jr. 


_ March 26, 1737. Invoice of Merchandise. Three bales of dry 


lp. | goods and a barrel of indigo ‘knives con- 


| No. 3746, signed to “my brother-in-law Paul Rasteau,”’ 


See 3753, . at N. O., by ship La Perle, Captain Provot’s. 
39(May 30). Total bill, 1481 francs, 5 sous. 
Subjoined note of instructions to P. R. 
Signed: J. Vivier fils (Junior). — 


March 28, 1737. Decision in Proper Suit. Jacques Ozanne, 


1p. Francois Julien Gallot and his wife Marie 


No. 3747, Therese Drilland, &c., plaintiffs, and creditors 
See 3735, of late Joseph Moreau 2s. Councillor D’Auseville, 
37%, attorney. | 
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Council has annulled-will of J. M., as contrary 
to customs of Paris. Funeral and Court ex- 
penses are to: be- paid first, then, Piquery, 
baker (21. francs); 400 francs, meat 
item of 114 francs. Remainder goes to Gallot. 


March 30, 1737. Petition to Sell Real Estate. Guillaume Lange, 
Ip. attorney for naval Captain Estienne de Périer, 


Ne 0. 378, : requests leave to: sell a certain house and site in 
| this town. | 
Approved, subject to customary forms. 
Raguet. 
26,1737. Recorder. Henry reports advertisement on 


three successive Sundays, : and no remonstrance. 


| Avril 4, 1737. _ Petition to Sell Real Estate. Esticane Filassier 
asks. leave ‘to: ‘sell ‘quarter: let of. his in 


“Approved, subject to required forms. 

May 2, 1737. “Sheriff Hugault hae advertised the enid sale 

entered opposition. 

April 6, 1737. Pledge to Collect Note. Mr. is se- 
4p. 7 curity for a note of 1000 francs issued by Sieur 
+No. 3758, Calimache, and payabie-in June, 1737. Mr. 
See 376, Ps-files this. .declaration. of. his readiness to 


pursue collection when the note matures. 


April 6, 1737. Remonstrance. With. unflagging prolixity, tire- 
-gome insistence and a show of pedantry that 


7pp. 
No, 3751, argues great confidence in the bluffing power of 
himself or his attorney, Mr. Gerard Pery de- 
See 3748, it mands the .nonsuiting of Pierre Morin,. acting 
3752, =. ~~ on behalf of a merchant Ferchaud at Bordeaux. 


Mr. Morin does not flatly disclaim indebted- 
ness to Ferchaud; he but raises a mountain of . 
~ technical challenge of Morin’s power of attor- 
~ ney, and would require vouchers which Morin, 


. so G. P, labors to deny, does not possess. 


— 6, 1737. Decision Between Morin and Pery. Pierre Morin 
? vs. Gerard Pery. ‘Council orders execution of 


No. 3752. aes nee dated June 9, 1736. 
See 3751. . Costs divided. 


S74) ee quoted this ruling, midway in his 
2 Feit volume of undigested verbiage. ‘“The Council 
orders the defendant: (Pery) to render account 

to the for the wherewith 
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__he is charged by his princi Is; to pay balance : 
due; whilst the plaintiff shall return him the 
acknowledgment given by defendant at the 
foot of the invoice of said goods.” “This rul- 

- ing was confirmed by a second, under date of 

of July 7, 1736.” 


April 7, 1737. Inyoice of Three bales of 
La Rochelle. linen consigned to Mr. Paul Rasteau by Rasteau, 
lp. No. 37353, senior brother. 
See 374. _ Total value, 1434 francs, 5 sous. 
3754, ‘Trade details therewith. 
Memorandum on reverse pages invoice of J. 
-Rasteau and J. Vivier by La Perle, Captain 
~ Provost, 1737. 


Invoice ‘of “Invoice of a box of 
goods which I have obtained from Paris, and am 
lading to the consignment of my brother Paul 
Rasteau, settler in Louisiana.” 

| Shipment by La Perle, Captain Prevost. : 
Items include lace, “double gilt silver ilt,’” 
belts, shoes, other (finery) sundries. To bill, 
1079 francs. — | 
Signed: Vivier, J unior. 
Notched: 


April 10, 1737. Invoice of Goods, nausttintet.) Consignment of 
La Rochelle. .. . silk, valued at a sum over 1000 francs (passa 
Ip. torn). . To be sold either at the Cape or “at the 
No. 3755, Missilispy.’ | 
Signed: ‘Rabotéau, Billotteau. 
Shipment by Perle. 


April 15, 1737. Spanish Memorandum of Account. Don Diego » 
Fort’ Santa Rossa, Descobas herewith tenders 65 pieces to Captain 
Punta de Siguenza. Marin for 

Ip. No. 375. 


April 16, 1737. Invoice of Merchandise. (Mutilated). Miscel- 
La Rochelle. lany of hardware, spices, corks, dried mush-— 
2pp. rooms, dry goods, playing cards, soap, can- 
No. 3757. __.dles, sugar, porcelain and glassware, cor-— 
dials, gin, “oil fine of Orleans,” and other sun- 
dries, shipped by La Perle. Captain Preveaust, 
on account of Monsieur de Frémont, adminis- _ 
trator at Mobile, “coast of Louisiana.” Total 
bill, 810 francs, 12 sous. 
Signed: Isaac Augé.’. 
Nearly half = contents notched out. 
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17, 1787. Invoice of Dry (Mutilated). 


ne. 3758, 


See 37. 


_ of satin and one of corded silk, ila 
Perle and consigned by Rasteau Senior 
- to his junior brother Paul Rasteau. Figures 
are torn away, | 
| cones ale note: “I have kept the piece of 
silk ”’_Rasteau. 


April 17, 1737. invoice of ‘Goods. ‘Dry goods and notions, tea, 
La Rochelle. rcelain, shoes, mirrors, necklaces, shi 


See 3758. 
om. 


y La Perle and consigned to Paul Rasteau at 

N. O. by Mesdemoiselles Marguerite a and Marie 
Rasteau. 

Total bill, 369 francs. 


st 1737, . Petition of ‘Recove , by Sr. Genne, clerk on the 


(8254 


April 17. 
20. 


King’s ship “La Somme” vs. St. Gerard Pery for 
, Sieent sums amounting to 917,L626 S. 
Citation of Sr. Pery at next session of Council. 
‘Signed: “Salmon.” 
: =e of citation served on Sr. Gerard Pery 
Signed: _“Hugault.” 


poi 18, 1737. Decision in: Suit of Claims. Michel Lamoureux 


No. 3760, 
See 3736, 


“vss Sieur Chavannes. Council orders defendant 

-- to: pay plaintiff the sum of 700 francs, in- full 

., discharge of all claims to date, plus costs. — 

._... Moreover, Mr. DuBreuil 1 is released from act of 
distraint on. ‘wood. 


April 24, 1737. Petition for Legal Inquit Bernard Deverger, 


2pp. 
No, 3761, 
See 37M, 


Engineer, ‘and Nicolas sdefroy Barbin, store- 
keeper, at La Balise, remind the Council that — 
no action has ensued in sequal to their com- 
 plaint about, ravaged gardens. Let inquiry be 
Ordered. 
‘Granted. Mr. Raguet, together with the 


Attorney and “our recorder,” will visit 


emises. 


” Petition: to Recover Value of Oxen. Francois 
Gatin, Company’s employe, here acting on be- 
half of Mr. Lassus de Marsilly, complains that 
two oxen which Mr. Trepanier had intrusted to 

Moreau, in the latter’s 
__ charge. Let. Mr. T.. be. to pay for the 
oxen. . 
Approved: Salmon. | 
Mr. Marsilly’s connection with Trepanier i is 
‘not 
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29, 1737. Monsieur de Bienville’ Petition of 


Mon. de Bienville’ s 2. 


Credit. 
_ (Second card). . 


(Whereas nondescript pettifoggers are apt to 
couch their affairs in garbled abuse of language 


Monsieur de Bienville, of course, uses limpid 


French and proceeds directly to the matter.) 
1. He claims lodging expenses for the years | 
1722, 1723, 1724 and half of 1725. This al- — 
lowance was legally valid, but it was not paid 
in his case. He rates it 1500 francs a year, 
or total 525L francs. 
2. Monsieur de Bienville’s commission as Com- 
mander General dated from September 20, 
1717, but the Company started his salary 
account, 5000 francs a year only from Januray 
1, 1718. He therefore stands entitled to un- 
paid atrears for year 1717; to-wit, 1388 


francs. 


3. Besides he calls for 1000 francs on account of 


(Third card). 


May 4, 1737. 
(Fourth card). 
Mon. de Bienville’ s 
Credits Adjusted. . 


unpaid salary of his secretary, 20 months at 
_ 600 francs yearly: from January. 1, 1718, to 
August 31, 1719. © 
4. Item, 48 francs which the Directors charged 
to Monsieur de B. for 36 pounds of powder, 
consumed without his orders, on vigil of the 
. feast of St. John the Baptist, 1724. | 
~ Total of the foregoin ng claims, 7686 francs. 
Furthermore, Mr. de. B. ceded 15 acres of 
land: to the Company, opposite N. O., for 


landing purposes. - This land was repeatedly 
secured to him in clear title (he cites dates); 


nevertheless the Company not only made 

' him no returns for it, but even ceded it to 

the King. Mr. de B.’s title stays unimpaired, 

and he bespeaks equitable indemnity. Last- 

ly, Mr. de B. bought nearly 100,000 francs, | 

but has not received the abatement which the 

_ Company now allows to the buyers of above 

20 years back; ws wee 50% off. | 
Referred by J udge Salmon to Company’s © 
agent. He, H. B. Faucon Dumanoir, advises | 

the following concessions: 


Lodging account ...2000 francs. 
Salary of Secretary... 700 francs. 
Tract of Land....: 288 francs. 

"3388 francs. 


ao be paid from first funds accruing to Com- 


tures of Bienville. 
__ $tained, but entirely legible; fair script, open- 


bad » 
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May 4, 1737.. De Montigny Represents to the Superior Coun- 


Ip. cil that his debt to the King on rice which he 
In good should have remitted to the store in'1735, when 
_ condition. _ Yice was worth one crown a quarter, should be — 
(8248) ~ acquitted by his labor for which he never de- 


manded payment. At this hour he objects as 

rice is worth six francs. He has never worked 

by the day, and work at Bayou St. John is very 

‘different from that in the city, where the peti- 
tioner would be compelled to hire a negro at 

twenty sousa day. He relies on the Council to 

render justice by declaring this debt acquitted. 

Signed: ‘‘Demontigny.” 


May 4, 1737. — Proceedings in Oxen Suit. Council orders Moreau 
‘1p. (June 22). cited in the case. Notice to him and to Tré- 


— No, 37, pagnier to appear for hearing. 
See 3782, Postscript by Gatin, beseeching that either 
3768, | : per (Trépagnier or Moreau) be bound to pay 
: for the oxen on basis of their value when Mer- 
silly left them with Trépagnier. 


May ai, 1737. Petition of Recovery. Dame Marianne Malo, 


Ip. separated from her husband Paul Balcour in 
No. 3765, respect to property, claims 215 francs, from. 


~ See 3772, : Francois Gallot, due on a bill of goods. 
_- Action allowed, and notice served on May 31. 


May 25, 1737. Letter of Auguste Beraud to Mr. Paul Rasteau. 


La Rochelle. Asking Mr. P. R. to remit, either in money or 
2pp. by draft.or-in indigo, the amount of Mr. P. 
No. 376. = ~~ +=note for a consignment of goods by ship St. 
See A37. Joseph. Goods had been committed to Lieu- 


tenant La Serre, deceased, and were afterwards 
sold by P. R. ‘The writer sends power of attor- 
_ ney for collection of proceeds. 
Torn edges. | 


June 1, 1737. Decision in Civil Suit. Hubert Hareng vs. Mr. 
D’Auseville, attorney for estate of late Surgeon 
No. Baldie. . | 

Defendant’s claims allowed: total, 275 francs. 


June 4, 1737. _ Marine Receipt. Captain Antoine Berteau of ship 


La Rochelle. © Le Rodot, has received of Mr. J. Vivier four 
Ip. bales of goods marked I. V. (Nos. 1 to 4). 
No. 3787. Item, he has received 80 francs for freight. 
See 3759. _ Goods to be delivered to Mr. Pau! Rasteau or 
37125,  hisagent. | 
| Printed form; written entries. 


4 
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| 
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12, 1737. 


3788, 


June 30, 1737. 


June 15, 1737. 


Ip. 
No. A371, 
See A38. 


19, 1737. 
Ip. . 
No. 37%. 
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Petition to Sell Real Estate. ‘Avignon, a 


asks leave to sell * ‘the three quarters of a lot 


situated in St. Anne Street, and adjoining the 


properties of widow Tranchemontagne and’ 


Gaspard, tailor.” Item, to sell a small plot of 
ground, with a small house thereon, in the same 


street, adjoining Durantais and La Douceur. 
Approved under usual forms. Salmon. 
~ Sheriff Hugault has advertised the matter on 


three: successive Sundays; nobody opposing. 
Mathurin Chassuriau, Senior, vs. Mathieu 


Duhulquod. Defendant in default; plaintiff’s 


_ claim allowed: 500 francs. 


-Remainder the document is.’ a: slurred 
scrawl. | 7 


Act of Occupation. as Owners. Formalities. pur- 


porting to describe, in so far as description can 


crop out of congested verbosity, the proceedings 


whereby Mr. Jean Pradel, sometimes Captain 
of marine: troops, and Siéur ‘Lange, have taken 


- possession of a certain plantation which they 
bought’ from Mr. and Madame De Périer, on 


past April 15. Ceremonies involved the break- 
ing of a branch of a tree, kindling fire, and eat- 
ing and drinking in the main house. 

_ Property lay opposite N. O. 


June 20, 1737. Abstract of Obsolete Financing. 


14p 
4 P3700. | 

See 3750, 
BF. 


3777, 


1. G. Pery has received of Mr. Brun, pilot. on 
board La Gironde, a.note of 1000 francs | pal 
able a year from date, to order of G. Pe 
Mr. Calimache. G. P. will remit pr ~ nm | 
Mr. Bodichon, banker at Rochefort. 

2. Rochefort, November 20, 1736. Mr. Bodi- 
chon requests Mr. Pery to pay Mr. Génisse, 
commissary of victuals in maritime service, 
401 francs (for detailed reasons). 

3. N. O., June 15, 1737. Mr. Génisse has pre- 
sented foregoing account in recorder’s Office, 
for collection and remittance. ) 

4. Rochefort, September 21, 1737. Mr. Gé- 
nisse calls for transfer of Calimache note, or 
of payment if made, to Master Pilot Causse, 
on board L’O Rox. | 


> 
} 
| 
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June 25, 1737. 

See 3765, 
3772, 


June 27, 1737. 


Ip. No. 3772. 
See 376, 3771, 
3775. 


June 27, 1737. 


Ip. 
No. 3778. 
See 3799, 

3777, 


No. 37%, 


See 37783. 
37151, 


28, 1737. Petition to Redeem Slave Wife. 


401 


Petition to Settle Her Affairs. Marianne Malo, 
separated wife of Paul Balcour in matter of 
property, suffers from a critical disease; and 
fearing fatal consequences she would put her 
affairs in order. Her husband is absent. 

P Approved, = to laws and customs of 
Paris. 


“Salmon. 


Court Summons. On motion of Dame Marianne 


Malot, Sheriff Hugault notifies Francois Gallot 
to appear in answer to writ served on him on 


past May 31. 


Petition of heonmees. Gerard Pery reports that 


he is distrained by creditors of Lebrun, in con- 

nection with Calimache note of June 90, 1736, 

which Mr. C. fails to pay. Let C. be cited. 
Approved, and notice served. — 


Free negro 
Diocou, emancipated for his toils in the Natchez 
war, claims credit of 450 francs against St. 
Julien estate: his arreared wage account, which 
he asks to have deducted from the price of his 

_ wife, partly bought by himself. Let her not be 

~ gold outside, but hired by said estate until he 
can redeem her completely. 
Action allowed, and notice served to Mr. 
D’Auseville, attorney. 


Petition to Institute Inquiry. Councillor D’Ause- 


ville, attorney for vacant estates, unfolds a 
long chapter of shifts, evasions and official de- 
a ncies on the part of one Aufrére, charged 

preparing inventories of late St. J ulien’ S 
estate, both in town and at the tar plant. In 
sum, let Aufrére be called to account with 
reference to the articles adduced against him in 
this complaint. 

Granted: Salmon. | 

(On motion of - the Attorney General same 


date.) 


Schedule of Proposed Inquiries. Attorney Gen- 
eral vs. Aufrére. Mr. Fleuriau submits two 


dozen salient questions, which are to serve as 


_ basis of inquiry in the case pending. The 
prosecuting examiner will supplement the same 
according to Autrére’ S answers. 


. 
~ 
° 
| 
| 
> 
| 
5pp. 
; I Jo. 37 
See 37 
> 
Ip. 
No. 37 
See 37 + 
37 
o 
¥ 
| 
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July,4, 1737. 
Cannes B 


es Brfilées. 


pp. 
0. 3377 
See 3769, 
3778, 
3778, 
371075, 


July 14, 1737. 


July 6, 1737. 
3pp. 
No. 3778. 


See 3777, 


3788, 
374, 


3726, 
372, 


July 8, 1737. 


Ip. 
No. 377. 
See 37%, 
3780, 3972, 


July 8, 1737. 


p. 
‘No. 
July 11, 1737. 
‘See 379. | 


3782, 
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Remnonstrance. Francois Calimache, director of 


land grants at Cannes Brfilées, denies the vali- 
dity of Mr. Gerard Pery’s action in summoning 
F. C. for payment of a “pretended” note of 
1000 francs, dated June 20, 1736. a 
Mr. G. P.’s action lacks ‘the essentials of the 


law’s requirements in collection suits: there is 


nothing to show the nature of F. C.’s presumed 
indebtedness to G. P.: what was the value re- 
ceived? Money loan? Goods? Was the note 
in G. P.’s name, or in Lebrun’s? In short, F. C. 
reduces the claim to a baseless gambling debt, 
not subject to legal recovery. Let the note be 
annulled. Notice served to Aufrére, July 5. 
Notice served to Recorder Henry, attorney 


for Génisse. 


- Decisions in Sundry Suits. 


1. Gerard Pery vs. Francois Calimache. F. oe eS 

_ answer shall be made known to G. P., and 
the distraining parties shall be cited in the 
case. Costs reserved. 


2. D’Auseville vs. Prévost. Mr. P. shall pro- 


duce estate atcounts in question before Mr. 
Raguet, in J uly, or August at latest. 


_ 3. Diocou vs. D’Auseville (for St. Julien estate). 


- Estate shall pay Diocou 450 francs; negress 
to be sold forthwith. 
D’Auseville vs. Leonard. Claim to be paid 
from next crop, + costs. 
. Dame Balcour vs. Gallot. Claim allowed. 
Antoine Anotiau vs. Pierre Haussy. Ac- 
counting ordered. 
Marigny, a app plicant for enjoyment of majori- 
ty rights. Granted; but he must not alienate 
property till he be 95 years old. 

Mr. DuBreuil stays trustee. 


Court Summons. Sheriff Hugault notifies Anaelie 


Aufrére to appear at 2 p. m. before Councillor 
Raguet for hearing with reference to certain 
deeds of plunder, subtraction of papers and con- 
cealment of goods appertaining to St. Julien 
estate. 


Examination of Aufrere. All his answers plausi- 


bly disclaim unlawful acts on his part, or else 
deny the charges. 

Referred to the Attorney General, who or- 
ders the hearing of negro Janot and his wife 


_. Calais, as regards the disappearance of a cer- 


tain receipt from the hands of Calais, and on 


other points at issue. 


‘ 
. 
| 
| 
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J mn 11, 1737. Petition to Emancipate Slave. Francois Tru- 
| : deau, member of the Superior et asks to 
na ‘378, : _ be authorized to free a negress named Jeanne- 
ton, in reward for her zeal and fidelity in his 
service; provided she continue therein till his 
decease. 
Granted: Bienville, Salmon. 
Seals. Attested by their secretaries: Fabry, — 
De La Bruyere, Couturier. 


July 13, 1737. Title to Property Confirmed. Superior Council — 
No accedes to the request of Chevalier Jéadard de 
O. Agm™. : -Beauchamps, major of the troops at the fort of 
| - Mobile, and ratifies his purchase of a certain 
lot and house at Mobile, acquired from estate of 
late Francois Huché, interpreter, for the sum 
of 500 francs cash, at auction held on. past 
November 26, under direction of Acting J udge 
LeBreton. 


Signed: Salmon, 
july 18, 1737. Examination of Jeannot and Calais. Jeannot’s 


5pp : testimony seems to yield little to the purpose 
ns a beyond the fact that he belonged to Mr. St. 
Julien by duly concluded purchase. 


See 3780, ee Calais declares that Aufrére took charge of 
ss the receipt in question, and she imputes:to him 
the removal of sundry goods that should have 
been listed in the inventory. She forgot to — 
speak of the receipt affair to her master (St. 
ulien) before he died. 


in 16, 1737. Court Summons. On motion of Mr. Lassus Mar- 
‘and Sheriff Hugault notifies Jean. Moreau 
No. 3788, | Ignace Trépanier to appear in answer to | 
See 376, Mr. Marcilly’s demand in regard to two oxen - 


371072. of his. Hearing to occur on first Saturday of 
August. 


July 18, 1737. Court Summons. Sheriff Hugault notified sun- 
- | : dry parties to appear with reference to paying cer- 
lo. 37%, tain s ed claims, at the instance of Captain 
André. B——,, of the ship Le Comte de Mavre- 


pas. 

The matter is recorded in worthless dirty ink, 
or vile imitation of ink, And since the Colony 
was already importing satin, silk, brandy and 
other luxuries, there is little excuse for trash 
furniture of Court headquarters. Sarf tour- 

jours. mortius nil nise bonum.” 


9 
| 
‘ 
| 
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22, 1737 


3785, 
See 


‘July 22, 1737. 


Ip. 
No. 37%. 
See 3791. 


July 22, 1737. 


Ne. 3787a, 
See 3787, 


July 22, 1737. 


Ni. 3788, 
See 371071, 


July 26, 1737. 


No. 97 


370, 


July 26, 1737. 


3790, 


See 3789, 
371074, 
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Petition of Recovery. J oseph Blanpin claims 2152 
francs and 15. sous from estate of the late St. 
Julien, due on accounts for which the requisite _ 
data are extant. Let Mr. D’Auseville, attorney, 


be cited. 
Action allowed, and notice served on July 26. 


~ Claim Filed. Sieur Gauvin, innkeeper, declares 


himself creditor to Mr. Calimache, director of 
_ D’Artagnan grant, to the sum of 1805 francs in 
balance. of accounts for supplies furnished to 
said grant. Appertaining note has been pro- 
duced in. recorder’s office, and Mr. Gauvin 
_ ,Opposes_ the sale and conveyance of goods from 
the same grant until -he-be paid in full. 


Memorandum of Account. Itemized statement 
of goods furnished by Mr. Assailly to Mr... 
Petit, landlord of boarding house. Dry goods 
— notions, flour, writing paper: total bill, 528 


N et account, 428 francs. 


Petition of Recovery. Pierre Morin holds a note of 
697 francs, dated December 27, 1736, payable 
by Mr. Trennonay de Chanfret. Sum of 300 
francs has been paid, but T. de C. refuses to 
pay residue. Let him be summoned. 
Action allowed. 
Notice served on same date. 


Court Summons. Sheriff Hugault, at the oatancie 


_. Of Pierre Morin, attorney for Sieur Ferchaud, 
tradesman at Bordeaux, serves reiterated notice 
on Mr. Gerard Pery to proceed with reference 
to settling certain mercantile accounts wherein 
he stands responsible to Mr. rerchand. 


Court Summons. 
1. Sheriff Hugault notifies Mr. Gerard Pery of 


Pierre Morin’s papers and power of attorney 


signed by Mr. Ferchaud of Bordeaux on past 
March 10. Item, G. P. shall attend to the 


business at issue, within a week. 


. Mr. G. P. answers in surprise, he holds no 
oods from Ferchaud, as papers would have 
it, but only from Alexandre Labrousse. Mr. 
Morin must show his vouchers accordingly 
if he looks for business in this quarter. 
. Sheriff H. construes the foregoing answer a 
refusal, and orders G. P. to plead in the case 
pending with Morin. 
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June 27, 1737. Sanction of . Agent. 
(with of 
, 1737.) 

Slip. No. 37103, 
See 37102, 37104, 


Aug. 3 


July 28, 1737. 


(with papers of 

Slip. “No. 37104, 
Se 371 102, 37 1083, 


(Day month Decision Suit. 


Aug. 3 


July 31, 1737. 


3791, 


See 3786, 
37105, 


July —, 1737. 


The Cape 
Ip. 
No. 379. 


1737. 


p. 
No. 37%. 
See 37%. 


Aug. 2, 1737. 


‘405 


‘St. Julien promises entire 
acquiescence in Aufrére’ s actions .with refer- 
to settling between J. and 
anpin 
Crabbed scrawl. 


Power of Attorney. St. J ulien to Aufrére, for 
settling disputes with Blanpin; full powers 
to close accounts, and to sue, if need be. 


A verbose adjustment 
of claims against estate of late Joseph Moreau. 
- Will is annulled: Jacques Ozenne is allowed 123 

_ francs on meat account; Pierre Piquery, baker, 

21 francs in bread account; Le Court, 30 francs. 
- Residue for distribution, 1104 francs, 3 sous; 
—_— among given creditors in defined 


Petition of Recovery. Sieur Jean Baptiste Gau- 
vain, innkeeper, claiming 1805 francs of D’Ar- 
tagnan grant, reports that Sieur Calimache, 
former director, is now succeeded by Monsieur 
e.. Macarty. Let the latter also be cited. 

and notice served to both Cali- 
e and Captain Macarty. 


Letter of J. Durand to Paul Rasteau. Friendly 
prelude on health of P. R. Sends a ¢consign- 
ment of goods by on, 5 Le Rodot, Captain 
Bertrand. Expects to be at the Cape when 
bes. returns. 

_ Memorandum of sugar and indigo. 


Petition of Recovery. Claude Herpin claims 402 
francs and 10 sous from Baldit estate, as shown 
‘by notes adduced. Let Mr. D’Auseville, 
attorney, who refuses payment, be cited. 

Approved: : and | notice served on 


August 2. 


Petition of Recovery. Pierre Morin holds a note 
of Officer de Beausaque’s for 263 francs, dated 
August 18, 1736. Mr. Dalcourt assumed re- 
sponsibility for. payment after Mr. Debenac’s 
return 
brought no funds to the purpose. Let Mr. Dal- 
court be cited. 

_ Action forward. 


from [llinois, but Mr. Debenac has 


. ‘ 
¢ 
App. | 
No. 3793. 
| 
/ 
‘ 
| 
95 
No. 3 
See 37 1076 | 
} 
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‘Aug. 3, 1737. Excuse of Absence. Councillor D’ Auseville ad- 


Ip. __-vises his fellow Councillors (Nos Seigneurs) 
No. 37%. that a swollen foot prevents his official pres- — 
See 3797. | ence. He sends his answer to summons of him- 

37%, self on the part of Messrs. Herpin and Blanpin. 


(Three stars, vertical, in watermark. ) 


Aug. 3, 1737. Claude Herpin vs. D’Auseville, Attorney for 
Baldic Estate. Councillor D’A. first reduces 
a particular claim of C. H., 202% francs, to 

1013 francs. Debts contracted before Com- 
pany ceded the Colony back to the King suffer 
50% abatement. 

Next, Mr. D’A. reasons with much plausi- 
bility to discredit subsequent indebtedness of 
Surgeon Baldic to C. H. Circumstances and 
moral presumption t rather to the contrary 
situation: so indeed. that it were well 
to examine C. H. in ‘regard to his affairs with 
the late surgeon. : 

No note by Court. 

Torn and stained. 


Aug. 3, 1737. Joseph Bassin vs. D’Auseville, Attorney for St. 
Julien Estate. Councillor D’A. finds Blanpin’s 
alleged credits too confusedly booked and alto- 
gether too doubtful for valid admission. Cer- 

tain slave deals between the late St. Julien and 
Blanpin seem to leave B. the debtor; besides, 

Mr. D. discovered six several accounts in 
Julien’s handwriting and among his papers, to 
indicate B. the debtor. Mr. D’A. calls for dis- 
charge from the suit; put costs on J. B. 


With papers of Memoranduns of Account. Long list of items 
Aug. 3, 1737. charged to Blanpin in account with St. Julien, | 
2pp. dating from January 10, 1731. Frequent en- 
No. 37%. | — of brandy, wine and rum. Total debit of 
See 3798, | B. (gross) 5027 francs, net debit, 3921 and 15 
371M, sous. 
Subjoined remarks on slave deals, wheraby 
Blanpin would be debtor for 1000 francs (uniees | 
. he could produce contrary evidence). oe 


With papers of Memorandum of Account. Unsigned loose sheet, 
Aug. 3, 1737. noting a miscellany of supplies “given after 
Ip. No. 3710, Blanpin’s wife went away.” 

See 379, 37101, | Total, 1988 francs. | 
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With popes of Memorandum of Account. Unsigned loose sheet 


Aug. 3, 1737. noting another miscellany of supplies “given at 
Ip. No. 3711, different times after Madame Blanpin went 
See 37100, away.’ 
37102, 2706 francs. 


Appended note on slave deals, and reference _ 


‘ to a contract by which — was “‘to make 
me a dovecote.” 


With papers of Measanieilibus of Account. Blanpin to St. 


Aug. 3, 1737. J ulien, Dr. Account proper totals 2379 francs. 
lp. “No. 37102, Appended list of other charges, including six 
See 37101, bottles, and hire of slaves. Final amount dehit, 
Aug. 3, 1737. Order. Senet asks Mr. 
Ship: - Gerald to pay Master Cristinas the sum. of 42 
No. 37106, - francs for supplies and carpenter’ S work on 
See 37189, ‘board the dogger St. Jean. — 
Aug. 1737. Decisions in Sundry Suits. 
- (First card) | 1. Morin os. Trenaunnay. Claim to be dis- 
5pp. | _ charged. 
0. 37107, Marcilly os. Trépagnier and Moreau. Out of 


court. Costs divided. 
. Calimache vs. Macarty. See 371%, 


See 3783, 
Hee “ suited for the present, in view of G. P.’s de- 

9 z 5. Pery vs. Calimache. C. to pay note of 1000 
| | a francs in course of year current. 

37%, _. 6. Morin vs. (Beausaque-Beausac) and Dalcour. 


Dalcour to pay note. 
_7. Claude Herpin os. D’Auseville (Baldic estate). 


C. H. allowed 250 francs; he must line up 


other creditors. 
_ (Second card) . Assailly vs, Gallot.. For A.; G. in default. 
Aug. 3, 1737. Assailly vs. Petit. For A. P. in default. 
See 3787, 10. Demazan, applying for filing of deed of gift 
| | proviso in marriage contract. Granted, and 
execution to follow. 


3 11. Similar decision in favor of one Robert Avere. 
12. R. P. Mathias, Grand Vicar, applying for the 
registration of his papers from Bishop of 
Quebec. Granted. 
378, 13. Blanpin ps. D’Auseville (for St. Julien estate). 
| Both Costs on both. 


. Pierre Morin vs. Gerard Pery. P. M. non- 
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Aug.i3, 1737, © Decision in Land Grant Suit. Sieur Calimache, 


23pp. = former’ manager of D’Artagnan grant vs. ‘acting 
No. 3716, ‘Manager Macarty; and vice versa. 
uation .of property. ppoint 
3715, Ss. viewers: Mikel Serin and Dulude. Item, 


Mr. C. ‘shall render his account in six weeks 
from date. First notice to Mr. C., by Sheriffs 
Hugault and LeNormand, Sept. 18, 1737; 
second notice, Oct. 1, 1737, by Sheriff Le Nor- 


Aug. 7, 1737. Deed Filed. Thérése de gives to 
N. O. eae | Augustin L’Anglois “my domain of Rock 
~ Slip. Prairie (Prairie of the Rock,) and I exact noth- 
No. 37198, ing from the (other) settlers on the same 


Prairie; they are all lords and masters.”” 
Deposited in. recorder’ s Office by Louis Lang- 


lois, 

Aug. 17, 1737. Before Notary Royal of the Province of Louisiana 
(8633) Louis Langlois has granted power of attorney 
(2131) | to Pierre Mony.,Marchaud in order .to enable 
fo.Ey. . —.. him to see to Langlois’ affairs and ccllect debts 


due to him during his absence. 
Signed by Louis Langlois, F. Galhok, Dela- 
place and Henry, notary. 


Aug. 31, 1737." Sieur Gilbert Dumas before notary acknowledges . 


ser ges | | that. he is indebted to Sr. Faucon Dumanoir, 
fo. 7. a Agent of the Company of the Indies, for the 


(2144) sum of sixteen hundred and seventy livres for 
negroes advanced to him by the Company to 
establish his plantation; which sum he obli- 
gates’ himself to pay within eighteen 
three equal payments, reserving to the anid 
| company the first lien on all that he may own. 
‘Signed by J.B. Faucon Dumanoir, Bimont, 
Jahan, Dumas, Henry, clerk. 
Seen and: approved by “Salmon,” commis- 
sary appointed by the King for the Company — 
of the Indies. | 


Aug. 9, 1737. Letter of Councillor D’Auseville. (Presumably 
SOO oe to Recorder Henry). Asking for a formalized. 
No. 37109, power of attorney, with reference to collectin 
certain bond which Pierre Aubuchon assum 
in ‘security for Sieur Baldic, who owed 4760 
francs to the Company. ‘Transaction dated 
- January 24; 1732.. Other business matters: by 
> the way, includin g request for power of attorney 
towards collecting 342 francs owed by one Bien 
in Illinois. 
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Au. 16, 1737. 
| No. 37110, 


16, 1737. 


No. 
See 37112, 


Aug. 16, 1737. 


Ne. 37112, 


Ship. 
No. 97118, 
See 37111, 


“Aug. 20, 1737. 


(Feb. 4, 1738). 


No. 37114, 
See 3823. 


Aug’ 19, 1737 | 


Petition of, Recovery. Chevalier Demorand claims 
48 francs from Jean Cariton, tailor, due on his 
note of past June 17. Fae 
Action forward. 


Petition of Sakhaies: Guillaume De La Pom- 


3 merais, Treasurer of the Marine in this Pro- 
virice, ‘claims 360 francs from Louis Moriset, 
tradesman, due on a savagess bought by L. M. 

at Potin sale. | 

Action forward. 


‘Petition of Guillaume De La Pom- 
-merais, attorney for Sieur Maywux Delormaison, 
claims a residue account of 630 francs from 
Louis Morisset, due ona note. 

Action forward. 


Receipt. De La has received of Mr. 
: nry the sum of 310 francs for a “savagess” 
___ who had been sold to Mr. Morisset. 

“Proceeds of seizure.on Potin funds. 


Marriage Annuled. as Bigamous. After sufficient 
examination and evidence in the case, Vicar 
General Mathias voids the false marriage con- 


tracted by proved bigamist René Frangois de 


Manne with Dame Laurente Le Blanc, widow 
of oseph Chauvin Delery. Madame 
Dele ery is s therefore, free to marry again. (Ma- 
dame’s first leading was filed on August 20, 
1737; final decision was pronounced on Feb- 


‘ruary 4, 1738.) (February 5.) 


; Remonstrance. ‘Mr. Macarty, i in answer to a writ 


of summons moved by Sieur Calimache, and 
served yesterday, will not lavish useless words, 
considers | only certain’ particular conten- 


' tions.’ He will furnish a copy of second inven- 


tory if required. Ifthe grant owes C., a doubtful 

point, M: is willing to meet the issue. ‘There is 

- no basis for Mr. C.’s claim of a victualing allow- 
ance from the grant at this time. In short, Mr. 

remdining’ conténtions are’ likewise hollow 

: and he should be nonsuited and subject to costs. 


: ‘Sale of Building Stones. Cascakias. By order of : 


Civil GovernorLa*’ Loere and on motion of 
‘Joseph attorney for vacant estates, 
« Recorder Jean Baptiste Barrois sells at auction 
to. highest. bidder, two door stones, three 


; 
. 
Aug. 2A, l f 31 
Spp. 
No. 37 ° 
105 
37 
Illi i 
inois. 
3 
No 3 116 y 
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2pp. 
No. 37117, 


Ne. 


0. 37119, 


p. 
Oo. 37120. 
See 37182, 


Pug 2, 1737. 


Ne 37121, 
See 37128, 


Aug. 30, 1737. Deed of Gift. 


Sept. 7, 1737. 


Aug. 30, 1737. Arbitration Verdict. 


Aug, 31, 1737. 


Sept. 1, 1737. | 


‘Petition in Slave Deal. 
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window stones and a 

. to estate of late Master Jean, who died in the 
war of the. Chis. Buyer was Augustin Langlois, 
for 1 17 francs payable on demand. 


Claud Reynand © (alias) Avignon 
and his wife Marianne Grandry had no property 
when they married, and therefore lack a mari- 

- riage contract. But they have acquired some 
resources, and herewith, mutually deed the 
same. .No children born or expected. 

Attorney General Fleuriau approves and 

_ orders registration with regard to due execution 

_ So done by Recorder Henry. _ 


Mr. Broutin was chosen by 
Chavanne and Jacques Judice to arbi- 
trate between them in the matter of a busing 
contract. C. was to build.a house for J. J., and 
- and the work is 


Mr. B.- recommends: C. shall pay J. J. 800 
francs and ftirnish wood for two pairs of cart 
wheels. But deduct what sums 


Je has al- 
Filed by J: J., ‘December 4, 1737. 
Confirmed by ( February 1, 1738. 


| Faded. | 
t for account rendered by R Le 
etit, S. Jj. 


Papers to be communicated to Mr. D’ Ause- 
ville in connection with estate of (name charred). 
Recorded by Henry. | 
Scorched blurred. | 


‘Petition of Recovery. Morin, tradesman, claims 


621 francs from D’Artagnan land grant, and 
moves for the citaticn of accountable —. 
Granted: Salmon. | 

Notice served on Oct. 2; 


First comes a diffuse 
preamble: an act of settlement formulated at. 
the Chatelet in Paris, August 12, 1732, conced- 
ing twelve slaves to Messire Estienne de Benac, 
in discharge of all dues to him b 7 i 
of D’Artagnan land grant; the sai ves to be 

selected and conveyed in Louisiana. Next, a 
— of by Count D'Artagnan to 


> 
og 
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Jean René Palate, citizen of Paris, J aly on 
1732. Thereafter, the petition by 
_. Chevalier de Benac, who had been opposed by 
the Company in the matter of the transfer of | 
said slaves; and when he appealed to D’Artag- 
nan directors they referred to their — 
Macarty. 


- Notice served on the latter, Sept. 3, 1737. 


Passed Before Notary Royal 
o M. Salmon, acting in the King’s name and Jean 
Baptiste Raquet, resident of Natchitoches, who 
cbligates himself to furnish the King’s stores 
_ with 150 jars of oil, which will be paid for by the 

_ King’s treasurer. 
Signed by Salmon, Bocquet, F. Galh ok, sine 

», LOM, Delaplace and Henry, notary. 4. 


Petition of Recovery. Mr G. a 

-youcher signed Sept. 15, 1736, 

_ showing .G. P. creditor. to D *Artagnan land 

- grant at Cannes Brifilées, to the sum of 346 francs. 

_He therefore moves for the citation of Captain 

-Macarty, manager of grant. 
Action forward. . 


sept. 3, 1737. ... vem Passed Salil M. Salmon: acting in 
(8694) —=—S—S—sS_. the King’s.name and Jean Robin, who obligates 
himself to furnish to the King’s stores at the 
Balize, seventy-four quarters of unthreshed rice. 
Signed by Salmon, Delaplace and F. Galhok. 


Sept. 5,;.1737. |: Contract. Passed before notary royal, in presence 
(8717) of witnesses between Salmon, acting in the 
~~ “C2552) King’s. name, and M. De Lisle Dupart, who 
 Obligates himself to furnish the King’s store 
with one hundred Ibs of gunpowder at 10 sous 
a Ib., four pounds of vermilion at four livres a 

pound, 
Signed by Salmon, Dile. Bizoton, F. 

Galhok and Delaplace. | 


Powers of Attorney. 
1. Jean Baptiste Lasserre to Jean Noél Le 
asseur, for collecting an inheritance fund 
from Recorder Henry at N. O.; property left 
_ by Bernard Lasserre, and consigned to 
Raynaud of the St. 


Sept. 2, 1737 
fo. f 
Sept. 1737 
I 
Sept. 6, 13 31 
Marmande, 
France. 
App. 
12 


wy 
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Sept. 6, 1737. 


(8724) 
fo. 7. 


(2154) 


Sept. 7, 1737. 


(8721) 


Sept. 6, 1737. 


(8719) 
(2153) 
fo. 7. 
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2. Je ean 1 Noel Le Vasseur Seanafere his powers to 
Mr. Bancio Piémont, merchant, at present 
in Louisiana. Mr. J. B. P. receipts to Mr. 
Henry for 684 francs and 8 sous, net proceeds 
due. N. O., April 19, 1738. 


Receipt tendered by Sr. Dauseville to Sr. Galot for 
payment of sum of seven hundred livres in cur- 
rent coin, as the price of adjudication made to 
him of lot and buildings thereon, belonging to 

succession of deceased Jean Moreau, said sale 
“Peng the dowry of his wife, Miss Dril- 


Signed by Dauseville, Delaplace, De Trean, 


Henry, no 
lp. Stain and part of margin missing. 


Receipt tendered to Sr. Dauseville by Sr. Gallot, 
husband of Thérése Drilland, whom he author- 
izes to furnish receipt for sum of seven hundred 
and one livres and thirteen sols, from returns 
from estate of Sr. J oseph Moreau, her first 
husband, etc. 

Signed by F. Galhok, femme Gallot, De — ey 
Delaplace and Henry, notary. | 
lp. Badly stained. | 


A True Copy of Report on condition of negro 
wounded by sharp instruments on plantation 
of Sr. Prat, at Gentilly; and declaration that 
said negro will not be out of —_— before a 

month. 
Report signed by J. Aubert. 
Certification signed by ‘Coudret pin dated 
September 7, 1737. | 
2pp. Badly charred. 


Declaration before the Clerk of the Council by Sr. 
Jean Prat, surgeon of the King, that one of his: 
negroes, hired on plantation of Widow Dautir 
of Gentilly was dangerously wounded, that 

_ notwithstanding the close attendance and care 
given him, this negro, an indigo maker, is still 
in imminent danger, which forces his master to _ 
demand justice not only in case of his death, 
but also for the loss, o¢casioned by his being 
laid up and that due to the time he will lose 
during his convalescence, even if he recovers. 

_. Signed by Prat,.and.Henry, clerk of Council. 
_ Document covers three pages, which are bad- . 
ly stained and eaten n through ead ink. 


e x 

Sept. 6, 1737 
fo. 8. 
* 
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Sept. 7, 1737. 
S657) 


(2137) 


Sept. 7, 1737. 


(8726) 
(2156) 
fo. 8. 


Sept. 7, 1737. 


4pp. 

No. 37123, 

See 37121, 
37124, 


Sept. 7, 1737. 


No. 37124, 


See 37123, 
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nee of Effects found at domicile of deceased 


Joseph Chaney. Inventory covers 1lpp. signed 


ae Bizoton, Fleuriau, P. Mathias and 


Protests to division of returns of said estate 
entered by the following creditors: Penthian, 
Prat, P. Mathias, Michel Megret, Pierre Pique- 
ry; Paul Rasteau, each protest, countersigned 
by Fleuriau, Bizoton and Prat. Second part 
covers three pages; the whole document is 


_ charred and the last page torn. ; 


Sr. 


——s in Slave Deal Suit. 


Remonstrance. 


different times, which sum he — 
ollo 


and immovables own 


Louis Joseph Bizoton, Conadiahitiite of the 
Marine in the Colony of Louisiana, acknowl- 
edges before notary that he owes Sr. Faucon 


- Dumanoir, Agent of the Company of the Indies, — 


the sum of two thousand livres, borrowed at 
to pay 
within three years, on the wing dates: 
Sept. 7, 1738, 700 I.; Sept. 7, 1739, 800 L.; 
Sept. 7, 1740, 500 L., for security of which 
payment, Bizoton. h all movables 
y him and all those he 
may acquire before full se Soma of above debt. 

Signed by J. B. Faucon Dumanoir, Bizoton, 
Bimont, Lenormand, Henry, notary. 

Seen and approved by the commissary ap- 
pointed by the King for = affairs of the 
Company of the Indies. 

Signed: “Salmon.” 

Document covers 2pp. charred, eaten —_ 
in several places. 3 


(Chevalier 

D’Artagnan land grant). Council orders 
proprietors of the grant to pay plaintiff 8400 
francs in compensation for the twelve negroes. 
Costs on the grant. 


Manager Macarty admits the 
facts of Chevalier “i Benac’s claims, but 
hedges on legal obstructions. First the Com- 
pany’s act of opposition precludes delivery of the 
slaves; again, he must wait for orders from the 
Chatelet. Let the Chevalier be nonsuited until 


new mandate from 


| 
i 
‘ 
> 
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Sept. 19,1737. Invoice of Goods. La Rochelle. ‘Bale of linen and 
| | box of merchandise by ship La Flore, consigned 


oO. 37125, “to my brother-in-law Paul Rasteau.” Total 
See 3767, bill, 1010 francs. | 

Partly torn. 
Oct. 1, 1737. Petition of Recovery. Captain Macarty claims 
2ipp. ~~ 365 francs from David Meunier, and produces 
No. 37126, _acopy of D. M.’s acknowledgment of this debt, 


dated | February 11, 1736. Mortgage security. 
, Action allowed, and notice served. 


1737, and Receipt. F. owes 
_ Oct. 26, 1733. ' the Hursuline Ladies of this town, 1500 francs, — 
No. value received, and promises to pay in supplies 
O. 37126, © a ee during five years from date of Oct. 26, 1733. 
| ‘Received amount of this note from the widow 
of said Carriére; October 1, 1737. 
‘Sister St. André, ‘Superior. 


Oct. 1737... of Account. Showing Sieur Belli- 
lp. .... meur,. master. shoemaker, debtor to Morin to 


No. 3717, - __- net amount of 41 francs. 


See 37128, Subjoined. by LeNormand, showing 
Oct. 2, 1737. Siecncimniiinies of Account. Counterpart, with . 
lp. variant details, of the preceding memorandum, 
No. 3712... followed by Sheriff Marin Le Normand’s formal 
See 37127, : summons, by order of Judge Salmon. | 
37134, Items include 28 deer skins at 30 sous each. 


Oct. 2, 1736 to. Department Store Sales. Summary of sale of 


Oct..2,.1737. + goods at Merchant Rasteau’s store, given period. 
34pp _.. Great variety of dry goods, largely antiquated 
No. 37 129, by name at least, pp. 1-6; handkerchiefs and 
prints, pp. 7-8; cloth serges, manifold other dry 
goods, silks and lace, pp. 9-12; stockings: silk, 
cotton and woolen, pp. 13-15; gloves, shoes and 
slippers, p. 16; muslins, ginghams, thread, pp. 
‘17-18; hats, shirts, collars, pp. 19-20; ribbons 
and notions, pp. 21-22; knives and hardware, 
pp. 23-24; guns, combs, belts, nails, pp. 25-26; 
uckles, snuff boxes, purses, fans, pp. 27-28; 
brandy, wine, oil, coffee, tea, candles, sugar, pp. 
29-30; porcelain, earthenware, glassware, mirrors . 
pp. 31-32: spoons, forks, eae, garters, notions, 
sheets, pp. — 


| 
| 
| 
an 
4 
4, 
‘ 
of 
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Oct..3,. 1737... 
2pp. 
No. 371830, 


See 371347, 3710. 


1737. 


4pp. 
No. 
See A3714, 


Oct. 10, 1737. 


Oct. 12, 1737. 
Rochelle. 


Ip. 
No. 37136, 


1737." 


Rochefort. 
See 37138, 


~ Oct. 12, 1737. 


Rochefort 
Ne oO. 37138, 
See 37 187, 


Oct. 14, 1737. 


Oct. 18, 1737. 


La Rochelle. 


See 37142, 


Petition of Recovery. Mr. G. Pery claims 1606 
francs from Sieur Marin, innkeeper, due on his 
note, and payable in piastres. 

Action forward. 


“Autograph Will of Jacques Saint de 


L’Angloiserie, Lieutenant of Marine De- 
tachment in Louisiana. After a devout pre- 
amble, he leaves to Councillor Pasquier all his 
property in this country, subject to the condi- 
tion that Mr. P. shall pay 5000 francs to testa- 
tor’s nephew Jacques de Blainville (provisos in 


case of nephew’s deluded collection). One-half 


of the claim is vested in Mr. Desfourneaux. 


Writer is bound for “‘the Great Indies,”’ and will 
be glad to serve the Council in turn; either in — 


India, cr in Britanny of at Rochefort. Said 
bond is supposed to be now in the hands of Mr. 
DeBrueil at N. O. | 


Letter (Business Message) of Le La Mossu to 


Mr. Rasteau. Since Mr. R. wa: so good as to 

attend to a small invoice for the writer, please 

remit proceeds:to Mr. Cosse, pilot. | 
Crumpled and torn at edges. 


Letter of Dupuy 0) to Mr. Henry. A very dry 


mess of affairs. Writer incloses another letter 


and a power of attorney. 
Received (at N. O.), February 3, 1738. 


Power of Attorney. Maritime Captain Jacques de 
la Chenay (signed Lachesnaye), to (name left 
blank), for an affair of collection. 


Money Order. Senet requests Mr. Gerald to pay 
aster Cristinas the sum of 54 francs for 18 


days of labor on board the dogger: carpenter’s 


work. 


Letter of E. Rasteau to Paul Rasteau. Writer 

' takes occasion of the sailing of the frigate La 

Flore. He has been assigned to the command 

of a ship. Letter turns on maritime and family 

matters; hardly of interest to parties outside. 

Belin, ir a new brother-in-law, Mr. . Allard 
| 


3 
| 
4 
f 
See 3 f q 
‘ 
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Oct. 18, 1737. Letter of P. Estival (paraphe) to P. Rasteau. 


La Rochelle. ‘Writer arrived at La Rochelle on October 11, 
2pp. carrying a cargo of sugar and indigo. Freight 
No. 37141, was at its lowest notch when he left San Do- 
See 365. mingo, and commerce was demoralized. He 


reached the Cape on April 14, and left it on 

August 22. Half his crew died. He hopes Mr. 

R. will remit a certain account of 4000 francs 

by La Perle, and in form: of a draft, if possible. 

. Mr. R.’s parents and all the family are well. 
— shows initials K. Y. 


Octsi 1737. Letter of “allard Belin, Jr., to Paul Rasteau. 


La Rochelle. Received a letter from his cousin Mr. Durand, 
lp. commanding vessel Lafriquain’’ (L’Afri- 
No. 37142, cian), conveying some business information. 


_ Rejoices to announce his marriage, of a month 
ago, to P. R.’s sister Goton Rasteau, and hopes 
P.R. will approve. 


See 37140, 


Oct. 20, 1737. Letter of Seignette Dujard to Pau! Rasteau. 


La Rochelle. Business matters; reference to an invoice of 
3pp. | 4969 (+-) francs on which writer would be glad 
No. 37148, to have received some proceeds. He is about 


_ to start for Guinea. Thinks of possibly settling 
in Louisiana thereafter. 
(Eccentric spelling: “que tu taitay des fait 
dune grende parties des marchandise! ) 


Oct.i21, 1737. Personal Statement. Undersigned Dherrissy cer- 


be Coupee. tifies that one Coureur has no goods belonging 

to Antoine Beauregart, save two old shirts, a 
No. 37144, 7 worn pair of breeches, a savagess, a jar of Oil 
See 37125, (possibly bear’s grease: huile d’ours), and 40 


- pounds of tobacco. 
Witnessed by Bocquet and Catthieu Gruslte. 


Ostensible date Petition to Recover Slave. Madame veuve 


Octs2i, 17ST: Busson, now wife of Jacques Larche, unburdens 
Probable real date herself of a complex tale, showing that she lent 
Nov. 21, 1737. a negro Jeannot to Aufrére, towards paying a 
3pp. debt. Afterwards Jeannot became involved in 
No. 375. partnership affairs of Aufrére’s with late St. 
See 37%. Julien, and has been included by Mr. D’Ause- 
37166, ville among St. Julien’s assets. All a double 
37182, mistake; and anyhow, Jeannot is mortgaged to 


the Company, and a supposed sale of him to St. 
J ulien would have been void. 

Nov. 21,-1737. Madame’s opposition is filed, and notice 

| served to Aufrére and to Mr. D’Auseville, attor- 


ney, November 22, 1737. 


; 
é 
4 
i 
? 
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Oct. 23, 1737. Petition of Recovery. Morisset, tradesman, holds 
2pp. two notes against the late Sieur Jusan, amount- 
No. 37146, _. Ing to 442 francs. Collection was supposed to 
See 3814. be effected by way of Mobile but Mr. La Pom- 
ee | meraye, treasurer, disclaims receipt of the 
forwarded funds. Let the responsible agent 
fds herein be cited. | 
. Oct: 24, 1787. Granted: Salmon, and notice served (Oct. 
Treasurer, La Pommeraye. 


Petition of Recovery Nicolas Ducret alias Bel- 
humeur, shoemaker, and his wife, empowered 
one Mayeux, about two years ago, to collect 
600 francs for them from family of late Nicolas 
Marciau. Mayeux fails to give good reason for 
not collecting, and neither does he return papers 

in the case. Let him be cited. 

Action forward. 


Petition of Recovery. (Guillaume Bousquera had 
entered into partnership with Jean Baptiste 
Bauderau alias Graveline, settler at Pascagoula, 
for butcher’s trade. G. was to bring the cattle 
to N. O., but eleven still remain to be brought 
thither. Three of the remaining eleven have 
perished by: fault of delay: let G. bring the rem- | 

-~ nant stock, and bear half the loss of the three 
that perished. Item, let him be cited to pay 
743 francs due on a note and to furnish two 
oxen in discharge of a cask of wine. 
Action allowed, and notice served. 


‘Excerpts from Correspondence of Bienviile and 
Other Notables. Passages are cited to de- 
termine the point that 1t was Commander Diron 
of Mobile, and not Monsieur de Bienviile, who 
ordered the capture of an English vessel en- 
gaged in contraband trade. Owing to the con- 
trary error, Superior Council at New Orleans 
awarded the prize on terms depriving Comman- 
der Diron of his just share, one-third. — 


The object of these excerpts is to prove his 
case unequivocally, and thereby gain a reversal 
of the Superior Council’s faulty ruling. Inci- 
dental reference to north winds and a four days’ 
gale from the east, on Gulf Coast in latter part 
of August, 1737. | 


\ 


Ip. 
No. 37147, 
See 38154 
39 * 
| 2pp. 
| No. 37148. 
Oct. 26, 1737. 
Mobile 
11e. 
16pp. 
No. 
See 37158, 
4 
* “ 
. 
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Oct. 28, 1737. Petition of Recovery. Jean Baptiste Prevent had 
2pp agreed with Mr. oe for conveyance of a 
No. 37150, lot by DuBreuil to J. B. P. for 1500 francs. 
Later, DuB. made objections, and would 
back down from his agreement. Let him be 
cited’ to cede the given lot to J. B. P. 
Property lay between the wharf and Hospital 
of the Poor, and ad joined lots of pe ary and | 
Dasfeld grants. 
Action allowed and notice served. 


Oct. 29, 1737. Petition of Recovery. Councillor D’Auseville, at- 


2pp. torney for vacant estates, duly paid the claim : 
No. ‘37151, of free negro Diocou, 450 francs, from St. Julien 
See 3774. estate funds, but argues that the debt really 


- devolved on Aufrére, St. Julien’s partner, who 
managed the associated interests and “‘received 
generally all the proceeds,” those of the tar 

_ plant included. Diocou’s claim arose from his 

service to the and ought to be de- 
frayed by Aufrére. 

allowed, and Autrere cited (Oct. 30, 


Oct. 29, 1737. Petition to Attach Property. J. B. Faucon Du- 
4pp. manoir, Company’s agent, reports that since the 
No. 37152. departure of late Commander D’Artaguette 
See 388. for Illinois (in August, 1733), D’Artagnan grant 
at Cannes Brfilées has been more or less for- 
saken, and most of its equipment was either 
sold or transferred to Illinois. But the said 
grant owes the Company 58259 francs +, and 
-Company’s only security in the Colony i is what 
belonged to late Commander D’Artaguette, in- 
cluding plantation at Cannes Brfilées. Let the 

same be seized and sold. 


Approved, and proceedings forward (Novem- _ 
ber 15, 1737). | 


Oct. 30, 1737. Petition to Hire Out Slaves. Joseph Chaperon, 
2pp. guardian of Francoise Larche, minor daughter 
No. 37158, of late Joseph Larche, hired a given number of 


are unwilling to release them, now that the con- 
tract has expired. Let the slaves be let out at 
auction, for benefit of said minor. 

Approved: Salmon, November, 1737. 


See 37168, slaves of said estate to the Jesuit Fathers, who 


4 ‘ 
‘ 
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Oct. 31, 1737. 
p. 
No. 37154, 


Nov. 2, 1737. 


Ip. 
No. 3715 


Nov. 18, 1737. 


Nov. 2, 1737. 


4pp. 
No. 3716, 
‘See 37135, 


Nov. 4, 1737. 


See 388. 


Nov. 4, 1737. 


lp. 

No. 37158, 

See 37149, 
37159, 


Petition of Recovery. Pierre Morin claims 188 


francs and 5 sous from Sieur Gallot, as shown by 


signed memorandum. 
Action forward. 


Petition to Sell Estate. Joseph Verret and one 


Pujol, guardian and surrogate guardian of 
Jeannot Kel, grandson and an heir of Laurant 
Baillif, mismanage to stumble through a plea 
to sell the late Baillif’s little tract of six acres 
with a house threon: the respective heirs con- 
senting. 
Granted: Salmon. 
Sheriff Le Normand has advertised the em 


posed sale. N obody opposed. 


Petition in Remonstrance. Pierre Du Coté 
alias LeCoureur, has obeyed the order directing 
him to bring a savagess and a few other goods 
of late Antoine Bourgade from Pointe Coupee 
to N.O. To recover his expenses, he files oppo- 
sition to sale of goods in question until his credit 
be squared. | 
Appertaining memorandum (incoherent). 
No note by Court. 


Petition for Majority Rights. Jacques Pasquier, 


son of late Jacques Pasquier and his wife Marie 
Valette, desires to work on his own account, 
and beseeches possession of his few goods, in 
his own name. sj. 
Referred to Attorney General, who requires 
ees a the petitioner’s legal age. (November 


‘Petition for Legal Action. Michel Fitzgerald had 


Government orders to capture the English 

vessel along the Gulf Coast, and on that occasion 
he left a trunk which contained merchandise, 
letters and papers of great moment. 

Monsieur Bruslé de Villeron had the trunk 
opened without leave of the judge at Mobile, 
and now several articles are missing: to the 
petitioner’s decided inconvenience. Let him 
have recourse against Mr. B. de V. 

No note by Council. 


it) 

¥ 


ee 
4 
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Nov. 5, 1737. 
No. 37162, 


Nov. 6, 1737. 
ip. 
No. 37368, 


6, 1737. 


3pp. 
No. 37163, 
See 37153, 


See 37161, 3717, 


Nov. 18, 1737. 
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Petition of Recovery. Michel Fitzgerald claims 

two items, about 1600 francs due on notes, and 

400 francs on a bill of sale at Mobile, from 

Mr. Bruslé de Villeron, resident at N. O. 

Action allowed. 3 

N. B. On the last page of No. 3719, Com- 

mander Diron describes Fitzgerald as (ostensi- 
bly) a practiced pirate. 


Court Summons. Sheriff Le Normand notifies 
Sieur Marin, innkeeper, to satisfy ruling of past 
month, date of Oct. 5. 

Elizabeth Real, wife of Marin, reports his 
departure for the coast of Spain. She promises 
to pay the residue amount of note in question 
within four months. 

Worn, crumpled and badly blurred. 


Petition for Account Rendered. Honoré Jean 
Bruslé De Villeron has been sued by former 
partner Sieur Gerard (Fitzgerald) for certain 
dues growing out of their partnership. How- 
ever, their business was managed Ost en- 
tirely by Fitzgerald, who has persistently neg- 
lected to render account to the — 

Let Fitzgerald be ordered to 
Approved: Salmon. 
Notice served, same date. 


Decision Between Fitzgerald and Honore Jean 
Brusle de Villeron. B. de V. shall pay his 
half portion on the notes in question; and 
Fitzgerald shall submit the partnership accounts | 
before Raguet. 

Costs reserved. Salmon. 
Notice served to Fitzgerald, of latter clause. 


Court Summons. On motion of the Attorney 
General, Sheriff Le Normand notifies Dame 
Bousquera and a negress Marie Louise, belong- 
ing to Mr. Roujeau, to appear at 2. p. m. before _ 
Councillor Bizoton, for the sake of giving 
testimony in regard to a case of slave abortion, 
caused by violence, 


Hire of Slaves. Court proceedings, whereby the 
quantity of five negroes, five negresses and 
three little negroes are let out to Sieur Ricard 

_ for term of 18. months, from date of Nov. 15, 
1737, to May 15, 1740 (so written, in obvious 
error for 1739, if incipient date be correct). 
Slaves belong to estate of late Joseph Larche. 

Accepted bid, 1000 francs. : 


| 
| ‘ 
| Nov. 4, 1737. 
Ip. 
No. 37159. 
| See 37158, 
| 37161, 
| Nov. 4, 1737. 
j 2pp. 
No. 37160, 
Jan. 3, 1738. 
See 37130, | 
371347, 
Nov. 5, 1737. 
2pp. 
No. 37161, 
: See 37159, 
37162. 
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- Nov. 6, 1737. “Marriage Contract. Jean La Branche, settler near 
6pp. Cannes Brfilées, and Suzanne Marchand, orphan 
No. A376, in the Ursuline Convent: The said future hus- 

band is not lettered; Suzanne writes a fair hand. 
Her parents were from Dauphine; Jean’s 
parents came from the Diocese of Metz. 

Duplicated 


8, Remonstrance. Melle alias Belgarde, 


. 2pp -. these reasons and those our Lords we have. 
No. 37164, shown in The Plea The petitioner persists in the 
See 37133, | conclusions which he has reached.” (As much 

: as to say, he flounders in a sticky mire, and re- 
solves to stay stuck.) 


In other words, it was better for Madame 
Delachaise to sell one of her plantations than 
to suffer its reversion to the royal domain, for 
want of resources to farm both estates profitably. 

No note by Council. 


Nov. 11, 1737. Memorandum of Account.: De Kairac submits 
<pP- a statement of his outlays for “‘the savagess and 
oO. 37165, her little son belonging to Mr. Rebout,” who 
| : left them with De Kairac when R. went to 
France. Account runs, from February 11, 1733, 
to November 11, 1737, and shows items of pro- 
visions, medicine and clothing; total, 423 
francs, 15 sous. 

is transmitted to “‘my dear for 

collection from Rebout. 


Nov. 16, 1737, Decision in Estate Suit. Attorney D’Auseville, for 


lp. St. Julien estate vs. Aufrére. Attorney General 
No. 2 ae Fleuriau orders the disputed negro to be award- | 

— See 37145, é ed to St. Julien estate and sold; save that 

37167, Aufrére may have credit for what payment he 


can substantiate in writing. Item, Aufrére 
shall return the large boiler and other articles 
_ presumed to belong to the said estate, unless he 
can produce written evidence of ownership in 
his right. 
Costs on Aufrére. 


Nov. 16, 1737. St. Julien Estate vs. Aufrere. Formal enactment 
p. No. 37167, — of the decision on preceding card. 

See 37145, 37166, Signed: Louboey, Raguet, Bizoton, 

37182, 
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Nov. 20, 1737. Sale of Slave Recorded. In compliance with a 

lp. | ruling of the Council whereby the negress — 

No. 37168. | named Louise Bertiche, formally belonging to 
Jean Penet, became confiscated to the Charity 
Hospital, the said negress has been sold to Mr. 
de Bellille for 15600 francs. He pledges pay- 
ment to Mr. Raguet on behalf of Hospital. 


Henry. 


“Nov. 22, 1737. Petition of Recovery. Michel Brosset sold a ves- 
lp. sel named the Ste. Anne to Michel Fils Girar 
No. 37169, (Fitzgerald) for 2000-francs, payable in stated 
- installments. The said ‘‘Girar” fails to pay: 
let the boat be sold and Fitzgerald held account- 
able for any shortage, plus expenses. 
Action allowed. 


Now 23, 1737 : Petition of Recovery. Pierre Voisin claims 120 
francs from Sieur Gallot, due on a bill of goods. 


O. 37170, Action allowed. 
Nov. 27, 1737. Shipping Receipt. Captain i oaile Lazou, of the 
St. Pierre, St. Jean Baptiste, fifty tons, bound for N. ©. 

_ Martinique, has received of Mr. Jean Francois Aquart a 
Ip. a negro named Pierre, on account of Mr. Joseph 
No. 3711, Desmien of Martinique, for delivery to the or- 


der of Mr. de Coursillas. 
Printed form; written entries. 


Nov. 28, 1737. Marine Account. | Personnel of the St. Jean 
N. O., St. Pierre, Baptiste, owned by Mr. de Coustilhas, and 


Martinique. equipped at N. O. under command of Sieur 
George Amelot, bound for Martinique. 
No. 37172, Approved by Salmon, May 14, 1737. 
| Supplementary memoranda of changes and — 
new orders. 


Return voyage to Louisiana necniitted sub- 
to expressed conditions. 
» Signed: Lachenaye. St. Pierre, Martinique, 
28, 17 37. 


mn ~ 29, 1737. Petition of Recovery. Jean Baptiste Faucon 
oir, Company’s agent, moves for the 


7 No. 37178, citation of Sieur de Chavanne, debtor to the 

| Company for a slave account, 10000 francs. 

Negroes in —" were of the cargo of the. 
Duc de Bour 

Action allowed (December 3) and notice 


served, 
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Nov. 29, 1737. Decision Between Fitzgerald and oe de 


Villeron. Council orders execution of Judge — 


Ip. | 
No. 3714, Salmon’s ruling of November 5, 1737, as re- 
See $7103, gards payment: of’ notes; but the parties are 

nonsuited as regards their ‘ ‘pretended part- 


nership.’ 
Signed: Salmon, Bizoton, Raguet. 


ar: 30, ‘1737. Petition to Sell Real Estate. Jean De Haude, 
ee settler at Anse aux Outardes (Bustard Creek) 
0. 37175, asks leave to. seil a house and lot in 
| Bourbon Street, for the sake of clearing his debt 
‘to the Company. 

Under dee forms. Sammon, . 
Sheriff Le Normand has thrice advertised the 
pro . sale; no remonstrance. | 

gged edges, | 


Nov. 30, 1737. Petition iri Recovery. Francois Jatian, Company’s ; 
ve employé, stood creditor to Mr. Perry for about 
0. 37 176, - -@0 francs. Mr: P. gave the petitioner a note of 
Galimache (Calimache) for 210 francs, 
collect. Mr. C. “satisfied only with 
promises,” and now the petitioner has even lost 
the note. Let Mr. Calimache be cited to pay 
given sum of 210 francs. 
Dee. 2; 1737.  »Action allowed: -Salmon.. 
Notice served December 3. 


Dee. 3, 1737. Petition to Obtain Receipt. Chevalier: 
No. _... . de Benac makes it none too clear which party 
O. 37!7, ie is head or tail ‘in the matter of 8400 francs, 
_ which it would appear that Captain \Macarty 
was to pay to Chevalier de B. on behalf of 
D’Artagnan grant. At all events, Captain M. 
was ready to settle the said account, but fails 
to return de B.’s receipt in the case. (One 
_ may infer that de B. had’ paid, in a separate 
transaction, a sum at issue, but was not credited, 
or is not yet in a to square the 
pending deficit.) 
Action allowed. 
Edges worn. 


Dec. 1737, Petition for Secure Title. DeChavannes 
six acres of land from Sieur Belair, who had 


No. 37178, bought the same of one Simon Cone, a German, 
by contract of sale dated January 
! Belair disputes DeC.’ s possession; let B. be 
to cease DeC. ; ‘and put costs 
Action allowed. 
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Dec. 3, 1737. Petition to Obtain. Due Receipt. Pierre Morin 


3pp. had word from Mr. Ferchaud, merchant at 
No. 37179, Bordeaux, that he had received only 2108 
See 378. francs on certain draft of 3000 francs which 


_ Mr. Pery sent him in balance of another ac- 
count. Mr. Pery is entitled to 158 francs in | 
this transaction, but refuses to accept payment 
from P. Morin on. behalf Ferchaud, and neither 
will Pery explain his refusal in writing. Let 

him give receipt, or else let the money be de- 

posited in recorder’s office.- 
Action allowed: Salmon. 


Dec. 4, 1737, | Letter of Grenon Desmeraud to Captain Provost 


- Mobile. of ship La Perle. Arrived at Mobile on Novem- 
3pp. ber 19. Engaged warehouse at Mr. Herault’s 
No. 37180, at 90 francs a month. Sales to date amount to 


See 37184, 2409 (+) francs. If satisfactory, send further 
goods. No ready money at Mobile, but there 

is some activity in peltries: exchanged in kind. 

Detailed account affairs follow. No. sale for 

brandy. Reference to a liberal prospective 

buyer if the desired ornamental beaver hat were 


sent over. 
_ Dec. 5, 1737. Decision in Suit of Claims. Capuchin Fathers, 
2pP. | | and Messrs. Bizoton and Prat, creditors of 
o. 37181, Joseph Chaney »s. parties in Coun- 
| cil orders payment to plaintiffs as privileged 


creditors, of. the sum of 908 francs on account 
of their dues: less Court costs. Parties in op- 
position are nonsuited. ) 
Costs on Sieur Chaney. 
Salmon, Raguet. | 


Dec. 7; Remonstrance. (Mutilated). Mr. D’Auseville, | 


App. | attorney for vacant estates, denies all perti- 
No. 37182, - nence to the act of opposition filed by Madame 
See 3714, Marie Bertin, veuve Busson, now the wife of 

37167, Jacques Larchevesque. The law had run its 


- course, and negro Jeannot had been judicially 
sold, before she was on record’ with her excep- 
tion. Her only expedient in the circumstances 
would be an appeal to the King’s’ Privy Council 

The case was thoroughly sifted, and rightly 
decided, still more proof could have been pro- 
_ duced, had need been, on the side of the ex:sting 
decision. 
No note by Court. 
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Dec. 7, 1787. . 


No. 37188. 
See A3621, 
3841, 


Dec. 12, 1737. 


Mobile. 


23PP.. 

Oo, 37184. 

See 37180, 
382. 


Dec. 14, 1737. 
ip 
No. 37185, 


Dec, 31, 1787, 


Decision in Estate Suit. Attorney General 
Fleuriau reviews the case between Madame 
_ Louise de Margane de la Valtrie, widow of late 
Michel Rossard, and opposing creditors: J. B. 
Faucon: Dumanoir, Company’s agent; Dame 
Perrine Lemarie; veuve Demoriéres; and Sieur 
Le Quentrec Dupont, trustee for the vacant 
estate, all vs. the King’s Attorney General, 
prosecutor on charge of concealed goods and 
the diversion thereof. He finds Madame veuve 
Rossard convicted of having long concealed 
and diverted Rossard estate’s property and 
that of the public in custody. Madame is 
therefore sentenced to bear joint accountability, 
and she forfeits all rights and claims in said 
estate. Costs on Madame. | 
Company’s agent J. B. Faucon Dumanoir is 
nonsuited in his plea to carry the case before 
the royal commissioners for Company’s business 
in last resort, because the Company is only a 
secondary party, whereas the estate is in pro- 
cess with the Council. _ 


Letter of Grenon Desmeraud to Mr. Provost, 
Captain of La Perle, N. O. Letter will be 
delivered by Mr. Olivier, who needs goods from 
Captain’s store. Some references to preceding 
letter. The writer has 304 pounds of deerskins, 
bought at 35 sous og Ib., and will send them on 
occasion: preferably by Mr. La Vergne. They 
look for Spanish ship at Pensacola before long. 
With permanent warehouse facilities at Mobile, 
there might be an active trade with whites and 
Indians, in exchange for skins, pitch and tar. 
No wine at Mobile; they have long drunk water. 


Letter to Mr. Auguste Bereau. Whose “very 
humble and very obedient servant” omits his 
name. 


Received correspondent’s letter by ship Le 
Raudot. Will remit funds soon as I can 


see day.”” Hard times at present, and few drafts 
drawn. 


Memorandum of Credit. J. B. Faucon Dumanoir 
credits Sieur de La Liberte with 1250 francs, 
thereby raising his account credit to 2500 
francs. 
_ (Collated copy of same record.) 
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‘Dec. 31, 1737, ‘Copy : Memorandum of Credit. Sieur 


Ip. tberté is toJbe credited with .1250 
Ne O. B37. Poy thereby raising his account ‘credit to 
francs. 


| B. Faucon. Dumanoir. 
1737. Court Hearings. Claims 


3pp. No. 02. Signed: mon. 
No date. Memorandum of Cattle. Paper found in box for 


Noxyz. - 1787, 1738, 1739, showing to what parties, and 
: | how many ‘cattle to each, the stock in question 
Was-apportioned. 
Names occurrent: Burquoy alias Plaisance; 
Busson; Rougeolt; Dreux; Drapeau; Robin; a 
‘Beaune. 
Settlement of an. estate appears to be con- 
‘cerned. 
; (To be continued i in October i issue. ) 
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EDITOR'S CHAIR 


"A NEW HISTORY OF LOUISIANA. | 


Our readers doubtless stopped at the earlier pages. of this 
issue to read- Miss, King’s graceful study of the historical work of 
Villiers du Terrage. If not, we recommend, they turn back now 
to do so. The historian deserves to be. better known in Louisiana 
where his.name would long since indeed have become a household 
word had. he written in English, or better still, translated, or had 
translated his monumental work on the last years of French rule 
in. Louisiana, (Les Dernieres Annees de.la ‘Louisiane Francaise. ) 

His Foundation of New Orleans was Englished at his request by 
Mr. Warrington. Dawson and published in our April 1920 number. 

(3 La. Hist. Quarterly 157-251.) The demand for that issue shows 
the prompt recognition here of the merits of the original and of 
this translation. We say text and translation advisedly, because 
the most perfect French is: often butchered converting it into 
English: and the exception to the rule is cannes: in this transla- 
tion.: 

The Baron’ of the of New is one 
of the books long needed and. long prayed for; it is absolutely the 
last word on a subject that has never before been authoritatively 
and critically examined. In New Orleans. particularly, we Owe a 
debt of gratitude to this man who has cleared up all. controversy 
and settled all the facts. That which he has. so thoroughly ac- 
complished for New Orleans, was long anteriorly executed for the 
Colony in his history of the twilight period of Louisiana, the last 
years of the French domination; but, as Miss King has shown, the 
author has. not been content to begin and end with the incident 


that is.the. piece de resistance of his.book, the Kerlerec admini- 


stration. On the contrary, he prefaces it. with a brief but careful 
resume of the antecedent years of French rule, the Genesis of our 
history, and he follows the Kerlerec period with an equally lucid 
review of our whole colonial period. 


It would be painting the lily were we to poi to to over 
Miss King’s subject further than here stated, and, moreover, that 
is not our purpose. Our object is to strike home the duty of re-- 
writing the Colonial history of Louisiana. It is: nearly a hundred 
years since Martin wrote his annals. That dry chronicle was long 
used like a.surgeon’s skeleton for the study of Louisiana’s early 


> 
é 
| 
| 
= 
4% 
‘ 


428 | coe The Louisiana Historical Quarterly | 


institutions, very often without supplying the missing bones of 
the original specimen. Martin:skipped many important: incidents, 

for instance, the story of the machinations that led to Bienville’s 
downfall in 1726. Neither did he make sufficient use of material 
at hand in the fairly complete archives of Louisiana as they then 
stood. Above all, he imprisoned himself in an arid style, quite 
the antithesis of the lucid exposition and deep emotion to be found 
in his contemporaneous judicial opinions. His lack of a sense of 
humor added to the hardship inflicted on his readers. Finally, he 
failed to redeem the situation by utilizing the living material that 
would have made his history a vivacious and perennial memorial 
of colonial Louisiana. He lived close to the end of the Spanish 
era; the country was full of people who in their own persons and 
by family derivation were part of the preceding one hundred years 
of history. Not a word or a line of his plodding narrative in- 
_dicates that he took counsel with his suroundings. Like the spider, 
he wove the web of his structure out of his own resources, whereas 
he should have imitated the bee and fertilized our annals with the 
pollen scattered in easy reach. But he wrote our first history in 
English, and the world has accepted it for oe what it is—a 
chronicle. 

Gayarre came next. His E'ssai Historique was Sriaty a ren- 
dition of Martin into French and it must be admitted the com- 
_ position gains by the change. Indeed, he could not too closely fol- 
low his author because he believed the original to be “as lifeless’ 
as the minutes and records of proceedings in a court of justice.” 
An unhappy illustration, as the pages of the Quarterly may 
‘demonstrate, for the Court records of ‘that old period are vivid 
with life and of absorbing interest. The Essai was followed by 
the Histoire in a form that has made us perpetually grateful for 
its industrious ‘collection of documents and its:ample quotation | 
from sources; but for this labor the writing of our early French 
history might have been postponed half a century. Like Martin, 
he set a model and had he never written another line of history, 
his fame would have been quite as secureas it now is.’ Then he 
turned his attention in'a new direction. ‘It is ‘said. he smarted 
under criticism to:the effect that the Histoire is a mere collection — 
of documents; this is largely true but it is a virtue, not a vice, and 
- it- has been a boon to posterity. Thereupon he created the roman- 
tic view of French Louisiana that is only just now beginning to 
beside tracked for better version of life during the French colonial 
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‘period. In consequence the two volumes in English covering that 
‘period have no substantial value from the historian’s standpoint. 
But:as.Gayarre gradually turned away from this unworthy labor, 
his autocratic and dogmatic mind crystallized certain positive 
ideas regarding our past that again for nearly a century domi- 
nated succeeding writers.. He unconsciously minimized the ideals © 
and the constructive work of the French colonists and exalted the 
part played by the Spanish rulers of Louisiana. It was a natal 
influence, perhaps inescapable, but it filled his pages with an at- 
mosphere that makes breathing difficult to any one who has 
mastered the truth and would. do equal and fair justice to both 
eras. Notwithstanding this, the history of the Spanish Domina- 
tion is Gayarre’s most substantial contribution to Louisiana his- 
tory. It is doubtful whether any other scholar could have written 
so effectively from that point of view. He has set up the defense 
of his forefathers, supported it by a splendid brief, and said all 
that could be said in their behalf. That argument printed in 1854 
remains unanswered. The time has come for some. properly 
equipped student to enter an appearance for the other side, there 
is a good and substantial reply and it has been suggsted by some 
of the writers of the last thirty years. 

Toward the close of the nineteenth century, new workers 
began to reap in the old fields. To name a few among many, 
Grace King, Ficklen, Cable, Ogg, Miller-Surrey, Heinricks and 
Villiers du Terrage have revived interest in Louisiana. A series 
of studies by these industrious historians has given us new ideas 
regarding the Colony of France and the Province of Spain, and 
every decade is adding to the list. It would seem when the Car- 
negie Institution of Historical Research at Washington finishes 
the work of indexing the French, Spanish and English Archives, 
a task nearly completed, the new history of Colonial. Louisiana will 
be produced;.a full and impartial peers on modern lines that 
will leave little more to be said. 

But when that work is Sais the author must wndertaice to 
correct another erroneous impression that has survived without 
fault in Martin and Gayarre. We refer now to the rehabilitation 
of the people who were taken over by the United States in the 
bargain with Napolon in 1803. The contempt in which the-Spanish 
rule was held by the English colonies prior to the American 
Revolution and thereafter by the hardy Americans of the South- 
east and West, from 1780 to 1803 had a basis of fact. They did 
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not know the bicsiha of tienen and they judged the country 
only by its rulers. President Jefferson set the fashion when he 
said openly that the people of Louisiana were not accustomed to 
liberty and could not be trusted with self-government. He was 
reflecting current American, particularly Western, opinion of the 


ruling caste in Louisiana, but his judgment was a great mind’s 


misunderstanding of an abiding principle. The people of Lou- 
isiana, it is true, were still French at heart, but they were repub- 
lican in feeling. Moreover, they had suffered -under misgovern- 
ment and had, in consequence, developed strength of ‘character, a 
reaction to the Lafreniere idea, as was quickly proven in their 
contests with the President. and Congress for local self-govern- 
ment and later in the clash of arms in 1815. The writers of today 
are leaning more and more to this view. . 

We have said enough to indicate the splendid opening that 
lies here, for the coming historian. The material has been clas- 
sified in Paris, in Spain, and at Washington. These sources have 
been examined and must be further studied. There is no longer 
any excuse to repeat the platitudes of the past. The time has come 
for a new diet, based .on the archives here and abroad and sweet- 
ened by the mass of printed material already accumulated. In- 


deed a fine beginning could ke made right here ‘at home, where 


we have records, papers and MSS. rapidly shaping up for study 
and as yet hardly touched by the historian: They cannot be 
ignored because on some topics they are the exclusive sources. 

Consider the labors of De Villiers du Terrage! Owing no 
fealty to Louisiana, save as it had been part of the life of a 
venerated kinsman, regarding her with the friendly eyes of a 
French student, he has absorbed one era of our colonial life. Out — 
of the unused material close to his hand, he has created a story 
that will live,—original, truthful, virile. This story he has lifted 
clear of the fogs our own historians had left it in. Should we not 
be by the example? 
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INDEX TO THE PUBLICATIONS 
othe 
LOUISIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
1895-1917 


The Publications of the Louisiana Historical Society during the 
period 1895-1917 represent the work of the Society from the begin- 
ning of its publications to the establishment of the Louisiana Histori- 
cal Quarterly in 1917. The publications were in pamphlet form or 
_ “Parts” as they were first designated. No complete index was ever 

made of these valuable contributions to our history. Very few 
complete collections of the several parts exist; the Howard Library 
has one set and it is possible the Library of Congress has another. 
My own set I believe to be perfect, in the sense that I have preserved 
also several separate pamphlets published by the Society or under its 
- auspices. The absence of an Index to this collection drove me to 
the preparation of one for my own use and I have concluded to print 
it in the Quarterly for the benefit of all students of Louisiana history. 


HENRY P. DART. 
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